Sox come back to win Pleasant day 


Red Sox rally from 3-0 deficit to knock off )- 
the Detroit Tigers, 5-3. Sports, Page 1 


Russia speaks out Inflation rises by 8.5% 


Partly sunny and mild, with 
ahigh of 70. Sports, Page 6 


Inflation spiked 8.5% in last year, hitting 
the highest level since 1981. News, Page 8 


Putin declares peace talks “dead”; says 
war is going as planned. News, Page 4 
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CONNECTICUT SUPREME COURT 


Absent judge may be dismissed 


Investigation ordered to determine fate of Superior Court’s Alice Bruno, 
who collected as much as $400K in salary while missing years of work 


By Edmund H. Mahony 
Hartford Courant 


The state Supreme Court on 
Tuesday ordered an unprece- 
dented investigation that could 
lead to the removal or suspension 
of Superior Court Judge Alice 


Bruno, who has collected as much 
as $400,000 in salary while miss- 
ing nearly 2% years of work for 
what she describes as health-re- 
lated reasons. 

The justices appointed Robert 
Devlin, the retired judge and federal 
prosecutor recently appointed as 


the state’s new Inspector General, 
to direct the investigation. He is 
given broad powers, including the 
authority to collect all of Bruno’s 
personnel and health records and 
order her to submit to further medi- 
cal examinations, the ruling says. 
The order also requires all judges 


and judicial branch employees to 
cooperate with Devlin, something 
one judge called “significant and 
unprecedented.” 

Bruno, 66, has been involved in 
a strange standoff for more than 
three years with the judges of 
the state judicial branch over her 
attendance and performance at 
work. The branch contends her 
prolonged absence while collect- 
ing a salary violates the code of 


A mother killed by a stray bullet moved from Puerto Rico to find safety. 
Now her family mourns the loving seamstress whose talents knew no limits. 
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Mabel Martinez Antongiorgi, a 56-year old mother of three from Puerto Rico, was killed on Saturday when a stray bullet pierced her home. COURTESY 


TRAGEDY'S SCAR 


By Taylor Hartz 
Hartford Courant 


The second bedroom ina pale green 
house on Orange Street in Water- 
bury was transformed into Mabel 
Martinez Antongiorgi’s craft room, 
complete with a mannequin modeling 
her designs and a wooden shelf built 
by hand by her husband that holds her 
color coordinated spools of ribbon. 

Painted a subtle shade of lilac and a 
deep purple, the walls are lined with 
mountains of her carefully sorted 
supplies — thread and twine, fabric 
and buttons — and decorated with her 
memories. Photos of her family and a 
dollar bill, the first she earned from sell- 
ing her crafts, are hung with tape on the 
wall above her desk. 

But one wall now bears the scar of a 
life cut short, the paint crumbled ina 
small circle where a single stray bullet 
flew from the street, pierced the home 
and struck Antongiorgi as she sewed. 

Underneath a painting of a bloom- 





Antongiorgi and her husband, John Luis 
Mercado, are pictured at the wedding of 


their eldest son, Juan Luis Mercado Martinez. 
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ing tree that she had made herself, and 
inches from the window that poured 
streams of light onto her desk, is a hole 
that tracks the trajectory of one bullet 
that struck the 56-year-old on a Satur- 
day afternoon. 

“This is where I found her,” said her 
son Juan Luis Mercado Martinez. It 
was his first time back in the room since 
that day. 

That day, he’d been at his mother’s 
house talking to his greatest confidant 
only 10 minutes before the shots rang 
out. He told her he’d be right back, and 
they exchanged “T love you’s.” 

Moments later, he returned to the 
neighborhood to a cacophony of lights 
and sirens. Police said there had been 
a shootout in the street, he said, so he 
went inside to check on his mom. 

“T walked in and she was laying on 
the ground and I saw the bullet hole,” 
he said, touching the left side of his own 
forehead. “I just started screaming and 
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F. MAC BUCKLEY, 81 


Lawyer, boxer was ‘larger-than-life’ 


By Edmund H. Mahony 
Hartford Courant 


F. Mac Buckley, the flamboyant 
defense lawyer and boxer whose 
career took him to the very top 
of the legal profession and later 
landed him in jail with some of his 
clients, died Monday after a long 
illness. 

He was 81. 

For 30 years or so, beginning 
in the late 1960s, the gregarious, 
gravel-voiced lawyer, who called 
himself Mac, seemed to be every- 
where and known to everyone. 

He was a tough-talking federal 
prosecutor who packed a gun and 


State orders investigation into Killingly school board 


The state is probing the Killingly Board of Education after some parents and residents alleged 
the board is failing to meet social and emotional health standards. Connecticut, Page 1 


wasn’t shy about pulling it ifhe saw 
a suspect. Later, as a defense lawyer, 
his exuberance and knack for 
story-telling won over both jurors 
and judges — and the crowds that 
sometimes packed courtrooms to 
watch his closing arguments. 

While not performing in court, 
Buckley ran for Congress as the 
Republican candidate for the 
state’s Ist district in 1974, ran 
campaigns for others and was 
elected to the Newington Town 
Council in Newington for two 
years beginning in 1975. 

He may have been most content 
though in a dingy cellar at the since- 
razed Charter Oak housing proj- 


ect where he ran, on his own time 
and expense, a boxing gym, mostly 
for tough kids with bleak futures. 
He trained some top-flight fight- 
ers, none more so than Hartford’s 
Marlon “Magic Man” Starling, 
who went on the win three world 
welterweight championships. 
“Mac was one of those larger- 
than-life characters whose person- 
ality certainly filled the room, 
whether it was a locker room, a 
dining room or, for many years, 
a courtroom,” said former U.S. 
Attorney John Durham who, like 
Buckley, was a federal prosecutor 
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judicial conduct by, among other 
things, undermining public confi- 
dence in the judiciary. She claims 
she has become incapacitated by 
an undisclosed health condition 
that has been aggravated by years 
of antagonism by senior adminis- 
trators in the court system. 

The standoff has started discus- 
sion among lawyers, judges and 


Turn to Judge, Page 7 


10 shot in 
Brooklyn 
subway 


Police try to track 
van renter possibly 
tied to violence 


By Jim Mustian, Jennifer 
Peltz, Michael R. Sisak 
and Michael Balsamo 


Associated Press 


NEW YORK — A gunman 
in a gas mask and construction 
vest set offa smoke grenade and 
fired a barrage of bullets in a 
rush-hour subway train, shoot- 
ing at least 10 people Tuesday, 
authorities said. Police were 
trying to track down the renter 
of a van possibly connected to 
the violence. 

Police Chief of Detectives 
James Essig said investigators 
weren’t sure whether the man, 
identified as Frank R. James, 
62, had any link to the subway 
attack. 

Authorities also were look- 
ing into social media posts by 
someone with the same name 
that mentioned homeless- 
ness, New York and Mayor 
Eric Adams, leading officials 
to tighten the mayor’s secu- 
rity detail, Essig and Police 
Commissioner Keechant 
Sewell said. She said the posts 
were “concerning.” 

The attack made the subway 
a scene of horror: a smoke- 
filled car with at least 33 rounds 
of gunfire going off, police 
said. Frightened commuters 
ran from the train and others 
limped out of it. At least one 
rider collapsed on the platform. 

“My subway door opened 
into calamity. It was smoke 
and blood and people scream- 
ing,” eyewitness Sam Carcamo 
told radio station 1010 WINS. 
The gunfire erupted on a train 
that pulled into a station in the 
Sunset Park neighborhood, 
about a 15-minute ride from 
Manhattan and predominantly 
home to Hispanic and Asian 
communities. 

Five people were in criti- 
cal condition but expected to 
survive. At least 29 in all were 
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Hartford boxer Marlon Starling and his manager, F. Mac Buckley, in 1984. 
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FROM PAGE ONE 


Jury sees Todt’s confession in family’s killings 


By Monivette Cordeiro 
Orlando Sentinel 


Anthony Todt told detec- 
tives he sat for hours on the 
bed of his 4-year-old daugh- 
ter Zoe trying to bring himself 
to kill her. 

“T needed to save her soul,” 
Todt told detectives from 
the Osceola County Sher- 
iff’s Office in a videotaped 
confession that was shown 
to the jury in his murder trial 
Tuesday. “I wanted her to be 
with us.” 

Todt described laying on 
top of the 30-pound girl and 
smothering her with a pillow 
for about 10 to 15 minutes. In 
court, Todt shook his head as 
he heard his past recounting 
of the killing. 

“How long did she kick 
and scream?” Detective Cole 
Miller asked. 

“Only for a couple 
minutes,” Todt said on the 
video. 

Jurors watched hours of 
Todt’s confession in the trial 
for the Connecticut physical 
therapist accused of killing 
his wife, children and dog at 
their Central Florida home. 

He is charged with four 
counts of first-degree 
murder and one count of 
animal cruelty in the killings 
of 42-year-old Megan Todt; 
the couple’s children Alek, 13, 


Subway 


from Page 1 


treated at hospitals for 
gunshot wounds, smoke 
inhalation and other condi- 
tions, according to hospitals. 

Sewell said the attack was 
not being investigated as 
terrorism, but that she was 
“not ruling out anything.” 
The shooter’s motive was 
unknown. 

Authorities found a 9 
mm semi-automatic hand- 
gun at the scene, along 
with extended maga- 
zines, a hatchet, detonated 
and undetonated smoke 
grenades, a black garbage 
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Tyler, 11, and Zoe; and their 
dog Breezy. Law enforcement 
found Todt living with the 
blanket-wrapped decompos- 
ing bodies in January 2020 at 
their Celebration home on 
Reserve Place. 

Todt, 46, has pleaded not 
guilty. 

After his arrest, Todt was 
involuntarily committed 
under Florida’s Baker Act 
because authorities said he 
made comments about harm- 
ing himself and said he had 
ingested Benadryl pills. 

Detectives interrogated 
Todt three times, and he 
repeatedly confessed his 
involvement. A judge, though, 
ruled to exclude the first 
confession because detec- 
tives failed to fully inform 
Todt of his constitutional 
rights. 

Todt has since blamed his 
wife for the slayings in jail- 
house writings, claiming she 
took her life after poisoning 
the children with a tainted 
dessert and stabbing them in 
their sleep. 

In the video shown to 
jurors Tuesday, Todt told 
detectives he wanted to be 
with his family on “the other 
side.” 

“You know your wife and 
children are deceased?” 
Miller asked. 

“That’s where I want to 


can, a rolling cart, gasoline 
and the key to a U-Haul van, 
Essig said. 

He said the key led 
investigators to the van 
renter, finding that he has 
addresses in Philadelphia 
and Wisconsin. 

The officials said author- 
ities zeroed in on a person 
of interest after the credit 
card used to rent the van 
was found at the shooting 
scene. 

The van was found, unoc- 
cupied, elsewhere in Brook- 
lyn. 

Investigators believe 
the weapon jammed, 
preventing the suspect 
from continuing to fire, the 


HOW TO REACH US 


be,” Todt said during his 
confession. 

Todt told detectives his 
wife, who was chronically ill, 
started watching videos that 
predicted an upcoming apoc- 
alypse and described how to 
reach “salvation.” Todt said 
he and his wife spoke to their 
children about killing them- 
selves. 

“We don’t want you to die,” 
Todt claimed his kids said. 
“We want to die with you.” 

Anthony Todt told detec- 
tives he and his wife made 
plans to kill the family before 
Christmas, starting with Zoe. 
He said Megan Todt was 
outside when he killed their 
daughter but helped him 
suffocate their eldest son Alek 
by holding his legs. 

Todt said they consoled 
each other after killing their 
two children but decided they 
needed to continue with the 
plan and kill Tyler. “We have 
to finish this,’ Todt claimed 
his wife said. “There’s one 
more left?” 

Todt claimed his wife was 
“doing meditations” as he 
suffocated and stabbed their 
youngest son. 

“We had salvation in 
mind,” Todt said. “... We love 
our kids.” 

Todt said after he killed 
their dog, his wife stabbed 
herself and they waited 


officials said. The federal 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives 
has completed an urgent 
trace to identify the gun’s 
manufacturer, seller and 
initial owner. 

The attack unnerved 
a city on guard about a 
rise in gun violence and 
the ever-present threat of 
terrorism. It left some New 
Yorkers jittery about riding 
the nation’s busiest subway 
system and prompted off- 
cials to increase policing at 
transportation hubs from 
Philadelphia to Connecticut. 

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
announced last fall that it 
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together for her death. Megan 
Todt drank Benadryl to 
quicken the process and got 
so frustrated she asked her 
husband to kill her, Anthony 
Todt claimed. 

“Tf you love me, you can do 
this,” he claimed his wife said. 
“T want to be with my babies.” 

Todt told detectives he 
tried to kill himself in a vari- 
ety of ways in the weeks 
after their deaths, including 
overdosing on Benadryl and 
hanging himself, though he 
“chickened out” of using a 
knife. He said he took “full 
responsibility” for the kill- 
ings. 

“Tf I could commit suicide 
right now, I would,’ he said. 
“... ’m not hiding behind 
lawyers.” 

Jurors also heard testi- 
mony Tuesday from several 
experts, including a medical 
examiner. 

Megan Todt and her three 
children had been dead for “at 
least a couple weeks” before 
they were found by law 
enforcement, said Jennifer 
Nara, aformer Orange-Osce- 
ola associate medical exam- 
iner. 

The state of their decom- 
position made it hard to 
determine any injuries or if 
they had been asphyxiated, 
Nara said. 

“T did not rule it out?’ Nara 


had put security cameras in 
all 472 subway stations city- 
wide, saying they would put 
criminals on an “express 
track to justice.” But at the 
station where the train 
arrived, the cameras appar- 
ently weren’t working. 

MTA system chief Janno 
Lieber told TV interview- 
ers he didn’t know why the 
cameras malfunctioned. 
But he said police had “alot 
of different options” from 
cameras elsewhere on the 
subway line to get a glimpse 
of the shooter. 

One rider’s video, shot 
through a closed door 
between subway cars, 
shows a person in a hooded 





Anthony Todt looks on 
during a break in his trial in 
Florida on Monday. RICARDO 
RAMIREZ BUXEDA/ORLANDO 


SENTINEL 


told jurors. “Just given the 
scale of decomposition, I 
cannot tell ifthey were suffo- 
cated or strangled.” 

The cause of death for all 
four victims was homicidal 
violence of “unspecified 
means” in association with a 
Benadryl toxicity, according 
to the medical examiner. A 
forensic toxicologist testified 
the amount of Benadryl in the 
victims could have caused 
fatigue, lethargy or possibly a 
coma. The medical examiner 
said the boys each had one 
non-fatal stab wound to their 
abdomens. Neither wound 
hit vital organs or caused 
hemorrhaging, which means 
they were stabbed after they 
died, Nara told jurors. 

Megan Todt, though, had 
two stab wounds that went 
at least eight inches deep 


sweatshirt raising an arm 
and pointing at something 
as five bangs sound. In 
another video, smoke and 
people pour out ofa subway 
car, some limping. 

“Someone call 911!” a 
person shouts. 

Other video and photos 
from the scene show people 
tending to bloodied passen- 
gers lying on the platform — 
some amid what appear to 
be small puddles of blood — 
and another person on the 
floor of a subway car. 

Rider Juliana Fonda, 
a broadcast engineer at 
WNYC-FM, told its news 
site Gothamist that passen- 
gers from the car behind 


into the abdominal cavity and 
hemorrhaging, Nara said. 

“To me, that indicates that 
she sustained those injuries 
antemortem — when she was 
alive,” she said. 

Orange-Osceola Public 
Defender Robert Wesley 
asked Nara if Megan Todt’s 
injuries were self-inflicted. 

“Based on the autopsy, I 
was not able to determine 
whether she inflicted it 
herself or whether it was 
inflicted on her,” she said. 

During his interrogation, 
Todt denied stabbing the boys 
after they died and said the 
children were given “cough 
medicine” because they were 
sick and not as a sedation 
method. 

Prosecutors said Todt’s 
fingerprints were found on 
boxes of Benadryl scattered 
throughout the house. 

Christopher Conklin, a 
crime lab analyst with the 
Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement, told jurors he 
tested the handle of a knife 
found in the bedroom with 
the bodies. It contained a 
mixture of DNA from three 
people, with the entire Todt 
family being possible contrib- 
utors, Conklin said. 

Jurors will return to the 
Osceola County Courthouse 
Wednesday morning to hear 
more testimony in the trial. 


hers started banging on the 
connecting door. 

“There was a lot of loud 
pops, and there was smoke 
in the other car,” she said. 
“And people were trying 
to get in and they couldn’t, 
they were pounding on the 
door to get into our car.” 

As police searched for the 
shooter, Gov. Kathy Hochul 
warned New Yorkers to be 
vigilant. 

“This individual is still 
on the loose. This person 
is dangerous,” the Demo- 
crat said at a news confer- 
ence just after noon. “This 
is an active shooter situa- 
tion right now in the city of 
New York.” 
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State’s legal leaders celebrate Jackson’s confirmation 


By Don Stacom 
Hartford Courant 


Proclaiming a historic 
civil rights advancement 
that has some Connecti- 
cut roots, leaders of the 
state’s legal community on 
Tuesday celebrated Judge 
Ketanji Brown Jackson’s 
confirmation to the U.S. 
Supreme Court. 

“Judge Jackson’s confir- 
mation is a confirmation of 
our profession’s evolution, 
our progress in our journey 
to becoming a profession 
that is truly reflective of the 
society we serve,’ said Cecil 
Thomas, president of the 
Connecticut Bar Associa- 
tion. 

At asmall group of public 


defenders, law school repre- 
sentatives and Bar Associa- 
tion leaders gathered on the 
steps of the state Supreme 
Court at mid-day Tuesday to 
talk about the significance of 
the first Black female justice 
on the U.S. Supreme Court. 
“With Judge Jackson’s 
confirmation, the members 
of the African-Ameri- 
can legal community can 
aspire to achieve in the legal 
profession and know that 
there are no barriers — and 
that every aspect of our 
profession is accessible to 
them,” said Thamar Esper- 
ance-Smith, president-elect 
of the George W. Crawford 
Black Bar Association, the 
statewide organization of 
Black attorneys, judges and 


law students. 

“The addition of Judge 
Jackson to the Supreme 
Court begins the neces- 
sary stop in ensuring 
that our nation’s highest 
court begins to reflect the 
colorful tapestry that this 
country is composed of,” 
Esperance-Smith said. 

The gathering was orga- 
nized by Sen. Richard 
Blumenthal, an outspo- 
ken advocate for Jackson 
throughout the contentious 
— sometimes bitterly angry 
— confirmation process. 

“T guarantee you it 
wouldn’t have happened 
without the strong support 
of the American people,” 
Blumenthal said. “In the 
week before the vote, my 


colleagues went home and 
they heard from the people 
about how extraordinarily 
moved they were by the 
spectacular performance of 
Ketanji Brown Jackson.” 

Blumenthal said there’s 
a Connecticut link to her 
history-making career: 
The late U.S. District Court 
Judge Constance Baker 
Motley. 

“Judge Jackson said she 
stands on the shoulders 
of her heroes including 
Constance Baker Motley, 
a daughter of New Haven, 
Connecticut,” Blumenthal 
said. “Constance Baker 
Motley, the first Black 
woman to argue in the 
U.S. Supreme Court, the 
first Black woman to be 


Lamont: State may help conserve Boy Scout camp 


By Pat Eaton-Robb 


Associated Press 


HARTFORD — Gov. 
Ned Lamont said Tuesday 
that the state may provide 
supplemental funds to help 
conservationists purchase 
a 252-acre Boy Scout camp 
and keep it out of the hands 
of developers. 

Lamont said he recently 
toured the Deer Lake 
Scout Reservation in Kill- 
ingworth and believes it 
should remain open space. 

“It’s gorgeous,” Lamont 
said. “So we could step in as 
needed. We’re not the piggy 
bank. I like going in along 
side other people.” 


The Connecticut Yankee 
Council has set a May 1 
deadline to consider bids 
for the property. It has 
rejected offers from two 
conservation groups, The 
Trust of Public Land and a 
local nonprofit called Path- 
finders, and is considering 
a $4.6 million offer from 
developers. 

U.S. Sen. Richard 
Blumenthal also has gotten 
involved in preservation 
effort. The Democrat said 
he’s looking into the possi- 
ble use of money from the 
National Park Service’s 
Land and Water Conser- 
vation Fund to help in the 
purchase of this camp and 


other Boy Scout properties 
for sale across the nation. 

The Boy Scouts and their 
local councils have been 
selling off land as enroll- 
ment declines and as they 
raise money to help pay 
sexual abuse victims under 
a proposed national bank- 
ruptcy settlement agree- 
ment. 

“Unfortunately, local 
Boy Scout councils are sell- 
ing to the highest bidder,” 
Blumenthal said. “So, I think 
it is anational challenge, but 
it goes to the core of what 
scouting means and the 
ethos and ethic of scouting, 
which they may be betray- 
ing?” 


Ted Langevin, who heads 
Pathfinders, said Tuesday 
he has had only preliminary 
meetings with government 
officials, but remains hope- 
ful they can piece together 
a new bid that would be 
accepted by the Boy Scouts. 

“We've still got a little 
ways to go to raise all the 
money that we need,” he 
said. “But we expect that 
our objectives will align 
with the state’s objectives 
and that we should be 
able to work together very 
nicely.” 


Associated Press writer 
Susan Haigh contributed to 
this report. 
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screaming.” 

As police rushed his 
mother out of the home 
and to Saint Mary’s hospi- 
tal, where she died from a 
gunshot wound to the head 
24 hours later, his younger 
brother Herbito Mercado 
Martinez arrived at the 
house with his 7-month- 
old son, Jacob, who Anton- 
giorgi helped care for. Juan 
Luis Mercado Martinez’s 
wife phoned her father- 
in-law to tell him to come 
home because something 
had happened to his wife. 

The pair married 33 
years ago in Puerto Rico 
and raised three children 
— Juan Luis Mercado 
Martinez, 32, their eldest; 
Herbito Mercado Martinez, 
who gave the couple their 
first grandchild; and their 
youngest and only daughter, 
Yarimar Mercado Martinez, 
an Olympic rifle shooter for 
Puerto Rico. 

Antongiorgi and her 
husband, John Luis 
Mercado, 67, moved to the 
United States from Yauco, 
Puerto Rico, a few years 
ago after Hurricane Maria 
devastated the island in 
2017. Earthquakes rattled 
their town after the storm 
and startled the couple, 
who often slept outside in 
their car out of fear that 
their concrete house would 
crumble in a quake, Juan 
Luis Mercado Martinez 
said. 

They moved to Connecti- 
cut — to Orange Street — to 
be safer. 

But on Saturday after- 
noon, police allege that a 
drug deal on Orange Street 
turned into a shootout. One 
of the bullets police allege 
was intended for 25-year- 


old Waterbury man Ryan 
Lindsay, who turned up at 
Saint Mary’s Hospital with 
a gunshot wound to his hip 
Saturday afternoon, entered 
the Orange Street home. 

The bullet struck Anton- 
giorgi while she sat at her 
desk in a black computer 
chair, her gray slip-on shoes 
still sitting at the foot of the 
chair Tuesday. 

She had just printed 
graphics from the cartoon 
Paw Patrol. A new button 
press still sitting in a box 
below her desk. 

“She never got to use it,” 
her son said. 

“T still can’t believe this 
happened,” he said, looking 
at the floor. “Seeing this spot 
it’s, like, all playing over and 
over in my head.” 

Antongiorgi’s husband, 
whom she met at a church 
retreat,, helped make the 
craft room her dream space. 
He built her a gray and white 
lattice bench with a lattice 
front that now lay crooked 
and broken. 

John Luis Mercado, who 
works as asystems analyst, is 
a skilled wood-worker who 
always made his wife’s ideas 
a reality. He built a sliding 
barn door to create a pantry 
in their kitchen where she 
cooked for her family and 
neighbors, and he built her 
a custom kitchen cabinet 
where she set up an at-home 
“coffee bar.” 

“Whatever Mabel 
wanted she could have,” 
said the couple’s landlord, 
Elac Aviles. He said he was 
always getting messages 
from the couple asking if 
they could make improve- 
ments to the home, like a 
wooded entryway Mercado 
made by hand from wood 
pallets. Aviles gave his 
tenants cabinets and shelves 
to help Antongiorgi organize 
her endless stream of craft- 


ing supplies. 

Looking around the craft- 
ing room on Tuesday, Aviles 
said her talents and ambi- 
tions knew no limits. She 
was always finding new 
ways to be creative, print- 
ing custom puzzles for chil- 
dren in the family or sewing 
masks during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

“If someone wanted 
something, she’d find a way 
to make it,” he said. 

Having rented to Anton- 
giorgi and her husband for 
years, and to her son and his 
wife in an apartment on the 
same street, he considered 
them part of his own family. 

“We'd have cookouts in 
the backyard,” said Aviles, 
who works as a magician. 
“And she always made my 
costumes, emblems on cuffs 
and prints on shirts. She had 
a whole workshop there.” 

She also treated him as 
her test-kitchen guinea 
pig, he said, always rushing 
outside to bring him home- 
made meals when he turned 
into the driveway. He joked 
that he’d ask for seconds. 

Aviles said he saw first- 
hand how perfectly she and 
her husband fit together and 
how close she was with her 
children. 

“T was very close with her, 
I used to tell her everything,” 
said her eldest son. 

His mother, he said, was 
a lifelong supporter of his 
sister’s athletic career and 
her biggest cheerleader. 
The couple had a framed 
and signed photo of their 
daughter’s Olympic portrait 
in their living room. Bright 
teal letters were stuck to 
their front door labeling 
their home as the family of 
the Olympian. 

Antongiorgi’s 27-year-old 
daughter is a rifle shooter 
for the Puerto Rican Olym- 
pic Team who competed in 


the 2016 Olympics in Rio 
and the 2020 Olympics in 
Tokyo. 

In the days following her 
mother’s death, she shared 
heart-wrenching words on 
her social media accounts, 
writing that her mother 
taught her to live by the 
motto “everything happens 
for a reason.” 

“But this time, this time I 
don’t know how to apply it 
mommy,’ she wrote. 

The athlete shared 
several photos of her with 
her mother. 

“T really would give 
anything to be able to 
change places with you and 
have everything happen to 
me and not you,” Yarimar 
Mercado Martinez said ina 
Facebook post. 

The daughter said her 
mother had just been 
making plans two days ago 
to renew her vows with her 
husband in Puerto Rico. 
The family said they would 
be taking Antongiorgi’s 
remains to Puerto Rico so 
her friends and family could 
say goodbye. 

The family is raising 
money to help with the costs 
of bringing Antongiorgi’s 
remains, and their grieving 
family, to the island. They 
are accepting donations on 
Venmo via the username @ 
juan-mercado-65. 

Juan Luis Mercado 
Martinez said that as police 
investigate the incident, he 
doesn’t feel angry, yet. He 
just doesn’t want this to 
happen to another family. 

As of Tuesday evening, 
police had not yet made any 
arrests. 

“T don’t care who did it, I 
just don’t want this kind of 
thing to happen again,” he 
said. “I don’t want people 
to live in fear of this kind of 
thing happening, and I don’t 
want to live in fear.” 


appointed a district court 
judge.” 

Blumenthal praised Jack- 
son’s demeanor during what 
was periodically an openly 
hostile questioning by 
Republicans. 

“When her opponents 
went low, she went high, 
to paraphrase Michelle 
Obama,” Blumenthal 
said. “When they became 
nasty she demonstrated 
the aplomb and poise and 
extraordinary intelligence 
you knew she had.” 

Dan Horgan, presi- 
dent-elect of the Connecti- 
cut Bar Association, pointed 
out that it was 40 years ago 
when Sandra Day O’Con- 
nor became the first female 
justice on the court. 
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early in his career. “I’m really 
grateful that our professional 
paths crossed and I got to see 
him in action. It was always 
a treat.” 

Said retired Superior 
Court Judge Robert Devlin, 
another former federal pros- 
ecutor in the U.S. Attorney’s 
office, “Mac is an almost 
Shakespearian figure, in the 
sense that he had some low 
points in his life that were 
pretty rough. But he had 
more high points. He had 
real lawyer stature. When 
he and Hubie Santos were 
partners in Hartford, they 
had one of the top criminal 
defense firms in the state for 
a long time. That shouldn’t 
go unnoticed.” 

The low point was lower, 
though with characteristic 
Buckley exuberance, than 
most could have imagined. 
His legal career disintegrated 
in 1999 when, in the grip of 
what was later revealed to 
be untreated bipolar disor- 
der, he embezzled more than 
a half million dollars from 
clients. When he was found 
out, he disappeared, jump- 
ing into his car and leading 
police and FBI agents on an 
odyssey that began at the 
farm in Marlborough where 
he and his family raised beef 
cattle, passed by his father’s 
gravesite in upstate New York 
and ended ata casino hotel in 
Biloxi, Miss. 

Afterward, Buckley said 
he had a gun and a bottle of 
Scotch and planned to kill 
himself, but thought better of 
it. Instead, he climbed back 
into his car and returned 
to Connecticut, where he 
called former partner Hope 
Seeley on a Sunday morning 
and growled, “Hey Hope. It’s 
Mac. I’m back.” 

He turned himself in, 
sold property and borrowed 
money to pay back clients. 
He lost his law license and he 
told the judge who sentenced 
him to 17 months in jail that 
he was going to “help people,” 
when he got out. 

He was born Francis 
McKeon Buckley and grew 
up in Westchester County, 
NY. His father helped perfect 
the process used to manufac- 
ture the modern beer can. He 
was an undergraduate at the 
College of the Holy Cross, 
where he was class president, 
and got his law degree from 
the Georgetown University 
Law Center. He started his 
career in 1967 as a clerk for 
state Supreme Court Justice 
John B. Cotter and stayed 
in Connecticut where he 
quickly became known for an 
enthusiastic ability to capti- 
vate jurors. 

New Haven lawyer Hugh 
Keefe once stumbled across 
Buckley pacing back and 
fourth across the lobby of a 
New Haven courthouse. He 
had his coat off, had rolled 
up his shirt sleeves and was 
muttering to himself. 

“T said, ‘What the hell are 
you doing?’ And he says, “I’m 
practicing. I’ve got some 
people coming up to listen to 
my closing argument,” Keefe 
said. “Next think you know, 
here here comes Dick Lee, 
who used to be the mayor of 
New Haven, and his entou- 
rage. ‘We’re here to watch 
Buckley, they said. They 
loved him. He was a natu- 
ral on the court. He was a 
performer, no question about 
it. He knew how to tell stories. 
He was a story maker. Every 
trial to him was a story.” 

In 1974, he and former 
federal public defender 
Hubert Santos opened the 
law partnership Buckley 
and Santos in Hartford and 
turned the firm into one of 
the nation’s top criminal 
defense practices. 


“She was arole model and 
a mentor for years and years 
to come. Now we finally 
have a Black female justice 
who will be a role model 
and mentor to girls of color 
in particular for decades 
and generations to come,” 
Horgan said. 

Esperance-Smith offered 
a similar assessment. 

“She will be the first Black 
woman and only the sixth 
woman overall to sit on 
the nation’s highest court,” 
Esperance-Smith said. “This 
serves as a booster for not 
only the African-American 
community, but especially 
the women in our commu- 
nity, who traditionally are 
under-represented in the 
judicial system.” 


Hartford lawyer James 
Wade said juries liked Buck- 
ley because he “exuded like- 
ability:” 

“You’ve got to get jurors 
to like you before they are 
going to vote in your favor,’ 
Wade said. “In a court- 
room you couldn’t beat 
him. Judges liked him, so he 
was able to get away with 
stuff. And jurors just loved 
him and that’s why he was 
successful. And he did that 
on both the prosecution and 
defense sides. He took cases 
as adefense lawyer that other 
lawyers might not dare. But 
Mac always thought he could 
figure out a way to sell it.” 

Buckley’s cases were 
usually front page news. 

He kept Springfield, 
Mass., department store heir 
Eric Steiger off death row 
after Steiger dressed up like 
Rambo, freighted himself 
with 700 rounds of ammuni- 
tion and a machine gun and 
gunned down two men who 
had chased a group of beer 
drinking teenagers out of a 
Suffield subdivision. He won 
an acquittal on a corruption 
charge for former Meriden 
public works director Joseph 
Franco, while Franco’s code- 
fendant, the city manager, 
was convicted. 

Buckley’s success made 
him a favorite among the 
Mafia, whose members 
referred to him as McBuck- 
ley. His most important 
mob client was Springfield 
gangster Gaetano Milano, 
who shot and killed Patri- 
arca crime family under- 
boss William “The Wild 
Guy” Grasso as part of an 
attempted coup by a rene- 
gade faction of the family. 
Milano was facing life with- 
out parole, but end up witha 
40-year sentence. 

The mob liked Buckley 
because he talked tough and 
acted like he could back it up 
after decades of boxing and 
training fighters. He was once 
a Golden Gloves fighter. He 
was once recruited in an 
effort to save the life of Eric 
Miller, a young boxer who 
poked Grasso in the jaw and 
knocked him flat before the 
underboss met his demise. 
Miller had no idea who 
Grasso was at the time, but 
was told within minutes that 
he had just made the mistake 
of his life and his days were 
numbered. 

Buckley liked Miller and 
raced around Hartford for 
days trying futilely to nego- 
tiate a reprieve. His last stop 
was Danny Tedesco, the 
venerable Patriarca associate 
who ran a bookmaking oper- 
ation out ofarundown candy 
store next to the Arrowhead 
Cafe, which he owned on 
Hartford’s near north side. 

“Forget about it Mac,” 
Tedsco said. “There is noth- 
ing anyone can do.” 

Miller was gunned down 
within weeks. 

Buckley’s life and law prac- 
tice began unwinding after 
his defense of Milano, as his 
illness manifested itself. 

After jail and a halfway 
house, he opened another 
gym in a donated space no 
one wanted, this time in East 
Hartford. He was again offer- 
ing free boxing instruction to 
street kids. 

State Appellate Court 
Judge Thomas Bishop, a life- 
long friend and former spar- 
ring partner who attended 
high school with Buckley, 
stopped by occasionally. 

“I was there one day,” 
Bishop said, “and he pointed 
out two kids and said, ‘These 
are the homeless brothers,’ 
I didn’t know what he was 
talking about, so he said, 
‘They live in acar. They show 
up every morning and I feed 
them breakfast. I’m teaching 
how to fight clean. I tell them 
it can be a sport rather than 
a fight.” 
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Putin insists war going as planned 


Russian leader says 
peace talks ‘dead; 
crime claims ‘fake’ 


By Yuras Karmanau 
and Adam Schreck 


Associated Press 


KYIV, Ukraine — Vlad- 
imir Putin vowed Tues- 
day that Russia’s bloody 
offensive in Ukraine would 
continue until its goals are 
fulfilled and insisted the 
campaign was going as 
planned, despite a major 
withdrawal in the face of 
stiff Ukrainian opposition 
and significant losses. 

The Russian leader also 
used his first extended 
remarks about the war in 
nearly a month to insist that 
peace talks with Ukraine 
had reached a “dead end” 
and called the evidence of 
Russian atrocities in the 
Kyiv suburb of Bucha “fake.” 

Russian troops, thwarted 
in their push toward 
Ukraine’s capital, are now 
focusing on the eastern 
Donbas region, where 
Ukraine said Tuesday that 
it was investigating a claim 
that a poisonous substance 
had been dropped on its 
troops. It was not clear what 
the substance might be, but 
Western officials warned 
that any use of chemical 
weapons by Russia would 
be aserious escalation of the 
already devastating war. 

Russia invaded Feb. 
24, with the goal, accord- 
ing to Western officials, of 
taking Kyiv, toppling the 
government and installing a 
Moscow-friendly regime. In 
the six weeks since, Russia’s 
ground advance stalled, its 
forces lost potentially thou- 
sands of fighters, and the 
military was accused of kill- 





— 


ing civilians and other atroc- 
ities. 

Putin insisted Tuesday 
that his invasion aimed to 
protect people in parts of 
eastern Ukraine controlled 
by Moscow-backed rebels 
and to “ensure Russia’s own 
security.” 

He said Russia “had no 
other choice” but to launch 
what he calls a “special mili- 
tary operation,’ and vowed it 
would “continue until its full 
completion and the fulfill- 
ment of the tasks that have 
been set.” 

For now, Putin’s forces are 
gearing up for a major offen- 
sive in the Donbas, which 
has been torn by fighting 
between Russian-allied 


Firefighters clamber across piles of smoking rubble as they seek to con 
that was set on fire and destroyed by a Russian missile attack in Kharkiv, Ukraine. FELIPE DANA/AP 


separatists and Ukrainian 
forces since 2014, and where 
Russia has recognized the 
separatists’ claims of inde- 
pendence. 

Military strategists say 
Russian leaders appear to 
hope local support, logistics 
and terrain in the region 
favor Russia’s larger mili- 
tary, potentially allowing 
its troops to turn the tide in 
their favor. 

In Mariupol, a strategic 
port city in the Donbas, a 
Ukrainian regiment defend- 
ing a steel mill claimed a 
drone dropped a poisonous 
substance on the city. It indi- 
cated there were no serious 
injuries. 

The assertion by the Azov 


COVID-19 behind grim 
US death record in 2021 


Overdoses, cancer 
also factors in 34M 
dying, experts say 
By Mike Stobbe 


Associated Press 


NEW YORK — According 
to federal data, 2021 was the 
deadliest year in U.S. history, 
and new research is offering 
more insights into how it got 
that bad. 

The main reason for the 
increase in deaths? 

COVID-19, said Robert 
Anderson, who oversees the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention’s work on 
death statistics. 

The agency this month 
quietly updated its provi- 
sional death tally. It showed 
there were 3.465 million 
deaths last year, or about 
80,000 more than 2020’s 
record-setting total. 

Early last year, some 
experts were optimistic 
that 2021 would not be as 
bad as the first year of the 
pandemic — partly because 
effective COVID-19 vaccines 
had finally become available. 

“We were wrong, unfor- 
tunately,” said Noreen Gold- 
man, a Princeton University 
researcher. 

COVID-19 deaths rose 
in 2021 — to more than 
415,000, up from 351,000 the 
year before — as new coro- 
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navirus variants emerged 
and an unexpectedly large 
numbers of Americans 
refused to get vaccinated or 
were hesitant to wear masks, 
experts said. 

The coronavirus is not 
solely to blame. 

Preliminary CDC data 
also shows the crude 
death rate for cancer rose 
slightly, and rates contin- 
ued to increase for diabetes, 
chronic liver disease and 
stroke. 

Drug overdose deaths also 
continued to rise. 

The CDC does not yet 
have a tally for 2021 over- 
dose deaths because it can 
take weeks of lab work and 
investigation to identify 
them. But provisional data 
through October suggests 
the nation is on track to see 
at least 105,000 overdose 
deaths in 2021 — up from 
93,000 the year before. 

New research released 
Tuesday showed a particu- 
larly large jump in overdose 
deaths among 14- to 18-year- 
olds. 

Adolescent overdose 
death counts were fairly 
constant for most of the 
last decade, at around 500 a 
year, according to the paper 
published by the Journal 
of the American Medical 
Association. They almost 
doubled in 2020, to 954, and 
the researchers estimated 


Oklahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt soeaks after signing into law a bill 
making it a felony to perform an abortion. SUE OGROCKI/AP 


that the total hit nearly 1,150 
last year. 

Joseph Friedman, a UCLA 
researcher who was the 
paper’s lead author, called 
the spike “unprecedented.” 

Teen fatalities accounted 
for only about 1% of the 
total of overdose deaths 
in the United States. But 
adolescents experienced 
a greater relative increase 
than the overall population, 
even though surveys suggest 
drug use among teenagers is 
down. 

Experts attributed the 
spike to fentanyl, a highly 
lethal drug that has been cut 
into heroin for several years. 
More recently it’s also been 
pressed into counterfeit pills 
resembling prescription 
drugs that teens sometimes 
abuse. 

The total number of U.S. 
deaths often increases year 
to year as the U.S. population 
grows. But 2020 and 2021 
saw extraordinary jumps 
in death numbers and rates, 
due largely to the pandemic. 

Those national death 
trends affect life expectancy 
— an estimate of the average 
number of years a baby born 
in a given year might expect 
to live. 

With rare exceptions, U.S. 
life expectancy has reliably 
inched up year after year. 
But the CDC’s life expec- 
tancy estimate for 2020 was 
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Regiment, a far-right group 
now part of the Ukrainian 
military, could not be inde- 
pendently verified. 

It came after a Russia-al- 
lied separatist official 
appeared to urge the use of 
chemical weapons, telling 
Russian state TV on Monday 
that separatist forces should 
seize the plant by first block- 
ing all the exits. “And then 
we'll use chemical troops to 
smoke them out of there,” 
the official, Eduard Basurin, 
said. 

He denied Tuesday that 
separatist forces had used 
chemical weapons in Mari- 
upol. 

Ukraine’s Deputy Defense 
Minister Hanna Maliar said 





tain and extinguish a blaze Tuesday at a culinary school 


officials were investigating, 
and it was possible phos- 
phorus munitions, which 
cause horrendous burns but 
are not classed as chemical 
weapons, had been used in 
Mariupol. 

Much of the city has been 
razed in weeks of pummel- 
ing by Russian troops. The 
mayor said Monday that 
the siege has left more than 
10,000 civilians dead, their 
corpses “carpeted through 
the streets.” 

Mayor Vadym Boychenko 
said the death toll in Mari- 
upol could surpass 20,000 
and gave new details of alle- 
gations by Ukrainian offi- 
cials that Russian forces 
have brought mobile crema- 
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Staffers prepare to move the body of a COVID-19 patient to a funeral home van in Shreveport, 


tion equipment to dispose of 
the corpses. 

Mykhailo Podolyak, an 
adviser to Ukrainian Presi- 
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy, 
acknowledged the chal- 
lenges Ukrainian troops face 
in Mariupol. 

He said on Twitter that 
they remain blocked and 
are having issues with 
supplies, while Zelenskyy 
and Ukrainian generals “do 
everything possible (and 
impossible) to find a solu- 
tion and help our guys.” 

“For more than 1.5 months 
our defenders protect the 
city from (Russian) troops, 
which are 10+ times larger,” 
Podolyak said in a tweet. 
“They’re fighting under the 
bombs for each meter of the 
city. They make (Russia) pay 
an exorbitant price.” 

Moscow’s retreat from 
cities and towns around 
Kyiv led to the discovery 
of large numbers of appar- 
ently massacred civilians, 
prompting widespread 
condemnation and accusa- 
tions that Russia is commit- 
ting war crimes in Ukraine. 

Reports have primarily 
focused on the northwest- 
ern suburbs such as Bucha, 
where the mayor said 403 
bodies have been found. 

Mayor Anatoliy Fedoruk 
feared the toll would rise 
as minesweepers comb 
through the area. 

Putin spoke at the 
Vostochny space launch 
facility in the country’s Far 
East, during his first known 
foray outside Moscow since 
the war began. He also 
said that foreign powers 
wouldn’t succeed in isolat- 
ing Russia and that Western 
sanctions would backfire. 


The New York Times 
contributed. 
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about 77 years — more than 
a year and a half lower than 
what it was in 2019. 

The CDC has not yet 
reported its calculation 
for 2021. But Goldman 
and some other research- 
ers have been making their 
own estimates, presented 
in papers that have not yet 
been published in peer-re- 
viewed journals. 

Those researchers think 
US. life expectancy dropped 
another five or six months 
in 2021 — putting it back to 
where it was 20 years ago. 

A loss of more than two 
years of life expectancy 


over the last two years “is 
mammoth,” Goldman said. 

One study looked at death 
data in the U.S. and 19 other 
high-income countries. The 
US. fared the worst. 

“What happened in the 
U.S. is less about the vari- 
ants than the levels of resis- 
tance to vaccination and the 
public’s rejection of prac- 
tices, such as masking and 
mandates, to reduce viral 
transmission,” one of the 
study’s authors, Dr. Steven 
Woolf of Virginia Common- 
wealth University, said. 

Some experts are skepti- 
cal that life expectancy will 


bounce back. They worry 
about long-term complica- 
tions of COVID-19 that may 
hasten the deaths of people 
with chronic health prob- 
lems. 

Preliminary — and incom- 
plete — CDC data suggest 
there were 805,000 U.S. 
deaths in about the first 
three months of this year. 
That’s well below the same 
period last year, but higher 
than the comparable period 
in 2020. 

“We may end up witha 
‘new normal’ that’s a little 
higher than it was before,” 
Anderson said. 


New Okla. law makes providing abortion illegal 


By Sean Murphy 


Associated Press 


OKLAHOMA CITY — 
Oklahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt 
signed a bill into law Tues- 
day that makes it a felony 
to perform an abortion, 
punishable by up to 10 
years in prison, as part of an 
aggressive push in Repub- 
lican-led states across the 
country to scale back abor- 
tion rights. 

The bill, which takes 
effect 90 days after the 
Legislature adjourns next 


month, makes an excep- 
tion only for an abortion 
performed to save the life 
of the mother. Abortion 
rights advocates say the bill 
signed by the GOP governor 
is certain to face a legal chal- 
lenge. 

Its passage comes as the 
conservative U.S. Supreme 
Court considers ratcheting 
back abortion rights that 
have been in place for nearly 
50 years. 

“We want to outlaw abor- 
tion in the state of Okla- 
homa,” Stitt said during a 


signing ceremony for the 
bill, flanked by anti-abor- 
tion lawmakers, clergy and 
students. “I promised Okla- 
homans that I would sign 
every pro-life bill that hits 
my desk, and that’s what 
we’re doing here today.” 

Under the bill, anyone 
convicted of performing 
an abortion would face up 
to 10 years in prison and a 
$100,000 fine. It does not 
authorize criminal charges 
against a woman for receiv- 
ing an abortion. 

Sen. Nathan Dahm, a 


Broken Arrow Republican 
running for Congress who 
wrote the bill, called it the 
“strongest pro-life legisla- 
tion in the country, which 
effectively eliminates abor- 
tion in Oklahoma.” 

Dahm said the bill would 
apply to any physicians in 
Oklahoma who dispense 
abortion medication to 
women, which accounted 
for about 64% of all abor- 
tions performed in Okla- 
homa in 2020, the most 
recent year for which statis- 
tics were available. 


WORLD & NATION 


NEWS BRIEFING 


UK’s Johnson pays 
police fine, apologizes 
for lockdown parties 


From news services 


LONDON — Prime Minis- 
ter Boris Johnson said Tues- 
day that he paid a fine from 
police for attending a lock- 
down-breaching birthday 
party in his official residence, 
making him the first British 
leader to be sanctioned for 
breaking the law while in 
office. 

The fines for Johnson, his 
wife, Carrie, and Treasury 
chief Rishi Sunak brought 
a simmering crisis for the 
prime minister back to full 
boil, with opposition politi- 
cians calling for his resigna- 
tion. 

Johnson and his Conserva- 
tive government have faced 
growing outrage since alle- 
gations surfaced late last year 
that he and his staff flouted 
Britain’s pandemic restric- 
tions and held office parties in 
2020 and 2021 when millions 
in the country were barred 
from meeting with friends 
and family — or even attend- 
ing funerals for their loved 
ones. 

“T have paid the fine and 
want to offer a full apology,” 
Johnson said. “I understand 
the anger many will feel that I 
myself fell short when it came 
to observing the very rules 
which the government I lead 
had introduced to protect the 
public. I accept in all sincer- 
ity that people had the right 
to expect better.” 

Downing Street said John- 
son was being sanctioned for 
attending a “gathering of two 
or more people indoors in the 
Cabinet Room at 10 Downing 
Street” on June 19, 2020. The 
event was asurprise birthday 
party for the prime minister. 

London’s Metropolitan 
Police force said it had issued 
at least 50 fines after inves- 
tigating a dozen events held 
in 10 Downing St. and other 
government buildings. 

Opponents, and some 
members of the governing 
Conservative Party, say John- 


son should resign. 

“Boris Johnson and Rishi 
Sunak have broken the law 
and repeatedly lied to the 
British public,” said Keir 
Starmer, leader of the oppo- 
sition Labour Party. “The 
Conservatives are totally 
unfit to govern. Britain 
deserves better,’ 


Hackers disrupted: West- 
ern law enforcement agen- 
cies have dismantled an 
online marketplace used 
to buy and sell hacked and 
stolen personal data belong- 
ing to millions of people, and 
have charged the platform’s 
founder and chief adminis- 
trator, officials announced 
Tuesday. 

Authorities say the Raid- 
Forums website trafficked 
in hundreds of databases 
of sensitive data, includ- 
ing credit card and Social 
Security numbers and bank 
account information, that had 
been hacked or stolen from 
victims. 

In addition to seizing 
three domains that hosted 
the website, officials have 
arrested 21-year-old Diogo 
Santos Coelho of Portu- 
gal, who prosecutors say 
controlled and administered 
the platform between 2015 
and this past January, when 
he was taken into custody in 
the United Kingdom. 

The U.S. is seeking his 
extradition to federal court 
in Alexandria, Virginia ,on 
charges including conspir- 
acy, access device fraud and 
ageravated identify. 


New York resignation: New 
York Lt. Gov. Brian Benja- 
min resigned Tuesday in the 
wake of his arrest in a federal 
corruption investigation, Gov. 
Kathy Hochul said, creating 
a political crisis for her seven 
months after she selected 
Benjamin as a partner to 
make a fresh start in an office 
already rocked by scandal. 
Benjamin, a Democrat, was 
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Holy Week procession: An image of Jesus is carried by Catholic faithful as they take part in La Resena procession Tuesday 
during Holy Week in Guatemala City. The procession began early in the morning with parishioners carrying a multitude of 
religious images and statues or bouquets of flowers. Good Friday and Easter are in a few days. JOHAN ORDONEZ/GETTY-AFP 


accused in an indictment of 
participating in a scheme 
to obtain campaign contri- 
butions from a real estate 
developer in exchange for 
Benjamin’s agreement to use 
his influence as a state sena- 
tor to get a $50,000 grant of 
state funds for a nonprofit 
organization the developer 
controlled. 

Facing charges including 
bribery, fraud, conspiracy and 
falsification of records, Benja- 
min pleaded not guilty Tues- 
day at an initial appearance in 
Manhattan federal court. He 
was released and bail was set 
at $250,000. 


S. Dakota impeachment: 
The South Dakota House 
on Tuesday impeached state 
Attorney General Jason 
Ravnsborg over a 2020 car 
crash in which he killed a 
pedestrian but initially said 
he might have struck a deer 
or another large animal. 
Ravnsborg, a Republi- 
can, is the first official to be 
impeached in South Dakota 
history. He will at least 
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temporarily be removed 
from office pending the 
historic Senate trial, where 
it takes a two-thirds majority 
to convict on impeachment 
charges. 

Ravnsborg pleaded no 
contest last year to a pair of 
traffic misdemeanors in the 
crash, including making an 
illegal lane change. He has 
cast Joseph Boever’s death 
as a tragic accident. 


Korean tensions: North 
Korea is destroying a South 
Korean-owned golf course 
at a scenic mountain resort 
in the second confirmed case 
of South Korean assets being 
eliminated in an area where 
the rivals once ran a joint tour 
program, officials said Tues- 
day in Seoul. 

North Korea’s demolition 
of South Korean-built facili- 
ties atits Diamond Mountain 
resort comes as ties between 
the countries remain strained 
over the North’s recent series 
of high-profile missile tests. 

Responding to queries by 
The Associated Press, Seoul’s 





Unification Ministry said it 
has confirmed North Korea 
is demolishing the resort in 
addition to a South Kore- 
an-owned hotel there. 

The ministry said it urges 
North Korea to stop destroy- 
ing the South Korean facil- 
ities. It demanded North 
Korea return to talks to 
address the issue. The two 
Koreas jointly ran a tour proj- 
ect at the resort for about 10 
years during an earlier era of 
inter-Korean detente. 


Nigeria violence: An armed 
gang has killed more than 
100 people in a remote part 
of northern Nigeria, survi- 
vors and local authorities said 
Tuesday. 

The attackers targeted four 
villages in the Kanam area of 
Plateau State, the most recent 
in aseries of attacks in Nige- 
ria’s north. 

Such attacks in Nige- 
ria’s northern region have 
become frequent, especially 
between Fulani Muslims who 
are mostly cattle herders and 
Christian communities from 


the Hausa and other ethnic 
groups who are mainly farm- 
ers. 

The conflict over access to 
land and water has further 
worsened the sectarian divi- 
sion between Christians and 
Muslims in Nigeria, Africa’s 
most populous nation with 
its 206 million people deeply 
divided along religious lines. 


Salmonella outbreak: Euro- 
pean health officials inves- 
tigating an outbreak of 
salmonella linked to choco- 
late Easter eggs that has sick- 
ened at least 150 children 
across the continent said 
Tuesday they suspect itis due 
to bad buttermilk in a Belgian 
factory. 

In an assessment of the 
continuing outbreak, experts 
at the European Center for 
Disease Prevention and 
Control and the European 
Food Safety Authority said 
they had matched the same 
salmonella strain currently 
infecting people to samples 
taken from a factory in 
Belgium last December. 
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WORLD & NATION 


Experts: Asian big count misleading 


US census masks 
ereat variation in 
who was counted 


By Terry Tang 
and Mike Schneider 


Associated Press 


PHOENIX — Jennifer 
Chau was astonished last 
month when the U.S. Census 
Bureau’s report card on 
how accurately it counted 
the U.S. population in 2020 
showed that Asian people 
were overcounted by the 
highest rate of any race or 
ethnic group. 

The director of an Asian 
American advocacy group 
thought thousands of 
people would be missed — 
outreach activities had been 
scratched by the coronavi- 
rus pandemic, and she and 
her staff feared widespread 
language barriers and wari- 
ness of sharing information 
with the government could 
hinder participation. 

They also thought recent 
attacks against Asian Amer- 
icans could stir up fears 
within the Asian population, 
the fastest-growing race or 
ethnic group in the U.S. 

“T’m honestly shocked,” 
said Chau, director of the 
Arizona Asian American 
Native Hawaiian and Pacific 
Islander For Equity Coalition. 

But Chau and other advo- 
cates and academics also 
believe the overcounting of 
the Asian population by 2.6% 
in the once-a-decade U.S. 
head count may not be all 
that it seems on the surface. 
They say it likely masks 
great variation in who was 
counted among different 
Asian communities in the 
US. They also believe it could 
signal that biracial and multi- 
racial residents identified as 
Asian in larger numbers than 
in the past. 

The specifics are diffi- 
cult to determine because 
all Asian communities are 
grouped under the same 
race category in the census. 
This conceals the wide vari- 
ety of income, education and 
health backgrounds between 


' 





Asian American advocacy group director Jennifer Chau works last week at her office in Tempe, Arizona. ROSS D. FRANKLIN/AP 


subgroups and tends to blur 
characteristics unique to 
certain communities, some 
advocates said. 

It may also perpetuate 
the “model minority” myth 
of Asians being affluent and 
well-educated. 

“Asian Americans have 
the largest income inequality 
than any other racial groups 
in the U.S. and the overall 
overcount likely masks the 
experiences of Asian ethnic 
groups who were more 
vulnerable to being under- 
counted,” said Aggie Yellow 
Horse, an assistant profes- 
sor of Asian Pacific Ameri- 
can Studies at Arizona State 
University. 

Almost four dozen U.S. 
House members this month 
asked the Census Bureau to 
break down the accuracy of 
the count of Asian residents 
by subgroups. Asians in the 
US. trace their roots to more 
than 20 countries, with China 
and India having the larg- 
est representation. But the 
bureau has no plans to do so, 


at least not in the immediate 
future. 

“To really see how the 
Asian American community 
fared, you need lower-level 
geography to understand if 
there was an undercount or 
if certain communities fared 
better than others,” said Terry 
Ao Minnis, senior director of 
census and voting programs 
at Asian Americans Advanc- 
ing Justice. 

Asians were overcounted 
by a higher rate than any 
other group. White resi- 
dents who aren’t Hispanic 
were overcounted by 0.6%. 
The Black population was 
undercounted by 3.3%, those 
who identified as some other 
race had a 4.3% undercount, 
almost 5% of the Hispanic 
population was missed and 
more than 5.6% of American 
Indians living on reservations 
were undercounted. 

Civil rights leaders blamed 
the undercounts on hurdles 
created by the pandemic 
and political interference 
by then-President Donald 


Trump’s administration, 
which tried unsuccessfully to 
add a citizenship question to 
the census form and cut field 
operations short. 

The census not only is used 
for determining how many 
congressional seats each 
state gets and for redraw- 
ing political districts; it helps 
determine how $1.5 trillion a 
year in federal funding is allo- 
cated. Overcounts, which are 
revealed through a survey 
the bureau conducts apart 
from the census, occur when 
people are counted twice, 
suchas college students being 
counted on campus and at 
their parents’ homes. 

In the 2020 census, 19.9 
million residents identi- 
fied as “Asian alone,” a 35% 
increase from 2010. Another 
4.1 million residents identi- 
fied as Asian in combination 
with another race group, a 
55% jump from 2010. Asians 
now make up more than 7% 
of the U.S. population. 

Some of the growth by 
Asians in the 2020 census 





A woman makes her way past a power plant March 16 in Vinnytsia, Ukraine. Officials say 
Russian hackers tried to knock out power to millions of Ukrainians last week. RODRIGO ABD/AP 


WAR IN UKRAINE 


Ukraine says Russian hackers 
tried to shut down power grid 


By Frank Bajak 


Associated Press 


BOSTON — Russian mili- 
tary hackers attempted to 
knock out power to millions 
of Ukrainians last week in 
a long-planned attack but 
were foiled, Ukrainian 
government officials said 
Tuesday. 

At one targeted high-volt- 
age power station, the 
hackers succeeded in pene- 
trating and disrupting part 
of the industrial control 
system, but people defend- 
ing the station were able to 
prevent electrical outages, 
the Ukrainians said. 

“The threat was seri- 
ous, but it was prevented 
in a timely manner,” a top 
Ukrainian cybersecurity 
official, Victor Zhora, told 
reporters through an inter- 
preter. “It looks that we 
were very lucky.” 

The hackers from 
Russia’s GRU military 
intelligence agency used 
an upgraded version of 
malware first seen in its 
successful 2016 attack 
that caused blackouts in 
Kyiv, officials said, that 
was customized to target 
multiple substations. They 
simultaneously seeded 
malware designed to wipe 


out computer operating 
systems, hindering recov- 
ery. 
Authorities did not 
specify how many substa- 
tions were targeted or 
their location, citing secu- 
rity concerns, but a deputy 
energy minister, Farid Safa- 
rov, said “2 million people 
would have been without 
electricity supply if it was 
successful.” 

Zhora, deputy chair of 
the State Service of Special 
Communications, said the 
malware was programmed 
to knock out power Friday 
evening just as people 
returned home from work 
and switched on news 
reports. 

He said that power grid 
networks were penetrated 
before the end of Febru- 
ary, when Russia invaded, 
and that the attackers later 
uploaded the malware, 
dubbed Industroyer2. The 
malware succeeded in 
disrupting one component 
of the impacted power 
station’s management 
systems, also known as 
SCADA systems. 

Zhora would not offer 
further details or explain 
how the attack was defeated 
or which partners may have 
assisted directly in defeating 


it. He did acknowledge the 
depth of international assis- 
tance Ukraine has received 
in identifying intrusions 
and the challenges of trying 
to rid government, power 
grid and telecommunica- 
tions networks of attackers. 
The helpers include techni- 
cians from U.S. Cybercom- 
mand. 

Cybercom was asked 
if it assisted in the emer- 
gency response but did not 
answer. 

The Computer Emer- 
gency Response Team of 
Ukraine thanked Microsoft 
and the cybersecurity firm 
ESET for their assistance in 
dealing with the power grid 
attack in a bulletin posted 
online. 

Officials said the attacks 
had been planned at least 
since March 23. 

GRU hackers from a 
group that researchers call 
Sandworm twice success- 
fully attacked Ukraine’s 
power grid — in the winters 
of 2015 and 2016. U.S. pros- 
ecutors indicted six GRU 
officials in 2020 for using 
a previous version of the 
Industroyer malware to 
attack Ukraine’s power grid 
by gaining control of electri- 
cal substation switches and 
circuit breakers. 


WAR IN UKRAINE 


may be rooted in the fluid- 
ity of how some, particularly 
those biracial or multiracial, 
report their identity on the 
census form, said Paul Ong, a 
professor emeritus of urban 
planning and Asian American 
Studies at UCLA. 

“People change their 
identity from one survey to 
another, and this is much 
more prevalent among those 
who are multiracial or bira- 
cial?’ Ong said. 

Lan Hoang, a Vietnamese 
American woman who works 
at the same coalition as Chau, 
listed her three young chil- 
dren as Asian, as well as white 
and Hispanic to represent her 
husband’s background. She 
used the census as an oppor- 
tunity to talk to them about 
the importance of identity, 
even reading them a kids’ 
book about the head count. 

“Tt talks about how import- 
ant it is that you let others 
know that you’re here, this is 
who you represent,” Hoang 
said. “When I filled out (the 
form), they were totally 


surprised. ... ‘Yeah, you’re 
three different things in one. 
You're special?” 

Conversations about 
declaring one’s Asian back- 
ground are especially 
meaningful given the anti- 
Asian hate brought on by 
the pandemic, Hoang said. 
Eight people, including six 
women of Asian descent, 
were fatally shot last year 
at Georgia massage busi- 
nesses, and thousands more 
attacks against Asians have 
happened across the U.S. 

Such factors may have 
led some multiracial people 
who ordinarily would have 
indicated on the census form 
that they were white, Black 
or some other race to instead 
select Asian, Ong said. 

“When that happens, 
people who are multiracial 
go in two directions: They 
reject their minority identity 
or they embrace it,’ Ong said. 
“With the rise of anti-Asian 
hostility, it forced some multi- 
racial Asians to select asingle 
identity.” 

Another factor that may 
have contributed to the 
Asian overcount is the fact 
that young adult Asians were 
more likely to be in college 
than other racial or ethnic 
groups: 58% compared to 
42% or less for young adults 
of other race or ethnic back- 
grounds. That may have led 
them to be counted twice, 
on campuses and at their 
parents’ homes, where they 
went after colleges and 
universities closed because 
of the pandemic. 

UCLA junior Lauren Chen 
spent most of her freshman 
year back home in Arizona 
in 2020. Her father included 
Chen on the household 
census form even though 
Census Bureau rules said she 
should have been counted at 
school. Chen has no idea if 
she was counted twice. 

“UCLA was pretty 
swamped with trying to 
figure out how to get people 
their belongings. ... It was a 
very messy moment, and I 
don’t think I knew anyone 
that got mail or anything like 
that,” Chen said. 


Czechs offer free gun course, 
training to assist Ukrainians 


By Karel Janicek 


Associated Press 


BRNO, Czech Repub- 
lic — Of the first four shots 
Olha Dembitska fired from 
an AK-47 assault rifle in her 
life, one hit the target. 

“It’s pretty difficult the 
first time,” the 22-year-old 
Ukrainian woman acknowl- 
edged. 

On this occasion, the 
target was the shape of a 
human body at a shooting 
range in the Czech Repub- 
hie. 

Next time, it might be 
for real, in Ukraine, and the 
target could be one of the 
Russian troops who have 
invaded her homeland. 

Dembitska is one of at 
least 130 men and women 
who have undergone free- 
of-charge training for 
Ukrainians living in the 
Czech Republic who want 
to learn how to fight the 
invaders. 

Almost none of the 
participants had any expe- 
rience with weapons before 
war struck their homeland. 

Since Russia launched its 
military offensive, Ukrai- 
nians from all parts of the 
country and elsewhere have 
been arriving in the Czech 
Republic’s second-larg- 
est city, Brno, attracted by 
courses designed to teach 
them essentials and skills 
to safely handle rifles and 
inflict damage on their 
enemy. 

Beside learning to shoot, 
the courses give them the 
basics about guns, move- 
ment around the battlefield 
and a lesson in providing 
first aid, something that can 
save lives if they’re mobi- 
lized by their embattled 
country or decide to return 
home as volunteers to join 
the Ukrainian army. 

They are all motivated. 

“It’s horrible?” Dembitska 
said about the situation in 
her homeland. She gets her 
news from social media 
and from phone calls with 
a friend in the southern 





An instructor trains Ukrainian nationals Sunday at a shooting 
range in Brno, Czech Republic. About 130 Ukrainians have 
taken the free, three-hour course. PETR DAVID JOSEK/AP 


city of Kherson, seized by 
Russian troops in the early 
stages of the invasion. 

“She tells me everything. 
They haven’t received 
humanitarian aid. It’s a 
horror what the Russian 
soldiers are doing, I’m sick 
of it.” 

Michal Ratajsky, owner 
of CS Solutions, a security 
company that offers the 
training program at its base 
on the outskirts of Brno, 
located some 125 miles 
southeast of Prague, called 
it “our contribution to the 
help for Ukrainians.” 

“We view it as a morale 
boost we’re giving them 
in this situation, an effort 
to show we’re supporting 
them and that we will do 
for them what we can at the 
given moment,” Ratajsky 
said. “That was our motiva- 
tion and goal.” 

A crowdfunding 
campaign helped secure 
enough money for the 
ammunition, while his 
company provides the 
rest, including instructors, 
weapons and the shooting 
range. 

Ratajsky said the three- 
hour training should be 
enough to introduce the 
Ukrainians to new, unfa- 
miliar skills. 

“We know that we don’t 
make soldiers of them in 
those three hours,” he said. 
“We try to do the maximum 


for them in the time, with 
the focus on their safety.” 

Some of the participants 
have returned for repeated 
lessons. Some have come 
from as far away as Vienna 
in neighboring Austria. 
Some took the course on 
their way back to Ukraine 
from Western Europe, Rata- 
jsky said. 

He said the Ukrainians 
are united by anger about 
the Russian aggression. 

“They take it seriously 
and want to do something 
about it,’ he said. 

He said that because 
some 80% percent of troop 
losses in a war like the one 
in Ukraine are caused by 
artillery and missiles, a 
sense of self-preservation 
and knowledge of first aid 
might be more useful for 
survival than shooting. 

“We’re aware of the 
limits of what we can get 
them ready for and make no 
secret of it,” Ratajsky said. 

Yehor Nechyporenko, 
38, who had traveled 160 
miles from the town of 
Mlada Boleslav to Brno for 
the second time, said he is 
helping refugees who have 
arrived in the Czech Repub- 
lic but wants to be ready to 
go back home to fight. 

“It’s very useful for me,” 
he said of the training. “I 
really like it. I need to learn 
those things because I 
didn’t do military service.” 
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GILBERT GOT TFRIED 1955-2022 


Independent, intentionally 
bizarre comedian’s comedian 


By Andrew Dalton 


Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES — Gilbert 
Gottfried, the actor and 
legendary stand-up comic 
known for his raw, scorched 
voice and crude jokes, has 
died. He was 67. 

Gottfried died from a 
rare genetic muscle disease 
that can trigger a danger- 
ously abnormal heartbeat, 
his publicist and longtime 
friend Glenn Schwartz said 
in a statement. 

“In addition to being the 
most iconic voice in comedy, 
Gilbert was a wonderful 
husband, brother, friend 
and father to his two young 
children. Although today is 
asad day for all of us, please 
keep laughing as loud as 
possible in Gilbert’s honor,” 
his family said in astatement 
posted on Twitter. 

Gottfried was a fiercely 
independent and inten- 
tionally bizarre comedian’s 
comedian, as likely to clear 
a room with anti-comedy 
as he was to kill it with his 
jokes. 

He first came to national 
attention with frequent 
appearances on MTV in its 
early days and with a brief 
stint in the cast of “Saturday 
Night Live” in the 1980s. 
Gottfried also did frequent 
voice work for children’s 
television and movies, most 
famously playing the parrot 
Iago in Disney’s “Aladdin.” 

He was particularly fond 
of doing obscure and dated 
impressions for as long as he 
could milk them, including 
Groucho Marx, Bela Lugosi 
and Andrew “Dice” Clay. He 
would often do those voices 
as a guest on the Howard 
Stern show, prompting 
listeners by the dozens 


Judge 


from Page 1 


others about how judges 
are appointed and, once 
appointed, how they are 
held accountable. The 
Supreme Court’s interven- 
tion in the standoff is taking 
place as the legislature once 
again embarks on the mostly 
secret process of appointing 
a large number of Superior 
Court nominees chosen by 
Gov. Ned Lamont. The legis- 
lature’s judiciary commit- 
tee approved 22 new judges 
earlier this year and Lamont 
is expected to submit another 
10 nominees before the 
session ends in early May. 

The Supreme Court 
decided last year to take 
charge of the Bruno case and 
decide what, if any discipline 
is appropriate. It is the first 
time the court has embarked 
ona process that could lead to 
dismissal of a judge, a consti- 
tutional position with protec- 
tions greater than those of 
civil service employees. 

Under the high court’s 
order, Devlin is permitted to 
appoint assistants to work 
on the investigation, all of 
whom will have access to the 
volumes of sealed records 
and medical reports already 
on file. 

“In addition, the Office of 
the Chief Court Administra- 
tor, all Connecticut judges, 
and all judicial branch 
employees, shall promptly 
and fully cooperate with the 
investigator and his designees 
in connection with the inves- 
tigation, and shall provide to 
them any records or other 
information upon request,’ 
the order states. 

Bruno, who remains a 
salaried judge in spite of 
her years-long absence, 
also is ordered to “fully and 
promptly cooperate with 
the Investigation” includ- 
ing requests by Devlin or his 
staff for interviews, records 
in possession of third parties, 
and records in possession 
of the state Commission on 
Human Rights and Opportu- 
nities and the state Judicial 
Review Council. 

Bruno previously filed a 
complaint with the Commis- 
sion of Human Rights and 
Opportunities, claiming 
that she is being discrimi- 
nated against on the basis of 
a disability because admin- 
istrators of the court system 
will not accommodate her by 
providing her with a stress- 
free work environment. Chief 
Court Administrator Patrick 
Carroll was required by law 
to refer Bruno to the Judicial 





Actor and stand-up comic 
Gilbert Gottfried, 67, died 
from arare genetic muscle 
disease. JOHN SHEARER/ 
INVISION 2012 


to call in and beg Stern to 
throw him off. 

In his early days at the 
club the Comedy Store in 
Hollywood, the manag- 
ers would have him do his 
impression of then-little- 
known Jerry Seinfeld at the 
end of the night to get rid of 
lingering patrons. 

Gottfried was especially 
beloved by his fellow come- 
dians and performers. 

“I am so sad to read 
about the passing of Gilbert 
Gottfried,” actor Marlee 
Matlin said on Twitter. 
“Funny, politically incorrect 
but asoftie on the inside. We 
met many times; he even 
pranked me on a plane, 
replacing my interpreter.” 
(Gottfried bore a close 
resemblance to Matlin’s 
American Sign Language 
interpreter Jack Jason.) 

“Seinfeld” actor Jason 
Alexander tweeted that 
“Gilbert Gottfried made me 
laugh at times when laugh- 
ter did not come easily. What 
a gift.” 

Gottfried was born in 
Brooklyn borough of New 
York, the son of a hardware 


Review Council, the secre- 
tive agency that adjudicates 
routine complaints against 
judges, when she refused his 
request to submit to an inde- 
pendent medical examina- 
tion. 

Should Bruno fail to 
comply with the Supreme 
Court order, she will face 
“further disciplinary 
proceedings,” according to 
the order. 

Devlin is instructed to keep 
the investigation secret and 
submit his findings when 
complete to the justices, 
who will decide at that 
point what further steps are 
required. One section of the 
court’s order gives Devlin the 
authority to explore “alterna- 
tive resolutions to the issues 
underlying this investiga- 
tion,” a suggestion that he 
can negotiate Bruno’s resig- 
nation. 

The justices declined to 
discuss the order. Bruno’s 
lawyer, Jacques Parenteau, 
said she will cooperate. 

“IT think we are in an 
unprecedented area here,” 
Parenteau said. ‘Judge Bruno 
fully intends to comply with 
the order of the court.” 

Bruno and the judges of 
the state judicial branch 
have been at odds for years 
over her attendance and job 
performance, according to 
internal agency correspon- 
dence. The precise nature of 
the dispute remains some- 
thing of a mystery, because 
records and correspondence 
describing the medical condi- 
tion or conditions underlying 
the disagreement are sealed 

She last reported to work 
on Nov. 14, 2019. In a filing 
with the court she claims 
“the stressful work environ- 
ment related to the hostility 
toward my medical condi- 
tions and appointments to 
treat ongoing health issues 
reached a peak” two weeks 
before then, when she left 
work to see her primary care 
physician about an undis- 
closed medical condition. By 
that point, the judicial branch 
administration had become 
concerned about absences by 
her and other judges and had 
initiated an audit. 

Bruno alleged in the filing 
that, “While I was in the 
doctor’s office Judge (Anna) 
Ficeto continued the harass- 
ment directed by Chief Court 
Administrator Carroll in leav- 
ing a voice mail on my phone 
that was critical of my taking 
time to attend to health 
issues.” 

According to Bruno, Ficeto, 
who was supervising the 
Waterbury Courthouse, said 
she had become aware from 


store owner and a stay-at- 
home mom. He began doing 
amateur stand-up at age 15. 

He thought he was getting 
his big break when he 
landed a spot on “Saturday 
Night Live” alongside Eddie 
Murphy in 1980. But he was 
given little to do on the 
show and would last only 
12 episodes. But he would 
find his own way, doing 
bits on MTV and as a both 
beloved and hated guest on 
talk shows. He had roles in 
“Beverly Hills Cop IT” and 
the “Problem Child” films 
and presented bad movies as 
host of “USA Up All Night” 
from 1989 to 1998. And he 
had recurring voice roles 
on “Ren and Stimpy,’ “The 
Fairly OddParents” and 
several spin-offs of “Alad- 
din.” 

Gottfried’s schtick wasn’t 
always popular. 

In 2011, Aflac Inc. fired 
him as the voice of the duck 
in its commercials over a 
tasteless tweet the comic 
sent about the earthquake 
and tsunami in Japan. 

“To me, funny is funny,” he 
said last month. “I’ll regret a 
bit I do that just doesn’t get a 
laugh, because it’s not funny 
or an ad lib that doesn’t 
work. But if it gets a laugh, I 
feel like, I’m the comedian, 
and that’s my job.” 

He made many noto- 
rious contributions to 
televised roasts, his harsh- 
ness and love of old-timey 
stand-up style making him 
a perfect contributor. He 
took famously cruel and 
relentless jabs at roastees, 
including George Takei and 
Roseanne. 

Gottfried is survived by 
his wife, Dara, sister Karen, 
daughter Lily, 14, and son 
Max, 12. 


a colleague that Bruno was 
taking a week off for medical 
purposes. Ficeto asked Bruno 
to provide a medical note. 

“_.. SO you just need to be 
aware of the fact that your 
attendance, your doctor’s 
appointments and all those 
things are being scrutinized 
at every level. I understand 
you’ve got doctor’s appoint- 
ments coming up, once again 
they’re in the middle of the 
day,” the affidavit recounts 
Ficeto as saying on the voice- 
mail. “You keep digging this 
hole for yourself Alice, I don’t 
know how many ways to tell 
you that what you’re doing is 
not acceptable. Call me when 
you get a chance. .... Thank 
you.” 

Bruno, appointed by 
former Gov. Dannel P. Malloy, 
submitted a letter from her 
doctor on Nov. 26, 2019 and 
said she would be back at 
work Dec. 11, 2019. But she 
submitted another note 
before then, saying she was 
unable to return to work, the 
affidavit says. 

In her affidavit, Bruno 
claims that at one point the 
judicial branch proposed 
having her return to work in 
Waterbury — which is rela- 
tively close to her home, but 
also where Ficeto was work- 
ing — as a proposed accom- 
modation. Bruno said she 
rejected the offer because 
Ficeto allegedly had been 
hostile to her in the past, apart 
from what Bruno said she 
considered to be the antago- 
nistic voice message. 

“For example, after I was 
appointed to Waterbury Judi- 
cial District she would not say 
hello to me when passing me 
in building,’ Bruno wrote. 

Bruno said what she 
claimed was mistreatment 
by colleagues began as early 
as 2015. 

“T was assigned to domes- 
tic violence docket in the 
Judicial District of Hartford 
in July of 2015,” she wrote, 
also claiming she “was forced 
to work witha high tempera- 
ture and fever because Chief 
Court Administrator told me 
that I could not take time off. 

“It was also during this 
assignment that I was 
informed that I could not 
schedule doctor’s appoint- 
ments on Monday or Friday, 
or even during the workday. 
As will be seen these unrea- 
sonable restrictions on my 
ability to obtain medical treat- 
ment eventually caused me 
to experience severe, physi- 
cal stress and mental distress 
that resulted in hospital- 
ization for cardiac distress 
symptoms in November of 
2019,” she wrote. 
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Inflation up 8.5% in past 
year, highest since 1981 


Bottlenecked supply chains, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine contributing factors 


By Paul Wiseman, Anne D’Innocenzio 
and Mae Anderson 


Associated Presss 


WASHINGTON — Inflation soared over 
the past year at its fastest pace in more than 
40 years, with costs for food, gasoline, hous- 
ing and other necessities squeezing Amer- 
ican consumers and wiping out the pay 
raises that many people have received. 

The Labor Department said Tuesday that 
its consumer price index jumped 8.5% in 
March from 12 months earlier, the sharpest 
year-over-year increase since 1981. 

Prices have been driven up by bottle- 
necked supply chains, robust consumer 
demand and disruptions to global food and 
energy markets worsened by Russia’s war 
against Ukraine. From February to March, 
inflation rose 1.2%, the biggest month-to- 
month jump since 2005. Gasoline prices 
drove more than half that increase. 

Across the economy, the year-over-year 
price spikes were widespread. Gasoline 
prices rocketed 48% in the past 12 months. 
Used car prices have soared 35%, though 


Onetime 


Kmart once had more than 
2,000 retail stores in the US: 
now it’s down to a handful 


By David Porter 


Associated Press 


AVENEL, N.J. — The familiar sights 
and sounds are still there: the scuffed and 
faded floor tiles, the relentless beige-on- 
beige color scheme, the toddlers’ clothes 
and refrigerators — and pretty much every- 
thing in between. 

There’s even a canned recording that 
begins, “Attention, Kmart shoppers” — 
except it’s to remind folks about COVID- 
19 precautions, not to alert them to a flash 
sale over in ladies’ lingerie like days of old. 

Many of the shelves are bare, though, at 
the Kmart in Avenel, picked over by bargain 
hunters as the store prepares to close its 
doors for good Saturday. 

Once it shutters, the number of Kmarts 
in the country — once well over 2,000 — 
will be down to a handful of stores in the 
US and its territories, according to multiple 
reports, in a retail world now dominated by 
Walmart, Target and Amazon. 

In its heyday, Kmart sold product lines 
endorsed by celebrities Martha Stewart 


they actually fell in February and March. 
Bedroom furniture is up 14.7%, men’s suits 
and coats 14.5%. 

Grocery prices have jumped 10%, includ- 
ing 18% increases for both bacon and 
oranges. 

Investors focused on a bright spot in the 
report and sent stock prices up: So-called 
core inflation, which excludes volatile 
food and energy prices, rose just 0.3% from 
February to March, the smallest monthly 
rise since September. Over the past year, 
though, core prices are up 6.5%, the most 
since 1982. 

“The inflation fire is still out of control,” 
said Christopher Rupkey, chief economist 
at the research firm FWDBONDS LLC. 

The March inflation numbers were the 
first to fully capture the surge in gasoline 
prices that followed Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine on Feb. 24. Moscow’s attacks have 
triggered far-reaching Western sanctions 
against the Russian economy and disrupted 
food and energy markets. According to 
AAA, the average price of a gallon of gaso- 
line — $4.10 — is up 43% from a year ago, 


People walk through the parking lot of aKmart on Monday in Avenel, N.J. The store is scheduled to close Saturday. SETH WENIG/AP 


giant nears the end 


and Jaclyn Smith, sponsored NASCAR auto 
races and was mentioned in movies includ- 
ing “Rain Man” and “Beetlejuice.” 

The chain cemented a place in American 
culture with its Blue Light Specials, a flash- 
ing blue orb affixed to a pole that would 
beckon shoppers to a flash sale in progress. 
Part of its success was due to its early adop- 
tion of layaway programs, which allowed 
customers who lacked credit to reserve 
items and pay for them in installments. 

Kmart had a little bit of everything: You 
could shop for your kids’ back-to-school 
supplies, get your car tuned up and grab a 
meal without leaving. 

“Kmart was part of America,’ said 
Michael Lisicky, a Baltimore-based author 
who has written several books on U.S. 
retail history. “Everybody went to Kmart, 
whether you liked it or not. They had every- 
thing. You had toys. You had sporting goods. 
You had candy. You had stationery. It was 
something for everybody.” 

Kmart’s decline has been slow but steady, 
brought about by years of falling sales, 
changes in shopping habits and Walmart, 
which coincidentally began its life within 
months of Kmart’s founding in 1962. 

Struggling to compete with Walmart’s 
low prices and Target’s trendier offerings, 
Kmart filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy 


though it’s dipped in the past couple of 
weeks. 

The acceleration of inflation has 
occurred against the backdrop of a booming 
job market and a solid overall economy. In 
March, employers added a robust 431,000 
jobs — the 11th straight month in which 
they’ve added at least 400,000. For 2021, 
they added 6.7 million jobs, the most in any 
year on record. In addition, job openings 
are near record highs, layoffs are at their 
lowest point since 1968 and the unemploy- 
ment rate is just above a half-century low. 

Economists note that as the economy has 
emerged from the depths of the pandemic, 
consumers have been gradually broaden- 
ing their spending beyond goods to include 
more services. 

A result is that high inflation, which 
at first had reflected a mainly shortage of 
goods has been emerging in services, too, 
like travel, health care and entertainment. 

Airline fares, for instance, have jumped 
an average of nearly 24% in the past 12 
months. The average cost of a hotel room 
is up 29%. 





protection in 2002 — becoming the largest 
US. retailer to take that step — and said it 
would close more than 250 stores. 

A few years later, hedge fund executive 
Edward Lampert combined Sears and 
Kmart and pledged to return them to their 
former greatness, but the recession and the 
rising dominance of Amazon contributed in 
derailing those goals. Sears filed for Chap- 
ter 11 in 2018 and has a handful of stores 
left in the U.S. where it once had thousands. 

It didn’t have to end this way, according 
to Mark Cohen, director of retail studies 
at Columbia University in New York and 
former CEO of Sears Canada. Trying to 
compete with Walmart on price was a fool- 
ish strategy, he said, and Lampert was criti- 
cized for not having a retail background and 
appearing more interested in stripping the 
assets of the two chains for their cash value. 

“It’s astudy in greed, avarice and incom- 
petence,” Cohen said. “Sears should have 
never gone away; Kmart was in worse 
shape, but not fatally so. And now they’re 
both gone. 

“Retailers fall by the wayside sometimes 
because they’re selling things people don’t 
want to buy,” he said. “In the case of Kmart, 
everything they used to sell, people are 
buying, but they’re buying it from Walmart 
and Target.” 


CFPB sues TransUnion for ignoring order 


By Ken Sweet 


Associated Press 


NEW YORK — The Consumer Finan- 
cial Protection Bureau is suing TransUnion 
and one of its longtime executives alleging 
that the credit company completely “disre- 
garded” a previous order from five years 
ago to stop selling dubious credit-related 
products and marketing. 

TransUnion entered into an agreement 
with the CFPB in 2017, agreeing to pay $13.9 
million in restitution and $3 million in civil 
penalties, saying it would stop trying to sell 
customers credit monitoring subscription 
products and would provide aclear way for 
a customer to cancel a subscription if they 
no longer wanted it. 


Instead of taking actions to stop these 
practices, the CFPB alleged Tuesday that 
former TransUnion executive John Dana- 
her, who left the company in 2021, looked 
for ways to keep the subscription revenues 
flowing. This included keeping a vague 
“checkbox” on the TransUnion website that 
signed up customers for products that they 
may not have wanted. 

This often happened when a customer 
used annualcreditreport.com, the Federal 
Government’s portal that gives every Amer- 
ican access to their credit report from each 
of the bureaus free once a year. 

The CFPB said that roughly 18% of 
TransUnion’s annual revenue came from 
these services, which means it would 
have been a substantial hit to the Chicago 


company’s bottom line if it were to stop the 
program entirely. 

“TransUnion is an out-of-control repeat 
offender that believes it is above the law,” 
CFPB Director Rohit Chopra said. “I am 
concerned that TransUnion’s leadership is 
either unwilling or incapable of operating 
its businesses lawfully.” 

In a statement TransUnion called the 
CFPB’s lawsuit “meritless” and said that 
regulators with the CFPB refused to meet 
with TransUnion to resolve this matter in 
the weeks and months leading up to the 
suit. 

“We have been in compliance with our 
obligations, and we remain in compliance 
with the consent order today,’ the company 
said. 


Waiving of 
ethanol rule 
could lower 
gas prices 


By Will Weissert 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — President Joe 
Biden visited corn-rich Iowa on Tuesday 
to announce he’ll suspend a federal rule 
preventing the sale of higher ethanol blend 
gasoline this summer, as his administra- 
tion tries to tamp down prices at the pump 
that have spiked during Russia’s war with 
Ukraine. 

Most gasoline sold in the USS. is blended 
with 10% ethanol. The Environmental 
Protection Agency will issue an emergency 
waiver to allow widespread sale of 15% etha- 
nol blend that is usually prohibited between 
June 1 and Sept. 15 because of concerns that 
it adds to smog in high temperatures. 

Senior Biden administration officials said 
the move will save drivers an average of 10 
cents per gallon at 2,300 gas stations. Those 
stations are mostly in the Midwest and the 
South, including Texas, according to indus- 
try groups. 

Administration officials said the EPA 
has begun analyzing the “emergency” step 
of allowing more E15 gasoline sales for the 
summer and determined it is not likely to 
have significant on-the-ground air qual- 
ity impacts. That’s despite some environ- 
mentalists long arguing that more ethanol 
in gas increases pollution, especially during 
warmer summer months. 

Biden announced the move at a biofuel 
company in Menlo, west of Des Moines. 

Iowa is the country’s largest producer of 
corn, key to producing ethanol. 

The waiver is another effort to help ease 
global energy markets that have been rocked 
since Russia invaded Ukraine. 

Last month, the president announced the 
US. will release 1 million barrels of oil per 
day from the nation’s strategic petroleum 
reserve over the next six months. 


Sellers on Etsy 
protest fee hike 


NEW YORK — Some vendors on Etsy are 
halting sales of their items on the site for a 
week to protest a hike in the fees the crafts 
e-commerce marketplace charges them. 

Since Monday, Etsy sellers must pay a 
6.5% commission on each transaction, up 
from the 5% in place since 2018. 

A protest organizer, Kristi Cassidy, said 
thousands of Etsy sellers — a fraction of the 
site’s 5.3 million vendors — have halted sales. 

Cassidy and others are also taking issue 
with an advertising policy implemented 
early in 2020 that requires sellers making 
at least $10,000 a year on Etsy and who have 
their products advertised on Etsy’s offsite 
social media and search engine partners 


to pay a 12% advertising fee on sales made 
through the ads. 


Sri Lanka stops 
debt payments 


Sri Lanka suspended payments on its 
international debt Tuesday, effectively 
putting the small island nation in default as 
it plunges deeper into an economic crisis. 

Rising food and fuel prices as well as a 
shortage of essential goods and medicine 
have forced tens of thousands of protesters 
onto the streets in recent weeks demanding 
the ouster of President Gotabaya Rajapaksa. 

The Rajapaksa family, with one brother 
serving as president and a second as prime 
minister, has called for patience, saying the 
government is seeking relief from neighbors 
and working with the International Mone- 
tary Fund to restructure the country’s debt. 

Sri Lanka’s outstanding foreign debt 
stands at about $50 billion, or about 60% of 
its annual economic output. 


Consumer Price Index 


In March, the consumer price index 
increased 1.2 percent. 
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Figures released by New Jersey gambling regulators last week show Atlantic City’s casino 
earnings have topped the level they were at before the pandemic hit. WAYNE PARRY/AP 


Atlantic City casino earnings 
surpass prepandemic levels 


By Wayne Parry 


Associated Press 


ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. 
— Atlantic City’s casino 
earnings have surpassed 
where they were before 
the coronavirus pandemic 
broke out, but most of the 
improvement is due to the 
two newest casinos. 

Figures released last 
week by the New Jersey 
Division of Gaming 
Enforcement show eight 
of the nine casinos posted 
a gross operating profit last 
year. 

Collectively, the nine 
casinos earned $766.8 
million in 2021, far eclips- 
ing the $117.5 million they 
made in 2020. 

But their 2021 perfor- 
mance also exceeded that 
of 2019, the year before the 
coronavirus outbreak, when 
the casinos collectively 
earned nearly $594 million. 

Gross operating profit 
reflects earnings before 
interest, taxes, depreciation 
and other expenses, and isa 
widely accepted measure of 
profitability in the Atlantic 
City casino industry. 

Jane Bokunewicz, direc- 
tor of the Lloyd Leven- 
son Institute at Stockton 
University, which studies 


the Atlantic City casino 
industry, said the improving 
profit margins are encour- 
aging for the casinos. 

“This should help oper- 
ators as they seek to make 
up significant reductions 
in (gross operating profit) 
from 2020 and finance the 
major capital improvement 
projects currently under- 
way at properties through- 
out the city,” she said. 

Joe Lupo, president of the 
Hard Rock casino, said the 
increase in gross operating 
profit compared to 2019 is 
due almost totally to the 
performances of his casino 
and the Ocean Casino 
Resort. 

“You take Hard Rock and 
Ocean out and the other 
seven properties are flat 
since 2019,” he said. “That’s 
discouraging.” 

Only Bally’s reported an 
operating loss for 2021 ($13 
million), but that was half 
the size of their loss a year 
earlier. 

The Borgata had the larg- 
est operating profit at $174 
million, up from $650,000 
a year earlier. The Tropi- 
cana earned $118.7 million, 
up from $18.7 million a year 
earlier. 

Hard Rock earned 
nearly $107 million, up 


from nearly $11 million 
in 2020; Harrah’s earned 
over $99 million, up from 
$8.5 million a year earlier; 
the Ocean casino earned 
over $91 million last year, 
up from $21.8 million in 
2020, and Caesars earned 
$62 million, up from $10.4 
million a year earlier. 

Golden Nugget earned 
$35.5 million, up from 
$7.2 million a year earlier, 
and Resorts earned $27.6 
million, compared with 
an operating loss of $10.5 
million a year earlier. 

For internet-only enti- 
ties, Golden Nugget Online 
Gaming earned $32.8 
million in 2021, up over 72% 
from a year earlier. Caesars 
Interactive Entertainment 
NJ earned $16.5 million, 
down nearly 17% from a 
year earlier, and Resorts 
Digital earned just under 
$15 million, down over 29% 
from a year earlier. 

Net revenue for the casi- 
nos was just over $3 billion 
in 2021, a statistic that 
includes casino revenue 
(minus promotional allow- 
ances such as free play) plus 
revenue from hotel rooms, 
food and beverage opera- 
tions and other sources. It 
was up from $1.8 billion in 
2020. 
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Navy plans to decommission 
some of its newest warships 


By David Sharp 


Associated Press 


PORTLAND, Maine — 
The Navy that once wanted 
smaller, speedy warships 
to chase down pirates has 
made a speedy pivot to 
Russia and China — and 
many of those recently built 
ships could be retired. 

The Navy wants to 
decommission nine ships in 
the Freedom-class of litto- 
ral combat ships — warships 
that cost about $4.5 billion 
altogether to build. 

The Navy contends in its 
budget proposal that the 
move would free up $50 
million per ship annually for 
other priorities. But it would 
also reduce the size of the 
fleet that’s already surpassed 
by China in sheer numbers, 
something that could cause 
members of Congress to 
balk. 

Adm. Mike Gilday, chief of 
naval operations, defended 
the proposal that empha- 
sizes long-range weap- 
ons and modern warships, 
while shedding other ships 
ill equipped to face current 
threats. 

“We need a ready, capa- 
ble, lethal force more than 
weneed a bigger force that’s 
less ready, less lethal, and 
less capable,” he said last 
week at the Navy League’s 
Sea-Air-Space symposium 
in Maryland. 

Alltold, the Navy wants to 
scrap 24 ships, including five 
cruisers and two Los Ange- 
les-class submarines, as part 
of its cost-cutting needed to 
maintain the existing fleet 
and build modern warships. 
Those cuts surpass the 
proposed nine ships to be 
built. 

Most of them are older 
vessels. However, the litto- 
ral combat ships that are 
targeted are young. The 
oldest of them is 10 years old. 

The Navy envisioned 
fast, highly maneuverable 
warships capable of oper- 
ating in near-shore, littoral 
waters when it announced 
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operations in the Atlantic Ocean. U.S. NAVY 2019 


the program a few months 
after Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist 
attacks. The ships topped 50 
mph — fast enough to chase 
down pirates — and utilized 
steerable waterjets instead 
of conventional propellers. 

The ships were supposed 
to be made versatile through 
plug-and-play mission 
modules for surface combat, 
mine-sweeping operations 
or anti-submarine warfare. 
But those mission modules 
were beset by problems, and 
the anti-submarine capabil- 
ity was canceled in the new 
budget. 

And what about that 
speed? 

The fastest ship can’t 
outrun missiles, and firing 
up those marine turbines 
for an extra burst of speed 
turned the ships into gas 
guzzlers, analysts said. Early 
versions also were criticized 
as too lightly armed and 
armored to survive combat. 

The speedy Free- 
dom-class ships proposed 
for decommissioning feature 
a traditional steel hull. That 
entire class of ships suffers 
from a propulsion defect 
that will be costly to repair. 

The Navy proposes keep- 
ing a second variant, the 
aluminum Independence 
class. 

Sen. Jim Inhofe of Okla- 


homa, the ranking Repub- 
lican on the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, said 
the program was plagued 
by troubles from the start, 
and that “moving forward 
the Navy must avoid similar 
acquisition disasters.” 

Rep. Elaine Luria, D-Va., 
was more blunt, tweeting 
that it “sucks” to be decom- 
missioning so many ships, 
especially newer ones. 

“The Navy owes a 
public apology to Ameri- 
can taxpayers for wasting 
tens of billions of dollars on 
ships they now say serve no 
purpose,’ she said. 

In the Navy’s defense, 
threats shifted swiftly from 
the Cold War to the war 
on terror to the current 
Great Power Competition 
in which Russia and China 
are asserting themselves, 
said Thompson, from the 
Lexington Institute. 

In the end, the Navy may 
be content with smaller 
numbers of Freedom-class 
ships for maritime security 
and small surface combat- 
ant operations, said Bryan 
Clark, defense analyst at the 
Hudson Institute. 

Congress must sign off 
on the Navy’s proposal to 
decommission ships ahead 
of their projected service 
life. 
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Liberalism might need a wolf at the door 





Ross Douthat 


The idea that Vladimir Putin’s war 
against Ukraine would be a restorative 
tonic for Western liberalism, touted hope- 
fully in the first few weeks of war, has taken 
sharp blows in recent days. 

First came the election in Hungary, 
where Viktor Orban’s conservative popu- 
list government won a sweeping popular 
majority, despite — or, more likely, because 
of — Orban’s relative dovish approach to 
the struggle in Ukraine. Then came the 
presidential election polling out of France, 
where Marine Le Pen is climbing in 
second-round polls, threatening Emman- 
uel Macron with a shocking upset. 

There is no sign as yet that the war has 
prompted a vast revulsion against nation- 
alism or populism, a stampede back to the 
liberal establishment. 

Another possibility, however, is that the 
Ukraine war could help the liberal estab- 
lishment in the long run, by encouraging an 
internal reassessment of what liberalism 
itself should seek to be. 


How did 
Kushner 
firm get 


$2 billion? 


By Timothy L. O’Brien 


Bloomberg Opinion 


Jared Kushner’s new private equity firm 
got $2 billion from Saudi Arabia because 
maybe that’s how you can cash in when 
your investing experience is slender but 
your father-in-law may wind up back in the 
White House. It’s also possible that you can 
get billions for a firm with no track record 
because the White House did favors for the 
Saudis when your father-in-law still occu- 
pied the Oval Office. 

It’s probably a mix of both. 

Regardless, it’s certainly not a reflection 
of Kushner’s investing prowess. Before 
entering the White House as an adviser to 
former President Donald Trump, Kushner, 
41, inherited wealth and his first adult job 
from his father, then botched his biggest 
gambit: vastly overpaying for a Fifth 
Avenue skyscraper soon before financial 
and real estate markets tanked. 

The Saudis’ stake in Kushner is also 
a reminder of the gargantuan finan- 
cial conflicts of interest that plagued 
the Trump clan throughout its White 
House stay and continue to seep into its 
post-Washington dealmaking. And, of 
course, national security hazards run 
through all of this. 

Is it that easy to secure the allegiance 
and foreign policy mindshare of an influen- 
tial White House adviser? 

Yes, itis. At least in the Trump era. 

“Tt’s just a complete free-for-all,” said 
Walter Shaub, who was an outspoken critic 
of financial conflicts in the Trump White 
House before resigning as director of the 
U.S. Office of Government Ethics. “The 
real concern here is that the public has no 
way of knowing exactly what favors some- 
one like Kushner may have done for the 
Saudis.” 

While the federal government has taken 
steps in recent years to rein in the ability 
of former government officials to mone- 
tize their service in Washington, lucrative 
loopholes abound. The only professional 
restrictions Kushner faces, for example, 
involve him speaking to the federal govern- 


For example, a writer who seemed 
overly hopeful about the liberal-revival 
scenario in the first days of the war, Francis 
Fukuyama, has now written a searching 
essay for Foreign Affairs on why “liber- 
alism needs the nation,” arguing that the 
heroic resistance of the Ukrainians should 
teach liberals a lesson about the virtues of 
national identity. 

“With their bravery,” he writes, the 
Ukrainians “have made clear that citizens 
are willing to die for liberal ideals, but only 
when those ideals are embedded in a coun- 
try they can call their own.” The war has 
thus been a partial rebuke to the fantasy 
of a pure cosmopolitanism, of a liberalism 
that transcends borders, languages and 
specific histories. And it has offered a case 
study in how the nation-state, its loves and 
loyalties, can unite a disparate population 
around a common cause in a way that no 
supranational institution has ever been 
able to achieve. 

The challenge, though, is that the “sense 
of national purpose” Fukuyama is praising 
in Ukraine depends on an external enemy, 
a wolf at the door, and you cannot simply 
will such an enemy into being. Whereas 
most of the peacetime sources of national 
solidarity he cites, from food and sports to 
literary traditions, are somewhat thinner 
things. And one of the potentially thicker 


ment. He can still speak to and work with 
any foreign government he desires — such 
as the Saudis. 

Kushner has company. 

Former Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin has also raised money for his 
investment fund from the Saudis and other 
Middle Eastern countries he courted when 
he was a powerful financial regulator. 

Are those investments payofts? It’s 
impossible to get into the heads of all of the 
participants, but the fact pattern surround- 
ing how the Trump White House inter- 
sected with the Saudis is telling. 

The Trump administration coddled 
Saudi Arabia even after ample evidence 
surfaced that the country had orchestrated 
the murder of journalist Jamal Khashoggi. 
Mnuchin met with Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman after the killing. 
The prince is chairman of the Saudi fund 
backing Mnuchin’s new venture. The 
Trump White House also engineered arms 
deals with the Saudis and the United Arab 
Emirates, despite congressional opposi- 
tion, and it backed both countries in their 
controversial interventions in Yemen’s civil 
war. 

During his White House years, Kushner 
cultivated close ties with Prince Moham- 


forces, a sense of religious unity within 

a liberal order, Fukuyama rules out: Ina 
pluralist society, “the idea of restoring a 
shared moral tradition defined by reli- 
gious belief is a nonstarter,” leading only to 
sectarianism and violence if applied. 

Certainly you cannot impose strict reli- 
gious uniformity upon a pluralist democ- 
racy. But the liberal order in America, at 
least, long relied for solidarity and purpose 
on asofter religious consensus, a flex- 
ible religious center, based on Protes- 
tant Christianity and then expanding toa 
more ecumenical but still biblically rooted 
vision. From the 19th century through 
the civil rights era, this shared worldview 
supplied not just a generic unity but a 
constant moral touchstone for would-be 
reformers, a metaphysical horizon for the 
entire American project. 

Here Fukuyama’s essay might be usefully 
supplemented by my New York Times 
colleague Ezra Klein’s recent meditation 
on how Western liberalism appears when 
seen through the eyes of its enemies — 
meaning not just Putinism, with its spuri- 
ous Christian justifications for aggressive 
war, but certain radical-right philosophers 
who have rejected liberalism and Christi- 
anity together, seeing the latter as the orig- 
inal source of liberalism’s egalitarianism, 
its attention to the poor and marginalized, 





Then-President Donald Trump listens to son-in-law Jared Kushner, a senior adviser, in the Oval Office. GETTY-AFP 2020 


med, offering him advice on how to handle 
fallout from Khashoggi’s murder. The 
two men communicated with each other 
outside of formal government chan- 

nels, using the text messaging platform 
WhatsApp to stay in touch. The relation- 
ship set off alarms among career national 
security staff members, but it apparently 
never cooled. A panel that vets how the 
Saudi sovereign wealth fund invests its 
money raised concerns about backing 
Kushner’s new venture, Affinity Partners, 
according to The New York Times. It was 
overruled by the fund’s board — which 
Prince Mohammed sits on. 

The panel had ample reasons to worry 
about Kushner, according to documents 
the Times uncovered. It cited the “inex- 
perience” of Kushner’s team and the risk 
of losing a lot of money. The panel’s due 
diligence examination of Affinity found it 
“unsatisfactory in all aspects.” It thought 
Kushner was charging excessive fees and 
that a partnership with his fund posed 
“public relations risks.” 

Yet the Saudis still gave Kushner $2 
billion — probably because he represents 
an insurance policy for them. It’s a wager 
on retaining future access, not on securing 
investment expertise in the present. 


and its restless quest for universal dignity. 

The religious right proved too conser- 
vative and parochial for a diverse and 
liberalizing country, and it cracked up with 
George W. Bush’s presidency. The liberal 
Christianity of Barack Obama and Joe 
Biden, while in certain ways better suited 
to hold the religious center, lacks inter- 
nal vitality and is easily subsumed into a 
mixture of pantheism and gnosticism, with 
its moral vision supplied by a progressive 
activism that’s intolerant in its own distinc- 
tive way. These failures have left us witha 
spiritual competition between an ascen- 
dant wokeness and a resentful Christian 
nationalism, which isn’t likely to supply 
unity or solidarity to anyone. 

But notably, throughout these culture 
wars, liberalism’s inner party, its intellec- 
tual elite, has retained a conception of itself 
as resolutely secular, persistently imagin- 
ing a perfected, post-religious liberal order 
that can establish solidarity and purpose 
without any of the old American appeals to 
Providence or nature’s God. 

It will be a sign that liberalism is ready 
to confront its present challenges, all the 
unhappiness of its citizens and children, 
when that illusion is finally put away. 


Douthat is a columnist for The New York 
Times. 





Shaub thinks deals like this show how 
necessary it is to have an emoluments 
policy governing the business practices 
of former government officials. “It’s 
extremely dangerous,” he told me. “But our 
ethics laws are in terrible shape overall. 
They’re weak across all branches of our 
government.” 

Shaub says that the Biden administration 
hasn’t done enough to tighten ethics stan- 
dards, largely because the financial gravy 
train is often irresistible to many who pass 
through Washington, regardless of their 
party. When Trump came to Washington, 
he famously campaigned on the promise 
he would “drain the swamp” of lobbyists 
and other kindred spirits. But Trump was 
so financially conflicted himself that was 
always going to be unlikely. Soon before 
he left the White House, Trump revoked 
his own requirement that former federal 
employees refrain for five years from 
lobbying agencies in which they once 
worked. 

Trump didn’t drain the swamp. He just 
filled it with bigger alligators — with guys 
like Kushner. 


Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, 
LLG, 


Republicans have to tell voters what is on their agenda 


By Ramesh Ponnuru 
Bloomberg Opinion 


Mitch McConnell knew this would 
happen. 

For months, the Senate Republican 
leader had been telling anyone who would 
listen — other senators, party donors, even 
the occasional pundit — that the party 
should not run on a detailed agenda during 
the midterm campaign this fall. Republi- 
cans were already positioned to do well. 

Why hand the Democrats a chance to 
launch attacks on a GOP agenda? 

Sen. Rick Scott, R-Fla., didn’t agree. He 
released an “11 Point Plan” that includes, he 
says, 128 policies. (That number is padded: 
Treating socialism “as an enemy combat- 
ant which aims to destroy our prosperity 
and freedom,” for instance, is not a policy.) 

Sure enough, Democrats found vulner- 
abilities: chiefly the plan’s insistence that 
“all Americans should pay some income 
tax to have skin in the game, even if a small 
amount.” Since, as the plan notes, “over 
half of Americans pay no income tax,” 
that plank sounds like a tax increase for a 
majority of the country. Another Scott idea 


the Democrats are happy to publicize is to 
require all federal legislation to lapse after 
five years — which, they say, would put 
Social Security and Medicare in danger. 

Democrats have attempted to pres- 
ent Scott’s ideas as a project of the entire 
Republican Party, a task made easier by 
the fact that Scott is the chairman of the 
Republicans’ Senate campaign arm. (He 
says he released the plan in his capacity as 
an individual senator, but nobody cares.) 
White House press secretary Jen Psaki 
tweeted that “the Senate GOP plan” would 
be “the biggest tax hike of the century.” 

Scott defended his plan in the Wall 
Street Journal: “Working Americans 
already pay taxes on their income, and 
retirees have paid plenty. The change we 
need is to require those who are able-bod- 
ied but won’t work to pay asmall amount 
so we’re all in this together.” 

He is not, he says, treating the tens of 
millions of Americans who are retired, 
or who pay payroll taxes but not income 
taxes, as freeloaders. That position is more 
defensible, politically and intellectually, 
than his original one, but it is a change. 
Only by including both groups can you say 


“over half of Americans” are non-payers. 

The upshot: Scott is on defense, Demo- 
crats are talking about his plan more than 
his fellow Republicans are, and the “old 
Crow” — that’s what Donald Trump calls 
McConnell — has some reason for crowing. 

But Scott also has something important 
right. A party seeking power has a moral 
obligation to give voters a sense of how 
it would wield that power. That doesn’t 
mean Republicans have to announce a list 
of 128 policies they want to push for. It does 
mean that they should share their thoughts 
about their most important priorities for 
the federal government. 

Some, even many, of those priorities 
could be negative: We’re going to stop the 
Democrats from raising taxes. (Actually, 
the Democrats are doing a pretty good job 
of stopping themselves at the moment.) 
Others might require more action. Repub- 
licans have been curiously quiet about 
extending the many provisions of their 
own 2017 tax reform that are set to expire 
in the next few years. That issue didn’t 
make Scott’s list; it should have. 

Public concern about inflation is rising, 
and Republicans generally say that Biden’s 


spending is partly to blame. It’s a reason- 
able criticism. It’s also reasonable to ask 
what they would have the government do 
about inflation, or about spending. They’re 
mostly not saying. The section of Scott’s 
plan about the economy does not even 
mention inflation. 

The debate between McConnell and 
Scott, then, is narrow. McConnell explic- 
itly denies that Republicans need to run 
on policies; Scott implicitly denies that 
they need to think much about them. The 
sides of the argument bolster each other. 
McConnell’s stance creates a Republican 
policy vacuum that individual senators 
are tempted to fill, even with ill-consid- 
ered ideas. When the poorly vetted ideas 
emerge, Republicans conclude that McCo- 
nnell was right all along. 

McConnell is winning this argu- 
ment, which is probably for the best for 
his party’s electoral fortunes this year. 
Whether it’s in the party’s, or the coun- 
try’s, long-term interest: That’s a different 
question. 


Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, 
LLG. 
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BLUESTONE! BLUESTONE!! 
BLUESTONE!!! 
Steps - Sidewalks Patios 
We also repair existing steps / 
sidewalks / patios 
860-633-6612 





FIREWOOD 2 cords $390 includes 
delivery, 1 cord, call for pricing 860- 
228-2003 


MIGHTY DOG ROOFING GREENVILLE 
https://mightydogroofing.com 
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SHEDS BUILT ON SITE 
built on site, rough Sawn lum- 

ber, well built, full size lumber, shed 
base included. Call for pricing: 860- 
228-2003 ctshedsbuiltonsite.com 
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At Your Service 


BASEMENT WATERPROOFING, 
YARD DRAINAGE Brilliant 
Basement Waterproofing, LLC 
HIC.0653192 860-625-5703 www. 


brilllantbasementwaterproofing.com 


BOAT VALET 


Save fuel leave Boat/Trailer with 
BOTTS-Call/Text for launch within 1.5 
mi of Long Island Sound-Mecanic on 
Duty Call BOTTS 860-443-3310 


CALL MARKS AUTO PARTS 


in East Granby. For more information 
860-653-2551 








Car Reviews 
Saturdays in 
MOTORING 


Steve Dale’s 
PET WORLD 
Sundays in Smarter Living 
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SOFA FOR SALE $450 OBO Lester 
860-759-2586 








STONE WALLS Walkways, natural 
stone. We can break stone into usable 
wall stone. Pavers, blue stone, patio, 
fire pits. 

Call 860-633-6612 


TREE WORK Take down, yard expans- 
ion, brush clearing & saw mill service. 
Free written estimates & reasonable 
rates. 860-228-2003 


Wanted To Buy 








1 BUY VINTAGE ELECTRONICS 
OLD TOYS, MILITARY JEWELRY, 
ADVERTISING WATCHES, MUSCIAL 
INSTRUMENTS, CAMERAS, 
WATCHES, SIGNS, ART, SPORTS 
MEMORABILIA, OLD STUFF 
ANTIQUES, GUITARS, AMPS, TUBE 
HI-Fl, RECEIVERS, AUDIO~ EQ, 
RADIOS, HAM, CB, SAXOPHONES & 
MANY OTHER OLD ITEMS! 

CALL 860-707-9350 


ALWAYS BUYING MACHINIST 

TOOLBOXES Tools & tooling, conte- 
nts of machine shops, home worksho- 
ps & small lathes Call 860-985-5760 





ANTIQUES & OLD STUFF WANTED 


Buying Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Toys, 
Silver Plated Items, Costume Jewelry, 
Pottery, Typewriters, Sewing Machines, 
Knives, Fishing, Tools, Lanterns, Glass, 
Clocks, Books & More 860-8 74-8396 


Steve Dale’s 
PET WORLD 
Sundays in Smarter Living 


www.courant.com/pets 






Dogs 







AKC PEMBROKE WELSH CORGI 
PUPPIES $2500 Males & females 
available in Ellington. Now taking 
deposits. Kelly 860-604-3343 


Buy. Sell. Save. 
courant.com/advertiser 


860-525-2525 





ee 


MAL-SHI Pups for sale. 
Hypoallergenic & non shedding. 
$2000 # 401-527-2491. 











available. Stunningly beautiful red 


colors! Hypoallergenic. Minimal 
shedding. Will be approx 15 to 20 
pounds full grown. Family raised 
and loved. Fun loving! Loves People! 
Sure to win your heart! First shots, 
vet exams, microchipped, 2 year 
health guarantee. Ready to go April 
26. $1900 Hoosick Falls, NY 802- 
282-2232 call/text 





Steve Dale’s 
PET WORLD 
Sundays in Smarter Living 









PEKINGESE PUP! Boy born 2.2.22 
and ready for his 4ever home. Text 
401.207.1233 for pics. 


BUYING 


Tonka, Matchbox, Hotwheels, Trains, 
LEGOs, Star Wars, GI Joes, Nintendo, 
Action Figures, Slot Cars, Models, 
Games, Atari, Western, Dolls, Robots, 
Windups, & more. 860-874-8396 





BUYING PRE1980 Toys, Model Kits, 
Comic Bks, Baseball Card Posters & 
Cards, Pennants, Political, Postcards, 
Beer, Bar, Soda, Oil & Gas Station 
Cans&Signs, License Plates, Jewelry, 
Masonic & Fraternal Items, Zippos, | 
check Bsmnt/ Attic. 860-81 7-4350 


dD ~ 












Va 
PAVITITNT STIRS 





Lost/Found 


IMPOUND - #237 Pitbull Male, 
Brindle & White, Call Hartford PD 
860-757-4000 


Auto & SUV's 


MERCEDES-BENZ E-CLASS 2004 - 
$7,000. 320 Wagon. 4matic, good 
condition, 189k miles, just fully 
serviced. 860-296-2000 


PONTIAC GRAND PRIX 2002 - 
$1200 OBO. GT. Runs, engine light 
on, new parts. Call: 860-623-9570 


VOLVO $70 2000 - $4000 136,450 
mi Well Maintd, Lthr Seats Bosch 
Sound, Exc Cond 860-978-0183 





Steve Dale’s 
PET WORLD 
Sundays in Smarter Living 


Buy. Sell. Save. 





Antiques| 
Classics 






i 





mi, ie 2 ae 
FORD MODELA 1929 - $19500 4 dr, 
blind back, older restoration, rebuilt 
engine, L&B interior, runs & drives 
excellent! 860-828-7600 





MERCEDES-BENZ 300SL 1991 


$17000 Excellent condition classic 
convertible with hard top. Always 
garaged. 802-436-2962 





PORSCHE 914 1974 - $2200 Solid 
Rolling Chassis Call No Txt 860- 
209-6629 





Car Reviews 
Saturdays in 
MOTORING 
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Auto | Truck Wanted 
CASH PAID 


for any Toyota, other makes. Any 
condition. Running or not, crashed 
okay. Will take other makes and 
models. 203-600-4431 


2 Lines 
3 Days 
FREE* 


To Place An Ad 
Go Online today 


courant.com/advertiser 


Buy. Sell. Save. 


*Merchandise Ads Restrictions Apply 








PUBLIC NOTICES 


Hartford 


TOWN OF ENFIELD, CONNECTICUT 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 


Auditing Services 
April 13, 2022 


Sealed proposals for the services named 
above will be received at the office of 
the Director of Finance until 11:00am, 
Wednesday, May 4, 2022. Thereafter, 
proposals will be opened in public and read 
aloud or opened and read aloud pursuant to 
the applicable provisions of the Governor’s 
Executive Orders. 

Responses received after this date and time 
will not be accepted. 


Specifications and proposal documents may 
be obtained from the Town’s website, www. 
enfield- 
ct.gov. 


The Town of Enfield reserves the right to 
accept or reject any, all, or any part of propos- 
als, to waive formalities or informalities, and 
to make an award that is deemed to be in the 
best interests of the Town. 


John A. Wilcox 
Director of Finance 
EOE/AA 

4/13/22 7189704 





Connecticut 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE OF PERSONAL 
PROPERTY 


Extra Space Storage will hold a public auction 
to sell personal property described below 
belonging to those individuals listed below at 
the location indicated: 

Extra Space Storage 

1031 New Britain Ave 

West Hartford, CT 06110 

Wednesday, April 20th 2022 12PM 
3011-Gail Kendrick -Boxes 

3119-Anthony Jefferys-Small Items 
3151-Dustin Smith-clothes, bins 

The auction will be listed and advertised 
on www.storagetreasures.com. Purchases 
must be made with cash only and paid at the 
above referenced facility in order to complete 
the transaction. Extra Space Storage may 
refuse any bid and may rescind any purchase 
up until the winning bidder takes possession 
of the personal property. 

4/6, 4/13/2022 7185713 





Court of Probate, District of Meriden 
Probate Court 
NOTICE OF HEARING 


ESTATE OF Izaiah Cesareo (22-0185) 
Pursuant to an order of the Court dated April 
11, 2022, a hearing will be held on an ap- 
plication for Appointment of Guardian of the 
Estate as in said application on file more fully 
appears, at the Court of Probate on April 27, 
2022 at 1 PM. 

/S/ Dina M. Falis, Clerk 

4/13/2022 7190381 








Court of Probate, District of Meriden 
Probate Court 
NOTICE OF HEARING 


ESTATE OF Jayda M. Cesareo (22-0183) 
Pursuant to an order of the Court dated April 
11, 2022, a hearing will be held on an ap- 
plication for Appointment of Guardian of the 
Estate as in said application on file more fully 
appears, at the Court of Probate on April 27, 
2022 at 1:30 p.m. 

/S/ Dina M. Falis, Clerk 

4/13/2022 7190401 
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YOUR PERFECT — 


JOB 


IS WAITING 


Request for Proposals (RFP) for Services 


The State of Connecticut, Office of Policy 
and Management, is seeking proposals to 
provide certain services related to a Housing 
and Segregation Study. 


The intent of the request is to identify individ- 
uals or firms with the necessary expertise to 
provide analysis of the impact of federal and 
state housing programs within Connecticut 
on economic and racial segregation within a 
stated timeframe. 


The RFP is available online at: https:// 
portal.ct.gov/ DAS/CTSource/BidBoard 
and _ https://portal.ct.gov/OPM/Root/RFP/ 
Request-For-Proposals or from _ Pauline 
Zaldonis, Office of Policy and Management, 
Data and Policy Analytics Division, 450 
Capitol Ave., MS#52DPA, Hartford, 
Connecticut 06106-1379. E-mail: dapa@ 
ct.gov . Telephone (860) 418-6304. Deadline 
for response submission is 3:00 PM., April 
29, 2022. 

4/13/2022 7184478 








The Capital Region Development Authority 
(“CRDA”), a quasi-public agency of the state 
of Connecticut, is seeking a qualified consul- 
tant to provide project coordination services 
in the Parkville neighborhood. Please use the 
following link to access the RFP: 
https://crdact.net/wp-content/ 
uploads/2022/03/3-22-2022-RFP-Parkvill- 
eDevelopmentCoordinationServices. pdf. 
3/26 - 4/25/2022 7177253 





INVITATION TO BID 


Dimeo Construction Company is_ the 
Construction Manager at Risk for the Capital 
Region Development Authority project 
CRDC 20-004 and is soliciting bids for the 
XL Center 2022 Repairs and Renovation, a 
construction project located in Hartford, CT. 
This initial package will be for the Demolition, 
Elevator upgrades, Curtainwall and Food 
Service. Bid packages will be available on 
Monday, April 11, 2022. Construction will be- 
gin in May/June of 2022 and be completed 
in phases. Please reference the schedule 
in the bid documents. The bid due date 
is currently set for April 29, 2022. Please 
contact Dan OConnell at doconnell@dimeo. 
com 401-781-9800 for access to the plans 
and specifications. Times and locations of 
the bid submissions are included within the 
Invitation to Bidders. 

Documents can be found by going www. 
dimeo.com and scroll to the bottom for 
procurement. 

There will be a_ prebid walkthrough. 
Reference the Invitation to Bid for more 
information. 

If you have any questions, please contact 
Dan OConnell at Dimeo Construction 
Company at 401-781-9800 or doconnell@ 
dimeo.com. 

DIMEO CONSTRUCTION COMPANY IS AN 
AFFIRMATIVE ACTION/ EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 
EMPLOYER. 

4/13, 4/17/2022 7188675 
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Buy. Sell. Save. 
courant.com/advertiser 


860-525-2525 


Search jobs. Post your resume. Stand out from the crowd. 












Extend your reach. 
Access customized technology. 
Simplify your search. 


Connecticut 


Extra Space Storage will hold a public auction 
to sell personal property described below 
belonging to those individuals listed below at 
the location indicated: 

643 Farmington Ave. New Britain, CT O6053 
860-357-6161 

4/27/2022 at 1:00 PM 

Unit 421 Julie Diorio Boxes, dresser, shelves, 
lots of boxes 

Unit 491Meredith Neal Boxes 

The auction will be listed and advertised on 
www.storagetreasures.com Purchases must 
be made with cash only and paid at the 
above referenced facility in order to complete 
the transaction. Extra Space Storage may 
refuse any bid and may rescind any purchase 
up until the winning bidder takes possession 
of the personal property. 

4/13, 4/20/2022 7188217 








LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF SOUTH WINDSOR, CONNECTICUT 


REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
WOOD MEMORIAL LIBRARY & MUSEUM 
HVAC UPGRADES 
April 13, 2022 


The Town of South Windsor will receive 
sealed proposals for 


WOOD MEMORIAL LIBRARY & MUSEUM HVAC 
UPGRADES 
until 1:00 pm on Wednesday, May 4, 2022, 
at which time proposals will be opened and 
read aloud. 


The documents comprising the Request for 
Proposals may be obtained on the Town’s 
website, www.southwindsor-ct.gov, under 
“Invitations to Bid/Requests for Proposals”. 
ONE (1) mandatory site walkthrough with 
Contractors is scheduled for Monday, 
April 18, 2022, starting promptly at 1:00 
pm in the lobby of the Library, 783 Main 
Street, South Windsor, CT following social 
distancing requirements.This contract is 
subject to state set-aside and contract 
compliance requirements. Partial funding 
for this project is provided by Connecticut’s 
Historic Restoration Fund, which is funded by 
the Connecticut Community Investment Act 
and administered by the Connecticut State 
Historic Preservation Office (CT SHPO) within 
the Department of Economic and Community 
Development. 

All work must meet the Secretary of the 
Interior's Standards for the Treatment of 
Historic Properties and be approved by the 
CT SHPO. 


The successful bidder along with the sub- 
contractors shall make a good faith effort, 
to the greatest extent feasible, to employ 
and contract small and minority contractors 
as defined by the State of Connecticut with 
regards to small and minority business 
enterprises. In compliance with the State 
of Connecticut regulations, the bidder must 
be an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity 
Employer. 


The Town of South Windsor reserves the 
rights to amend or terminate this Request 
for Proposals, accept all or any part of a 
proposal, reject all proposals, waive any 
informalities or non-material deficiencies in 
a proposal, and award the proposal to the 
lowest responsible proposer. 


Michael Maniscalco, MPA 
Town Manager 


Town of South Windsor is an Affirmative 
Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. 
Minority/Women’s Business Enterprises are 
encouraged to apply. 

7189342 





YOUR PERFECT 


IS WAITING 


Stop wasting time searching for talent. 
Find the right talent with tribune publishing 
recruitment services. 


courant.com/jobs 


tribune publishing 


recruitment services 





TOWN OF BOLTON 
NOTICE OF SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 
TUESDAY, APRIL 19, 2022 - 6:30 P.M. 
BOLTON TOWN HALL - 222 BOLTON 
CENTER ROAD 


A Special Town Meeting to move money with- 
in the CAPA Budget. To reallocate $69,100 
from Bolton Board of Education Door Lock 
Replacement (which was allocated for a 
security grant matching funds) into Door 
Locks with a Master key System, in the 
amount of $39,000; and the balance of 
$30,100 to be reallocated to the High School 
Garage. This Special Town Meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, April 19, 2022 at 6:30 PM. 
at Bolton Town Hall located at 222 Bolton 
Center Road, Bolton, Connecticut. 

Bolton Board of Selectmen 

Pam Sawyer, Robert Morra, Michael Eremita, 
Robert DePietro and Adam Teller. 
4/13/2022 7190008 





TOWN OF BOLTON 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
TUESDAY, APRIL 26, 2022 - 7:00 P.M. 
BOLTON TOWN HALL - 222 BOLTON 
CENTER ROAD 


A Public Hearing on the Proposed Budget for 
the Town of Bolton for Fiscal Year beginning 
July 1, 2022 will be held on April 26, 2022 at 
7:00 PM. at Bolton Town Hall located at 222 
Bolton Center Road, Bolton, Connecticut. 
Copies of the Proposed Budget will be avail- 
able for public inspection beginning April 22, 
2022 at the Town Clerk’s office at Bolton 
Town Hall during normal business hours. 
Emily Bradley, Chair 

Board of Finance 

4/13/2022 7190009 





Liquor Notices 


LIQUOR PERMIT 
NOTICE OF APPLICATION 


This is to give notice that |, MANISH MODI, 
21 TWO MILE HILL RD, WATERFORD, CT 
06385. Have filed an application plac- 
arded 04/05/2022 with the Department of 
Consumer Protection for a PACKAGE STORE 
LIQUOR PERMIT for the sale of alcoholic 
liquor on the premises at 591 MIDDLE TPKE 
STORRS MANSFIELD CT 06268-1667. The 
business will be owned by VILLASTORRS LLC. 
Entertainment will consist of: Objections 
must be filed by: 05-17-2022. 


04/05/2022 
MANISH MODI 
4/6, 4/13/2022 7185653 








LIQUOR PERMIT 
NOTICE OF APPLICATION 


This is to give notice that |, TIMOTHY 
J DEVIVO, 42 KAYA LN MANSFIELD 
CENTER, CT 06250-1332. Have filed an 
application placarded 04/12/2022 with 
the Department of Consumer Protection for 
a CAFE LIQUOR PERMIT for the sale of al- 
coholic liquor on the premises at 184 CLUB 
RD NORTH WINDHAM CT 06256-1308. The 
business will be owned by TEE TIME EVENTS 
LLC. Entertainment will consist of: Acoustics 
(not amplified), Disc Jockeys, Karaoke, 
Live Bands, Comedians, Sporting Events 
Objections must be filed by: 05-24-2022. 


04/12/2022 
TIMOTHY J DEVIVO 
4/13, 4/20/2022 7190058 
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OBITUARIES BY TOWN 





Bristol New Britain 
Wilfredo Hernandez John A. Simmons 
Rose Szandarowsky Newington 


East Granby John A. Simmons 
Nonie Logee Other Towns in CT 
East Hampton Gerald J. Gaio 
Kathleen M. Blaschik Allen Simard 
Ellington Simsbury 
Louise Gunn Nonie Logee 
Matthew Kadelski Southington 
Enfield Shirley J. Clark 
Ann T. Connor Wilfredo Hernandez 
Gerald J. Gaio Vernon 


Louise Gunn 

Matthew Kadelski 
West Hartford 

Sandra M. Rotman 
Windsor 

Sandra M. Rotman 


William J. Gregoire 

Lawrence L. Telmosse 
Middletown 

Donald R. Marsh 


* Denotes name listing only. 


Please note: not all death notices are in alphabetical order. 


OBITUARIES 


Blaschik, Kathleen (Katie) Mary 


Kathleen (Katie) Blaschik, 42, of East Haddam 
passed away peacefully with her mother by her side 
on Wednesday, March 23, 2022. She was born in 
Middletown, daughter of Patricia (Gubbins) Blaschik 
and the late Robert Blaschik. Katie was Known for her 
quick wit, sarcasm, and sense of humor. She loved 
Spending time with her son, Kevin, playing board 
games and cards. She also had quite the green thumb, 
loved hummingbirds, reading, and Led Zeppelin. She 
is survived by her mother Patricia (East Haddam), her 
sisters Meghan Blaschik and Noreen (Blaschik) Favreau 
(East Haddam), and her son Kevin Wade (Moodus). A 
memorial service for Katie will be held at St Bridget of 
Kildare (75 Moodus-Leesville Rd. Moodus) on Saturday, 
May 7th at 11 am, internment will be at the conve- 
nience of the family. In lieu of flowers, donations can 
be sent to Noreen Favreau (215 East Haddam Moodus 
Rd, East Haddam, CT 06423) to be distributed to Katie's 
favorite charities in her memory. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Marsh, Donald R. 


Donald R. Marsh, 92, of Middletown, ended his earthly 
journey and was reunited with his wife, Barbara, on 
Monday, April 11th, 2022. Born November of 1929 in 
Rockland, Maine, he would spend his childhood there 
before serving his country in the Korean War. After the 
war, he attended the University of Hartford, where he 
received his engineering degree, with which he was 
hired at the Fafnir Bearing Company; It was there that 
he met the love of his life, Barbara. Donald retired from 
Fafnir with many patents after many years of dedicated 
service. He went on to enjoy the rest of his time on 
Earth with close friends and family, being a long-time 
member of the Lyman Orchards Golf Club, as well as 
several other clubs and organizations. Donald loved 
taking trips to New Hampshire with his brother-in-law, 
Cliff. He also loved the water and would take any op- 
portunity to spent time boating. Donald leaves behind 
his son David, his loving daughter-in-law, Janet, as well 
as many nieces, nephews, and dear friends. A funeral 
service will be held at 11AM, on Thursday, April 14th 
at the Rose Hill Funeral Home, 580 Elm Street, Rocky 
Hill, CT. Friends and family may call at the funeral home 
from 10 to 11AM, just before the funeral service. Please 
Share online expressions of sympathy, memories, or 
photo tributes at www.rosehillfuneralhomes.com 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Gunn, Louise (DeGregorio) 


Louise DeGregorio Gunn, wife of the late Richard 
“Coach’ Gunn, passed away on Monday, April 4th, 2022 
Surrounded by her loving family. Louise was born in 
Pittsburgh, PA in December 1935 and was raised there 
before settling in the Rockville/Ellington area in 1959 
with her husband Dick of 64 years. Louise leaves be- 
hind her son, Gregory Richard Gunn and his wife Lynne 
of Ashford, CT; son Gary Steven Gunn and his wife 
Michel of Ossining, NY; daughter Gina Louise Gunn; and 
grandchildren Daniel Gunn, Rebecca Gunn, Mia Gunn 
and Macy Gunn. Louise also leaves a sister MaryAnn 
DeGregorio Tucci, of Florida and many loving nieces 
and nephews. Louise was predeceased by her brother 
John DeGregorio. 


While growing up in the Oakland area of Pittsburgh 
she was an avid Steelers and Pirates fan (gathering as 
many foul balls hit out of Forbes Field as she could). 
As a teenager she set the record for participation in 
the most number of clubs and activities at her high 
school but was best remembered for her role as the 
head majorette for the Taylor Allderdice Dragons. 


While Louise would say her primary role was as a 
homemaker, she held various jobs over the years, 
from the accounting department at Amerbelle Corp. in 
Rockville, CT before her children were born, and later 
working as a bus driver for the Ellington school system, 
Savings Bank of Rockville, and J.C. Penny Company, Inc. 


Locally Louise is fondly remembered for running the 
concession stand for the Ellington Little League and 
Ellington Roadrunner football team while also coaching 
the Roadrunner cheerleading squad in its early years. 
Additionally, she was instrumental in starting the 
Ellington Athletic League (EAL), Ellington Little League, 
Ellington Recreational basketball League and Ellington 
Roadrunner football alongside her husband Dick. 


Never one to sit still very long, after her volunteer 
work for the youth of the Ellington community waned 
She was quick to pick up the mantle of activism as 
one of the charter members of Connecticut Opposed to 
Waste (COW), having proudly fought against a proposed 
nuclear waste dump in Ellington during the early ‘90s. 
When she wasn't fighting that she could be seen in- 
dulging her favorite holiday of Halloween, volunteering 
for the Connecticut Trolley Museum as a witch in their 
Rails to the Darkside production. 


As the family photographer and archivist, she was a 
great listener and could recite details of every con- 
versation - whether one liked it or not. Some of the 
fondest memories she would share were of attending 
live music performances by her daughter and sporting 
events for all her family members. An excellent cook 
and baker, Louise especially cherished gatherings 
with her loving family. Some of her favorite hobbies 
included quilting, playing bridge, softball, volleyball, 
and basketball, where she was tasked with guarding 
Court Harned. 


The family would like to extend a special thank you to 
the Critical Care Unit at Manchester Memorial Hospital 


OBITUARIES 


Simmons, John Albert 


John Albert Simmons, 73 of Newington, passed away 
peacefully while surrounded by his family and friends 
on April 9th 2022. Born in Quantico V.A on June 26th 
1948 he was the son of Colonel Albert Simmons of the 
U.S. Marine Corp and his wife Florence Simmons. John 
is Survived by his stepson Michael Vespa and his two 
son's Michael and Mathew Vespa as well as a close 
and devoted friend, Maureen Scanlon. John was a 
Skilled teacher and master of several styles of martial 
arts. He was an avid motorcyclist who was a proud 
founding member of the Drifter’s Motorcycle Club of 
New Britain, CT where he made many lifelong friends. 
John was a master wielder and pipefitter who worked 
from coast to coast, eventually settling for many years 
in California. John had recently moved back to CT to 
reconnect with family and friends. He was predeceased 
by his wife Lili G. Simmons, an artistic jewelry designer 
and bookkeeper. He will be missed by many. 

There will be no callings hours and a private service 
will be held at a later date. 

Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 








Logee, Nonie (Witter) 


Nonie (Witter) Logee, 98, of Simsbury, beloved wife 
of the late Albert E. Logee died on April 10, 2022. 
Born August 15, 1923, in Webster, MA, daughter 
of the late Elton and Inez Witter. Nonie grew up in 
East Woodstock, CT and graduated from Woodstock 
Academy. Nonie lived, for many years in West Granby, 
CT where she was active in the Lost Acres Fire Dept. 
Auxiliary. Nonie worked for 16 years for Guay & Kellogg 
and then Giessler grocery store. Nonie retired in 1985 
and moved to East Granby where she was active in 
the Friend to Friend Thrift Shop and the Senior Citizens 
Club. Nonie is survived by her son; David Logee of 
Simsbury, her daughter; Karen Tallmadge and her hus- 
band Donald of Maryland, her grandchildren; Jennifer, 
Deborah, and Jonathan and several great grandchildren 
living in MD, VA, and FL. Nonie is also survived by her 
sister; Shirley of Brooklyn, CT. She was predeceased 
by her husband Albert E. Logee. Funeral Services will 
be private and at the convenience of the family. Burial 
will take place in Granby Cemetery. Memorial dona- 
tions in Nonie’s memory may be made to the McLean 
Foundation, 75 Great Pond Road, Simsbury, CT 06070. 
For condolences, please visit www.carmonfuneral- 
home.com. 


CARMON 


Community Funeral Homes 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Rotman, Sandra M (Luckman) 


Sandra (LuckKman) Rotman, of 
Boynton Beach Florida, for- 
merly of West Hartford and 
Windsor, passed away on 
April 12 surrounded by her 
family. Born on April 14, 1940, 
in Hartford the daughter of 
the late George and Florence 
(Schreyer) Luckman. She was 
a graduate of Weaver High 
School class of 1958 and a 
1962 graduate of the 
University of Hartford. She lived and raised her family 
in Windsor. Sandra was an English and bilingual ed. 
teacher for many years at A.|. Price Technical school. 
She was a gregarious and quick witted woman who 
loved a good joke almost as much as she loved ribbing 
her kids about not calling enough. She had a great love 
for travel, ballet and the theater and her greatest thrill 
was going to shows in New York City. Surviving is her 
husband of 58 years, Yoel Rotman, her daughter Lauren 
(Rotman) Levitt and her husband Benjamin of Dobbs 
Ferry, NY, her son Michael Rotman and partner Kat 
Steel of Los Angeles California. She also leaves behind 
her much beloved grandsons Joshua and Robert Levitt. 
Graveside service will be held Thursday, April 14 at 
11am at Beth El Cemetery In Avon. 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Kadelski, Matthew 


Matthew J. Kadelski, 70, 
passed away on Saturday, 
April 9, 2022 at Bayview 
Healthcare in Montville. He 
was born on June 5, 1951 in 
Rockville to the late Matthew 
and Phyllis A. (Niemann) 
Kadelski. Matthew was 
known for his good humor 
and love for life. He enjoyed 
all types of sports, fishing, 
Spending time with his room- 
mates and friends. He also loved to dance. Matthew 
loved having parties with his friends and roommates. 
He is survived and predeceased by his aunts and uncles, 
the late, Shirley and Edward Wandzy Sr., Leatrice and 
the late, William Niemann Sr., the late, Russell and 
Mary (Dimmock) Niemann, Eleanor (Gunsarsik) and the 
late Kenneth Niemann Sr., Clifford and Eileen (Chase) 
Niemann and Nancy (Niemann) and Mel Charette. He is 
Survived by his guardian and cousin, Gloria (Niemann) 
Moeller and many other cousins. Relatives and friends 
are welcome to join the family from 10-11 a.m. , Friday, 
April 15, 2022 at the Burke-Fortin Funeral Home, 76 
Prospect Street, Rockville. A Funeral Service will follow 
at 11:00 a.m. at the funeral home. Burial will follow at 
Ellington Center Cemetery in Ellington. The family 
would like to express a special thank you to the em- 
ployees at Matthew's home that showed him compas- 
sion and loving care while he lived there. Memorial 
contributions maybe made to the Mosaic in CT, Hershel 
Home, 100 Sebethe Dr., Suite A2, Cromwell, CT 06416. 
For online condolences please visit: www. pietrasfuner- 
alhome.com 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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and the Visiting Nurse and Health Services of CT. At the 
request of the family, there will be no formal funeral or 
calling hours. Understanding she touched many lives, 
to those who wish to pay their respects and honor 
Louise's legacy, we would ask and encourage you to 


Honoring your love, light, Kindness, and faith as we mark 
another year without you to hug and to hold. Not a day : - 
goes by that we don’t think of the many lessons you taught } Ne 

us and of the unconditional love that you gave to us and so | 

many others. We were blessed to have you as our Mother. 





consider donating your time volunteering for youth nose Sree inpeN eetten 
Sports programs in your own community or in some Your four loving sons, John, Mark, David and Gregory and 

other way that supports and promotes community their families. =~ re 
service and civic involvement, as both Louise and Dick ey * vig ey 
always did. Additionally, we would also encourage you we Coy 
to consider donating blood or volunteering for the SPORTS STAR STAR TEDDY 
American Red Cross: BALLS FILLED OPEN BEAR 


wWww.RedCrossBlood.org or call 1-800-REDCROSS (1- isit the obituary section on courant.com 
800-733-2767). For online condolences please visit: 
www. pietrasfuneralhome.com 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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Killingly school board under investigation 


Department of Education opens probe over parents’ 
complaints about social, emotional health standards 


By Seamus McAvoy 
Hartford Courant 


In a relatively rare step, the 
Connecticut Department of 
Education is opening an investi- 
gation into the Killingly Board of 
Education after a group of parents 
and residents last week filed a 
complaint alleging the school 
board is failing to meet social and 
emotional health standards set out 
by the state. 

The complaint — known as a 


10-4b, which allows residents to 
appeal when the local school board 
fails to implement the educational 
interests of the state — stems from 
the Killingly school board’s rejec- 
tion of a plan that would have 
created a school-based mental 
health center at the high school, at 
no cost to the district. 

“We are pleased that the State 
Department of Education is taking 
this complaint seriously. The 
mental health crisis our students 
are facing is very real,” Christine 


Rosati Randall, a Killingly parent, 
said in a statement. “Our students 
need help now. The School-Based 
Mental Health Center is an imme- 
diate way to meet the dire need 
of our students at no cost to the 
District.” 

The state’s decision to pursue an 
investigation doesn’t mean it has 
found the allegations set out in the 
10-4b complaint to be true. 

Rather, it means the state 
has determined that it merits a 
“substantial complaint,’ defined as 
“a complaint that sets forth basic 
facts which state a cause of action 
concerning an alleged violation 
of the educational interests of the 


state.” 

The focus of the investigation is 
whether the Killingly school board 
is providing “a safe school setting,” 
according to the letter sent to 
the board signed by Education 
Commissioner Charlene Russell- 
Tucker. 

It is the first time in at least a 
decade the state Department of 
Education is moving forward with 
an investigation for this purpose. 

The state has received 30 10-4b 
complaints over the last 10 years, 
according to Andrew Feinstein, 
an attorney working with the Kill- 
ingly residents. Of those, at least 23 
were dismissed outright. 


In March, the Killingly Board 
of Education voted 6-3 to reject 
the plan for a school-based health 
center. 

The plan was designed in part- 
nership between the district’s 
superintendent and Generations 
Family Health Center. It would 
have come at no cost to the district, 
and had vocal support within the 
community. 

Parents and staff argue the need 
for mental health services in Kill- 
ingly schools goes beyond what 
its counselors and social workers 
have the capacity to provide amid 
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Jesse Martin, left, vice president of 11I99NE SEIU, speaks during anews conference as care providers listen Tuesday in Hartford. Nursing home care 
providers announced more than 400 workers will strike April 22 over alleged unfair labor practices. JESSICA HILL/SPECIAL TO THE COURANT 


Nursing home workers 
threaten April 22 strike 


Employees at five facilities prepare to walk out over alleged unfair labor practices 


By Don Stacom 
Hartford Courant 


Nearly 450 workers at five nurs- 
ing homes in Hartford, Rocky Hill, 
West Hartford, Bloomfield and 
Windsor will begin a strike April 
22 to resolve what they describe as 
unfair labor practices, their union 
announced Tuesday. 

“Many of the caregivers, dietary, 
housekeeping and laundry work- 
ers we represent have received 
poverty-level wages, have spent 
weeks or days without pay, and 
have worked in some cases 16 
hours a day for weeks on end,” 


said Jesse Martin, vice president of 
SEIU District 1199 New England. 
The union announced that its 
membership had overwhelm- 
ingly authorized a strike for April 
22 starting at 6 a.m. at the Bloom- 
field Health Care Center, Hebrew 
Center for Health & Rehabilita- 
tion in West Hartford, Maple View 
Health and Rehabilitation Center 
in Rocky Hill, Windsor Health and 
Rehabilitation Center and Avery 
Heights Senior Living in Hartford. 
“These employers have commit- 
ted significant violations of federal 
labor law,” Martin said. One nurs- 
ing home had hired unlicensed 


staff and offered them CNA licen- 
sure in lieu of their first few weeks 
of pay, he alleged. 

The union said those nursing 
homes are also among the last 
stragglers to reach new labor 
contracts; it said it has success- 
fully negotiated multi-year agree- 
ments with about 90 percent of 
Connecticut’s nursing homes. 

It wants minimum wages of 
$20 for certified nursing assis- 
tants, $18.50 for other workers, 
more affordable health insurance, 
retirement and pension contribu- 
tions, and what it called measures 
to address racial discrimination. 


Person of interest named in 
shooting of Olympian’s mom 


Woman was killed 
by astray bullet while 
sewing in her home 


By Taylor Hartz 
Hartford Courant 


A 56-year-old mother of three 
was sewing inside her Waterbury 
home on Saturday afternoon 
when a stray bullet pierced the 
wall of her house and struck her. 

Mabel Martinez Antongiorgi 
was found in her home at 42 
Orange Street about 1:15 p.m. with 
a gunshot wound and was rushed 
to Saint Mary’s Hospital, where 
she died from her injuries about 
24 hours later. 

On Tuesday, Waterbury Police 
Department Chief Fernando 
Spagnolo called Antongiorgi “a 
beautiful woman” and told the 
family they would work hard to 
find her killer. 

“This is so tragic,” he said. 


“Words cannot describe it or 
console you, we understand that, 
but we vow to you we are going 
to work very hard to understand 
what happened here and bring the 
people to justice that are responsi- 
ble for this.” 

Antongiorgi was a devoted wife 
and mother who had moved to 
Waterbury from her native Puerto 
Rico after Hurricane Maria devas- 
tated the island in 2017, according 
to Spagnolo and social media posts 
made by her daughter, Olympic 
athlete Yarimar Mercado Marti- 
nez. 

“She was a homemaker, and she 
was at home taking care of some 
domestic duties when those shots 
rang out and she was struck in 
the head,” Spagnolo said during 
a press conference at Waterbury 
police headquarters Tuesday . 

Antongiorgi’s family sat 
together in solemn silence during 
the press conference, Martinez 
hanging her head in her hands, as 


police recounted the details of the 
tragic shooting. 

Police allege that the fatal 
bullet was fired during a shootout 
between two vehicles on Orange 
Street on Saturday afternoon. 

“In the backdrop of those two 
vehicles were two locations on 
Orange Street,” Spagnolo said. One 
of those locations was the home 
in which Antongiorgi sat sewing. 
Another bullet struck a neighbor- 
ing house during the same inci- 
dent, but no one was injured. 

According to police, shortly 
after Antongiorgi was rushed to 
the hospital, 25-year-old Water- 
bury resident Ryan Lindsay was 
dropped off at the emergency 
room with a gunshot wound to his 
hip. He was treated, released and 
brought into the police depart- 
ment for questioning, Spagnolo 
said. 

Police said they learned that 
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National Health Care Asso- 


ciates, which owns the nursing 
homes in Rocky Hill, West Hart- 
ford and Bloomfield, countered 
that it has been bargaining in good 
faith all along. 

The company has agreed to 
increases of 15.5% to 20.5% for 
minimum wage employees start- 
ing next summer, and a 4.5% raise 
for anyone earning more than 
minimum wage, it said. 

“We also have committed 
to using monies from the state 
to fund a defined contribution 
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Owners face increases 
to help pay off state’s 
unemployment debt 


By Stephen Singer 
Hartford Courant 


HARTFORD — Like other 
small-business owners in 
Connecticut, Keith Beaulieu of 
The Main Pub, a Manchester 
restaurant going back more than 
4O years, faces tax increases to 
replenish the state unemploy- 
ment insurance fund tapped to 
the max during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

He joined other business 
owners and Republican lawmak- 
ers at the Capitol on Tuesday, 
urging the Democratic-led 
General Assembly and Gov. Ned 
Lamont to use federal pandemic 
money to pay down unemploy- 
ment insurance debt run up as 
joblessness soared after busi- 
nesses were shut in 2020. 

With just three weeks left 
to the legislative session, busi- 
nesses and their allies are step- 
ping up their lobbying. They say 
employers were forced through 
no fault of their own to shut 
businesses during the worst of 
the pandemic. Many restaurants 
never reopened. 

“How many more will we lose 
unless Connecticut fixes the 
unemployment insurance trust 
problem?” Beaulieu said. 

Max Reiss, a spokesman for 
Lamont, said Connecticut repaid 
half the money it borrowed to 
fund unemployment insur- 
ance and has covered interest 
payments for the life of a federal 
loan, in part due toa $155 million 
in federal pandemic aid last year. 

“Allocating more than that 
$155 million to the UI fund 
wouldn’t help businesses before 
2026, and most of the benefits 
would go to the state’s largest 
employers,” he said. 

State Sen. Cathy Osten, 
co-chair of the Appropria- 
tions Committee, which did 
not include funding to help 
businesses pay unemployment 
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PAC plans to make trans 
athletes and race theory 
issues in governor race 


Hedge fund manager 
chairs ‘Parents Against 
Stupid Stuff group 


By Mark Pazniokas 
CT Mirror 


A donor to national efforts 
opposing abortion, gay marriage 
and, more recently, critical race 
theory and transgender rights has 
turned his attention to Connecti- 
cut’s gubernatorial race with 
a cheekily named new inde- 
pendent-expenditures group, 
“Parents Against Stupid Stuff 
PAC.” 

The new super PAC’s chair 
and initial contributor is Sean 
Fieler, a hedge fund manager and 
conservative Catholic philan- 
thropist who has kept a relatively 
low profile in Connecticut since 


moving from Princeton, N.J., to 
a sprawling Tudor home on four 
acres in Stamford in 2018. 

In an interview Monday, Fieler 
said the group will spend more 
than $1 million arguing that Gov. 
Ned Lamont, a first-term Demo- 
crat, is at odds with parents over 
critical race theory, sexually 
explicit curricula in public schools 
and the participation of transgen- 
der athletes in girls’ sports. 

“Broadly speaking, these are 
three cultural issues where he’s at 
the extreme of where the Demo- 
crat Party is and just not where 
the electorate in Connecticut is,” 
Fieler said. “These are not contro- 
versial issues, at least not when 
you poll them. The residents of 
Connecticut, the electorate of 
Connecticut, oppose this kind of 
stuff” 


Turn to PAC, Page 2 


2 Hartford Courant | Section 2 | Wednesday, April 13, 2022 


CONNECTICUT 


PAC 


from Page 1 


Fieler said the new 
Connecticut group is inde- 
pendent of the Ameri- 
can Principles Project, the 
conservative nonprofit and 
super PAC for which he 
serves as chair and a finan- 
cial backer. Its prescription 
to the GOP is to confront 
the “wokeism” of the left 
and “commit to an agenda 
centered around rebuilding 
the American family.” 

Through that group and 
others, Fieler long has been 
a behind-the-scenes player 
in America’s culture wars, 
as well as an advocate of 
limiting the influence of 
the Federal Reserve by rein- 
stating the gold standard as 
a foundation of monetary 
policy. 

Fieler, the majority owner 
and chief investment officer 
of Equinox Partners, has 
contributed more than $1.7 
million to American Princi- 
ples’ political affiliates and 
millions more to Republican 
candidates, conservative 
causes and Catholic chari- 
table groups and schools. 

Parents Against Stupid 
Stuff is his first foray into 
Connecticut politics outside 
of limited contributions: 
$10,000 to the state GOP 
in 2021 and 2022, $1,000 
to the Family Institute of 
Connecticut and $250 to 
Rep. Kim Fiorello, R-Green- 
wich, in 2020, and $3,500 to 
Bob Stefanowski’s guberna- 
torial campaign in 2018. 

Whatever his broader 
interests, Fieler empha- 
sized his PAC will be 
tightly focused on issues 
relating to the influence of 
parents and families in the 
schools, not abortion or gay 
marriage. He said he sees 
parental rights resonating 
in Connecticut in ways that 
other social issues do not. 

“So there’s obvious polit- 
ical application to these 
issues in a way that there 
aren’t for some of the other 
social issues in a state like 
Connecticut,” he said. 

His new PAC was regis- 
tered March 1 with the 
State Elections Enforce- 
ment Commission, and 
its first quarterly report 
showed initial contribu- 
tions of $80,000 from Fieler 
and a payment of $60,375 
to Evolving Strategies of 
Bethesda, Md., for “messag- 
ing test research.” 

Evolving Strategies 
describes itself on its web 
site as “a behavioral science 
and clinical data science 
firm. We use experiments 
and artificial intelligence 
to modify (not just predict) 
human behavior — we get 
more people to do what you 
need them to do.” 

Fieler declined to say 
when or how its messag- 
ing would begin. CT Truth 
PAC, another independent 
expenditures group with a 


Killingly 
from Page 1 


an increase in demand asso- 
ciated with the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

As alleged in the 10-4b 
complaint, survey and 
school data suggest a dire 
need for mental and behav- 
ioral health intervention in 
a community where access 
to services is a challenge. 

Nearly 15% of Killingly 
students admit to having 
made a suicide plan, accord- 
ing to a November survey of 
477 students in grades 7 to 
12 conducted by SERAC, 
a nonprofit focused on 
mental health in eastern 
Connecticut. 

More than 28% reported 
feeling sad or hopeless 
almost every day for two 
weeks or more, and another 
28.2% admitted to having 
thoughts of hurting them- 
selves. 

There were 500 incidents 
where students had to leave 


Shooting 
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Lindsay had been involved 
with an alleged “drug-re- 
lated incident” along with 
Angel Gonzales, a 22-year- 
old Waterbury resident 
and convicted felon known 
to police as a member of 
the city’s illegal drug trade. 
Lindsay was believed to be 
the intended target of the 
bullets, police said. 

Police said they found 
nearly two dozen shell 
casings at the scene and 
identified two vehicles that 
were allegedly involved 


budget of at least $1 million, 
already is running ads on 
television and the web 
attacking Lamont, who is 
independently wealthy 
and largely self-funding his 
campaign. 

“We’re looking forward 
to working closely with 
a number of the parents’ 
groups that have sponta- 
neously formed over the last 
six months to a year here,” 
Fieler said. 

In Virginia, education 
was an issue in 2021, when 
voters ended a 12-year 
Democratic winning streak 
in governor’s races and 
elected Republican Glenn 
Youngkin, who had staged 
“Parents Matter” rallies. 

Some Connecticut oper- 
atives in either party are 
skeptical about whether 
that can be replicated here. 
Last year, the election was 
held while Virginia parents 
were furious over continu- 
ing mask mandates and 
long school closures due 
to COVID-19, as well as 
concerns about what was 
being taught. 

“That’s why it got life 
in the Virginia governor’s 
race,’ said Mark Bergman, 
a Democratic consultant 
who has advised campaigns 
in Virginia and Connecticut. 

Democrat Terry McAu- 
liffe didn’t help his cause 
when he seemed dismis- 
sive of parents, saying, “I 
don’t think parents should 
be telling schools what they 
should teach.” 

The influence of critical 
race theory on local educa- 
tion was an issue in several 
Connecticut towns in 2021, 
most notably in Guilford. 
A slate of insurgents used 
the issue to unseat Repub- 
lican incumbents in a GOP 
primary, but they were 
defeated in the general elec- 
tion. 

The ability of transgen- 
der girls to compete in girls’ 
sports became an issue in 
2020, albeit a narrow one 
arising from a lawsuit filed 
against the Connecticut 
Interscholastic Athletic 
Conference on behalf of 
three female track athletes 
who objected to competing 
against a transgender girl, as 
allowed by CIAC rules. 

The Connecticut Repub- 
lican Party generally has 
shied from the culture wars, 
though a former state chair, 
J.R. Romano, gave a “cour- 
age award” in 2020 to the 
three female athletes. 

“When you have biolog- 
ical males beating girls in 
girls’ sports, that’s some- 
thing that Gov. Lamont has 
really, I think, tried to avoid 
as an issue,” Fieler said. 
“And to the extent that he 
said anything about it has 
been on the wrong side of 
the electorate.” 

In 2020, the Trump 
administration threatened 
to withhold federal educa- 
tion aid over the CIAC’s 
policy and a Connecticut 


class to receive immediate 
counseling in just the first 
half of the 2021-2022 school 
year, the complaint reads. 
Killingly High School is 
calling 211 “several times a 
week” for services, accord- 
ing to Kristine Cicchetti, 
human resource assistant 
in Killingly Public Schools. 
Cicchetti said the school 
board floated the idea 
of hiring another school 
psychologist, but she argues 
this is the wrong tactic. 
“The district has had a 
school psychologist open- 
ing for over a year, but [the 
school board’s] solution is 
to create another vacancy in 
our school district instead 
of providing our children 
with the appropriate level of 
mental health resources they 
require — it makes no sense,” 
Cicchetti said in a statement. 
Asmall group of students, 
parents and staff made the 
trip from Killingly to Hart- 
ford last Wednesday to 
appeal to education leaders 
during the state Board of 


in the drug-deal-turned- 
shooting, a white Acura 
belonging to Gonzales and 
a Black Honda registered to 
Levi Brock of New Haven. 

Brock, a 38-year-old 
convicted felon who is 
out on parole, is wanted 
for questioning by police, 
they said. Police said he is 
a person of interest in the 
investigation but has not 
been charged in the shoot- 
ing. 

Police said officers 
found Brock’s vehicle in 
New Haven and recov- 
ered a handgun from the 
car but have yet to locate 
him. They’re asking for the 


law prohibiting discrim- 
ination based on gender 
identity. 

After months of silence, 
Lamont promised to defy 
the administration: “We’re 
gonna stand up, fight against 
discrimination.” 

But he clearly was 
discomforted by the issue. 

“Look, I’m 66 years old. 
This is a tough situation 
— trans,’ Lamont said at a 
press conference in Septem- 
ber 2020. “We’re going 
to work through this as a 
state, but I don’t need the 
heavy hand of the federal 
government coming in 
and penalizing schools and 
shortchanging kids to do 
this. I think we’re going to 
do this at the community 
level. We’re going to figure 
this out with our leagues. 
And I just wish the federal 
government butt out on 
this subject. Leave our kids 
alone.” 

Fieler could not say 
why he was confident 
Stefanowski, the presump- 
tive GOP for governor, 
would support banning 
transgender athletes. Citing 
a state law banning a super 
PAC’s coordination with a 
candidate it is supporting, 
he said he has not spoken to 
the Republican candidate. 

Stefanowski could not 
be reached Monday on the 
issue. 

Lamont’s campaign 
manager, Dan Morrocco, 
was quick, however, to 
brand Fieler as “an anti- 
choice, anti-gay-marriage, 
Trump-supporting zealot” 
whose support will reflect 
on Stefanowski. 

Stefanowski has broadly 
signaled solidarity with 
parents who complain 
of lacking influence in 
their children’s educa- 
tion. In a video posted on 
social media last week, 
Stefanowski and his wife, 
Amy, talked about issues on 
which Democrats, Republi- 
cans and unafhliated voters 
can agree. 

“One is giving our 
kids a solid education,” 
Stefanowski said. “Amy 
and I were fortunate to 
have great schools for our 
kids. We had a say in their 
education. We had a say in 
looking at their homework 
and watching what they’re 
learning, and parents 
deserve that.” 

That, of course, is a long 
way from banning transgen- 
der athletes who identify as 
girls from competing in high 
school sports or participat- 
ing in a debate about which 
books might be appropriate 
for which ages. 

Fieler said he is aware of 
cases of sexually explicit 
or inappropriate materials 
being used in the schools, 
mentioning a controversy 
over a lesson about sexual 
consent mistakenly offered 
to eighth grade students in 
a family health and human 
sexuality class in Enfield. 


Education’s monthly meet- 
ing. 

“The issue of children 
and staff’s social, emotional 
and behavioral well-being 
is SO critical to education,” 
Russell-Tucker, education 
commissioner, said during 
the meeting. “We continue 
.. to work to ensure that 
every school building in 
our state has the requisite 
support necessary, be it 
more staff, be it working in 
partnership, to make sure 
that we are addressing those 
needs because they’re criti- 
cal to academic success, and 
just overall well being” 

Janice Joly, former chair 
of the Killingly school 
board, resigned on Friday. 
She had drawn particu- 
lar criticism within the 
community for appearing 
to doubt the veracity of the 
mental health survey during 
a school board meeting. 

“How do you know they 
were honest responses? 
They were dealing with 
kids. They could have writ- 


public’s help tracking him 
down. 

“We are asking anybody, 
anywhere, if you have infor- 
mation on his whereabouts, 
to contact the police depart- 
ment,’ Spagnolo said. 

In 2018, while out on 
parole after a conviction 
on charges of first-degree 
assault and possession of 
weapons, he violated the 
conditions of his parole by 
being found in possession 
of drugs with intent to sell, 
according to Spagnolo. 

“What disturbs me is 
yet again we have another 
convicted felon who is 
on probation that’s in 


“Sexually explicit mate- 
rial being taught to young 
children in schools defies 
common sense,” he said. 

Fieler moved his family 
and eventually his business 
to Connecticut after his 
wife, Ana Cecilia Fieler, an 
economist, began teaching 
at Yale. They are the parents 
of six children: the youngest 
is 2, the oldest a freshman in 
high school. 

In a speech in 2018 at 
the Catholic Information 
Center annual gala, where 
he received the “John 
Paul II Award for the New 
Evangelization,’ Fieler said 
his own evangelical work 
began with his checkbook, a 
description that could apply 
to his political activism or 
his philanthropy. 

As described by the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, the New Evangeli- 
zation is a recognition that 
relatively few Catholics 
practice their faith and a call 
for all Catholics to evange- 
lize to others. 

“Timmediately gravitated 
towards the easiest way to 
evangelize. I gave money to 
others to evangelize,” Fieler 
said. “And, to be very frank, 
that is the vast majority of 
my involvement in what 
might be loosely called ‘The 
New Evangelization’ until 
I met Cecilia and we had a 
family.” 

He challenged his audi- 
ence to be evangelicals 
willing to confront fellow 
Catholics who have fallen 
away from the faith and 
accept the “Gnostic here- 
sies” of modern life. 

“Let me sum up the 
moment this way: By the 
time the government has 
decided that guys who 
claim to be girls should have 
access to the girls’ locker 
room because they are 
really girls, you can be pretty 
certain that the gnostic 
heresy is well advanced,” he 
said. “We, the co-conspira- 
tors in the New Evangeliza- 
tion, are kidding ourselves if 
we think that we can boldly 
proclaim what we believe 
and sidestep the dominant 
heresy of our time.” 

His challenge was not 
unlike the advice the Amer- 
ican Principles Project is 
giving to the Republican 
Party: Evangelicals, like 
political activists, must be 
willing to engage on matters 
of faith and family, espe- 
cially when the message is 
difficult or out of fashion. 

Fieler said “while the 
culture war strongly 
discourages us from 
making the case for the 
Church’s teaching on sex 
and marriage in the public 
square, we must neverthe- 
less publicly affirm what we 
believe.” 


Mark Pazniokas is a re- 
porter for The Connecticut 
Mirror (https;//ctmirror. 
org/ ). Copyright 2022 © 
The Connecticut Mirror. 


ten anything. That’s what 
kids do,” Joly said. 

Joly did not provide a 
reason for her resignation 
in a brief letter to the town 
clerk, but elaborated on her 
departure in an interview 
with WINY Radio. 

“The reason why I 
resigned was because there’s 
so much hate I believe onthe 
Democrats’ side,” Joly report- 
edly told WINY. “There 
could be some Republicans 
involved as well, but mainly 
it seems like it’s coming 
from the Democrats. And it’s 
become rather saddening 
and scary, and I just felt like I 
didn’t want to be part of any 
of this anymore.” 

Regarding her comments 
about the survey, Joly said 
“That was a generality. They 
turned it into, ‘She said our 
kids our liars’ And that is 
not what I said. That is not 
what I meant.” 


Seamus McAvoy can be 
reached at smcavoy@ 
courant.com 


possession of a gun that’s 
(allegedly) involved in 
someone’s death,” Spag- 
nolo said. “This is a story, 
it’s a broken record. We 
hear it time and time again 
in every urban community 
in this state.” 

The chief said members 
of the community can 
expect to see increased 
patrols, especially in the 
Orange Street area. 

Anyone with informa- 
tion about the shooting 
was asked to contact the 
department’s detective 
bureau at 203-574-6941 or 
Crime Stoppers at 203-755- 
1234. 


Man’s body found 
in garage of Avon 
home after fire 


By Christine Dempsey 
Hartford Courant 


A man’s body was found 
in the garage of an Avon 
home where a fire burned 
Tuesday morning, police 
said. 

The fire was in an 
attached garage at 43 Far 
Hills Drive on the east side 
of town. 

Firefighters were called 
to the address about 7:40 
a.m. When they arrived, 
they saw smoke coming 
from the home’s three-car 
garage, police said. They 
were able to knock down the 
fire so it wouldn’t spread. 

Firefighters then found a 
deceased adult male in the 
garage, police said. No one 
else was home at the time of 


the fire. 

There was no structural 
damage to the main living 
area of the 8,400-square- 
foot house, although the 
home has smoke damage. 

Avon’s fire marshal is 
working with local police 
and the state police Fire and 
Explosion Investigation Unit 
to determine what caused 
the blaze. The residents will 
be displaced until the inves- 
tigation is over, police said. 

Anyone with information 
that may help investigators 
is asked to call Avon police 
at 860-409-4200 and ask for 
Det. Set. Jeffrey Gilbert, the 
investigation coordinator. 


Christine Dempsey can 
be reached at cdempsey@ 
courant.com. 


New Haven man gets 
prison for selling drugs 
after hiding in trash can 


By Edmund H. Mahony 
Hartford Courant 


A New Haven man was 
sentenced to 27 months 
in prison Monday in U.S. 
District Court for selling 
heroin and cocaine after 
police captured him while he 
was hiding in a garbage can. 

Federal prosecutors said 
Darryl Russell, 33, was 
captured by New Haven 
police who were following 
a car that was suspected of 
involvement in drug traf- 
ficking, but had eluded them 
earlier. 

A detective followed the 
car until he saw two occu- 
pants get out on Brown 
Street and engage in what 
allegedly looked like side- 
walk drug sales before 
getting back in the car, 
according to federal offi- 
cials. A short while later, 
police saw the two — Russell 


Strike 


from Page 1 


employer pension plan, and 
to make improvements to 
the health plan and/or make 
it more affordable,’ spokes- 
woman Christina Fleming 
said in a written statement. 

“By contrast, the union 
made an initial proposal on 
Feb. 21 and, with one excep- 
tion, has not modified its 
position,” Fleming said. 

National Health Care will 
continue negotiating and 
believes a strike isn’t the 
right answer, she said, but 
added it is “doing everything 
necessary to limit disruption 
to our residents and ensure 
patient care is in no way 
affected.” 

At Avery Heights, Admin- 
istrator Bill Thompson 
offered a similar response. 

“We will continue to 
negotiate in good faith in 
hopes of reaching a settle- 
ment that is fair and equi- 
table to the team members 
represented by NEHCEU,’ 
he wrote. “If no agreement 
can be reached before the 
April 22nd deadline, Avery 
Heights will continue to 
ensure the ongoing care, 
safety and wellbeing of our 
residents.” 

Windsor Health and 
Rehabilitation did not 
respond to a message Tues- 
day. 

The union said its 
members have filed griev- 
ances and that at least 10 
National Labor Relations 
Board complaints are pend- 
ing, but claimed it must 
strike to prevent further 
losses to workers. 

It alleged some members 
have been threatened and 
harassed for union member- 
ship, and that some of the 
nursing homes have refused 
to pay new employees for 
their first two or three weeks 


and James Lee, who had 
posted bond on an earlier 
drug charge — enter a build- 
ing on Elm Street. 

Lee was arrested when 
he came out of the build- 
ing, federal prosecutors 
said. Russell fled, but was 
captured a short distance 
away in the garbage can. 

A search of the car turned 
up heroin, cocaine and 
crack cocaine packaged for 
distribution, and more than 
$2,000 in cash. 

Russell has been in 
custody since May 21, 2021, 
federal prosecutors said. 
On Sept. 14, 2021, Russell 
pleaded guilty to posses- 
sion with intent to distrib- 
ute, heroin, cocaine and 
cocaine base, according to 
federal authorities. 

Lee pleaded guilty to 
the same charge and was 
sentenced to 46 months in 
prison on Feb. 14, 2022. 


of work. 

As part of a COVID-19 
mitigation package, the 
companies all received 
state aid to help pay work- 
ers — but some have refused 
to spend it, Martin said. He 
said the union is concerned 
that when the state depart- 
ment of social services 
audits those grants, it will 
reclaim the money and the 
workers will never get what 
they’re owed. 

Several certified nursing 
assistants from the homes 
attended the morning 
press conferences at 1199’s 
Hartford office, and told 
of longtime workers still 
making substandard wages 
despite the demands of the 
pandemic and the shortage 
of health care workers. 

“We have worked consis- 
tently and are tremen- 
dously tired through the 
COVID (pandemic). We 
should be paid fairly for 
the work we have done 
and are still doing,” said 
Annamaria Parsons, a CNA 
at Avery Heights. “The boss 
is making lots of money and 
doesn’t want to share.” 

Yvonne Foster said she 
has worked at Windsor 
Health for 21 years and still 
doesn’t make $20 an hour, 
has no retirement account 
and can’t afford health 
insurance. 

Marcia Armstrong, a 
CNA at Bloomfield Health, 
said coworkers who’ve 
put in 30 and 40 years are 
being treated unfairly, and 
accused her employer of 
making promises that go 
unfulfilled. 

“We’ve been told for two 
years that we’re essential, 
yet I still can’t pay my bills or 
afford health care with the 
low wages I’m being paid,” 
Nadine Lawrence, a CNA at 
the Bloomfield Health Care 
Center, said in a statement. 
“T’m at my breaking point.” 


SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT 


A story on Page 1 of the April 2 Connecticut section, “Dispute 
rocks town hall,’ did not report complete information 

about former Simsbury Assistant Town Planner Robin 
Newton’s complaint of a hostile work environment and her 
subsequent departure. After Newton was dismissed in late 
2019, she formally complained that Town Manager Maria 
Capriola had targeted her unfairly. Selectmen ultimately 
rescinded Newton’s termination and paid her $8,000 ina 
settlement; Newton resigned and retracted her complaint 


against Capriola. 
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Lamont touts COVID response, tax cuts in ad 


Governor releases 
second TV commercial 
of reelection campaign 


By Christopher Keating 
Hartford Courant 


HARTFORD — With nearly 
seven months remaining in a 
long campaign, Gov. Ned Lamont 
released his second campaign 
commercial Tuesday that focuses 
on his accomplishments in office 
— and said he is worried about 
outside, third-party money flow- 
ing into the state with attack ads. 

At this early stage, Lamont is 
avoiding any attacks and does not 
mention his expected opponent, 
Republican Bob Stefanowski of 
Madison. Instead, he devotes 
most of the 60-second commercial 
toward his handling of the COVID- 
19 crisis — starting with the initial 
report in northern Fairfield County 
more than two years ago. 

“I remember like yesterday 
when I got the call — our first case,” 
Lamont says as the commercial 
begins. “A nurse at Danbury hospi- 
tal had COVID. Right away, we got 
the best people together: business 
leaders, health care experts.” 

Lamont told reporters that he 


Taxes 


from Page 1 


insurance debt, said the issue is 
being negotiated between the 
legislature and Lamont. 

Nearly 300,000 jobs disap- 
peared in early 2020 after 
Lamont and state public 
health officials ordered busi- 
nesses shut to limit the spread 
of COVID-19. At the peak of 
the employment crisis in early 
May 2020, the state Depart- 
ment of Labor worked through 
about 390,000 weekly unem- 
ployment insurance claims, or 
nearly 19% of Connecticut’s 
labor force. 

Connecticut borrowed 
$888 million and $425 million 
has been repaid, with employ- 
ers covering $300 million. 
Federal COVID-19 relief funds 
repaid $155 million, includ- 
ing interest. Employers are 
responsible for the remain- 
ing $463 million and say they 
face tax increases between 
now and 2026. 

The tax increases are partic- 
ularly painful as businesses 
cope with an inflationary 
spiral that’s driving up costs, 
“jeopardizing our profit,” said 
Wendy Traub, president of 
Hemlock Directional Boring 
in Torrington. 

Employers will pay an 
increasing contribution to the 
unemployment trust fund of 
0.3% to 1.7% of each employee’s 
first $7,000 in wages between 
2023 and 2026, according 
to the governor’s office. It 
amounts to $21 to $119 per 
employee in each of the four 
years. 

Employers frame the issue 
as an economic development 
spur by helping them invest 
in other business operations 
rather than higher unemploy- 
ment insurance costs. 

“It took six years of higher 
unemployment taxes on 
employers to pay off federal 
loans following the 2008-2010 
recession and we can’t hold 
that debt over small businesses 
again,” said Chris DiPentima, 
president of the Connecticut 
Business & Industry Associa- 
tion. 

Earlier Tuesday, Lamont 
struck an upbeat note as he 
spoke to the CBIA, which is 
lobbying against several pieces 
of legislation seen by business 
as hostile to job creation and 
economic growth. 

“T think Connecticut is in 
the strongest position we’ve 
been in probably a genera- 
tion to 25 years,” he said ina 
video speech as he quaran- 
tined after testing positive 
for COVID-19. The governor 
cited budget surpluses that 
have helped pay down state 
pension liability and other 
debts and relocations to 
Connecticut of several large 
corporations. 

He warned that the state 
will “go through some choppy 
waters,” pointing to the 
announcement Tuesday by the 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 
that inflation was 8.5% in the 
past year, arecord high in more 
than four decades. 

The CBIA opposes legislation 
that would allow striking work- 
ers to receive unemployment 
benefits and forbid businesses 
to require workers to attend or 
participate in meetings about 
the employers’ views on polit- 
ical or religious matters. 


Stephen Singer can be reached 
at ssinger@courant.com. 


has largely avoided buying TV 
commercials at the moment. 

“Well, I really haven’t done 
much,’ Lamont told reporters 
Tuesday. “I want to get through 
this legislative session. I want 
to keep the politics over there as 
long as I can, which is not much 
longer. I went up with a positive 
30-second ad just because every- 
body else is on TV, and I figured I 
should at least send our message.” 

While Lamont avoids negativ- 
ity, the campaign is expected to 
be a bitter rematch between two 
multimillionaire business execu- 
tives. Stefanowski has pledged to 
spend $10 million, while Lamont 
has already spent more than $40 
million of his own money on 
three races — for U.S. Senate in 
2006 and governor in 2010 and 
2018. 

Much of the negativity is 
expected from outside groups 
with money backing the candi- 
dates. A commercial is already 
airing by CT Truth PAC, Inc., a 
pro-Stefanowski group that has 
raised $1 million and has released 
a 30-second ad that says, “Gover- 
nor Lamont: Come Clean. Your 
administration looks dirty.” 

The ad referenced an ongo- 
ing investigation by the FBI 
and federal prosecutors regard- 


ing Kosta Diamantis, a former 
Democratic state legislator who 
was fired as deputy budget direc- 
tor eight days after the state 
received a subpoena concerning 
school construction projects that 
Diamantis oversaw. 

“T worry about all this outside 
money pouring into the state,” 
Lamont said. “These independent 
PACs, I’m not sure they reflect 
Connecticut values or where 
we’re coming from. I’m thinking 
I’ll reserve judgement and see how 
it plays out.” 

In his 60-second ad, Lamont 
segues near the end of the commer- 
cial to tax cuts, which is among the 
hottest topics at the state Capitol 
at the moment. Lamont and top 
legislators are starting final nego- 
tiations over his $336 million pack- 
age that would reduce taxes on 
cars and residential property. The 
$400 million figure mentioned in 
the commercial includes about 
$75 million from increasing the 
earned income tax credit for 
working families, according to the 
campaign. 

Lawmakers are facing a deadline 
as the regular legislative session 
ends on May 4, and they tradi- 
tionally wait until counting all the 
money from the federal and state 
income tax filing deadline that has 


been pushed back this year until 
April 18. 

With more than $2 billion in 
federal funds over two years and 
record-breaking levels on Wall 
Street in recent years, the state 
budget surplus is now projected 
at $1.76 billion for the fiscal year 
ending June 30 and more than 
$1 billion next year. The rainy 
day fund for fiscal emergencies 
is expected to top $5 billion later 
this year if fiscal trends continue — 
before some money is taken from 
the fund to pay down long-term 
pension debt. 

“Through two years of a devas- 
tating pandemic, Gov. Lamont 
brought the best people together 
to keep our state safe, healthy, and 
working,” said Dan Morrocco, 
Lamont’s campaign manager. 
“Under his leadership, our state has 
seen balanced budgets and record 
surpluses — and now Connecticut 
families will have more money in 
their pockets thanks to the gover- 
nor’s tax cuts.” 

The transcript for Lamont’s 
60-second ad is as follows: 

Lamont: “I remember like 
yesterday when I got the call — 
our first case. A nurse at Danbury 
hospital had COVID. Right away, 
we got the best people together: 
business leaders, healthcare 


experts. 

Doctor: There wasn’t amoment 
to lose. They got us what we 
needed. 

Lamont: Our focus — keep 
Connecticut safe, healthy, and 
working. We developed the most 
effective vaccination rollout inthe 
country. Got our schools open and 
kept them open. 

Teacher: They got students in 
school, learning in person, the way 
they need to. 

Lamont: We couldn’t let them 
fall behind, and parents needed 
to get back to work. When other 
places remained closed, we made 
sure our small businesses could 
safely reopen. 

Small businesses owner: I could 
make payroll, keep my employees 
working. 

Lamont: Here in Connecticut, 
we brought all parties together. 
That’s how we turned a massive 
budget deficit into three years of 
surpluses. And now we're fighting 
for a $400 million tax cut. 

Sure we faced a lot together, but 
our state stayed strong. And it’s 
getting stronger. 

“l’m Ned Lamont, and I approve 
this message.” 


Christopher Keating can be 
reached at ckeating@courant.com 


GOP criticizes process extending 
Lamont’s original executive orders 


Senate votes along 
party lines, pushes date 
of expiration to June 30 


By Christopher Keating 
Hartford Courant 


The Democratic-controlled 
Senate voted along strict party 
lines Tuesday to extend four of 
Gov. Ned Lamont’s original exec- 
utive orders to continue combat- 
ting the ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic. 

The Senate moved this week 
because the original orders, which 
have since been codified by the 
legislature into law, are sched- 
uled to expire Friday. As such, the 
Senate voted for short-term exten- 
sions to push those laws until June 
30. 

Democrats supported the exten- 
sions, saying they were import- 
ant provisions that will help the 
homeless, nurse’s aides and rent- 
ers, among others. 

But Republicans complained 
that the emergency-certified bill 
never had a public hearing, saying 
that the general public should have 
had a better chance to weigh in on 
the pandemic issues. 

Sen. Rob Sampson, a Wolcott 
Republican, questioned why any 
original order should be extended 
— an issue that has been debated 
multiple times as Lamont’s orders 
were extended. For months some 
Republicans have declared that 
the pandemic is essentially over 
because hospitalizations and 
infections have fallen sharply. 

“The state of emergency passed 
on a party line, with many Repub- 
licans standing up in opposition,” 
Sampson said on the Senate floor 
that was largely empty. “We’ve got 
to make up our minds on whether 
there is a pandemic. ... Each time 
this body gets together we are, in 
effect, separating the people from 





State Sen. Rob Sampson 
questioned why Gov. Ned Lamont’s 
original executive orders intended 
to combat the COVID-19 pandemic 
should be extended. COURANT FILE 
PHOTO 


their government. 

“We need to return to our Amer- 
ican system. ... We need to return 
to doing our job the right way. This 
is not it.” 

Sen. Dan Champagne of Vernon 
agreed with Sampson, saying the 
bill should have had a public hear- 
ing instead of being fast-tracked 
through the process. 

“We’ve declared that the emer- 
gency is over, except for this batch,” 
Champagne said on the Senate 
floor. “It should have been done 
properly. This is not properly.” 

Sen. Tony Hwang, a Fairfield 
Republican who serves as the 
ranking member on the public 
health committee, said he too was 
frustrated by the process. 

“Let the people have their voice 
represented,” said Hwang, adding 
that he agrees with some of the 
concepts in principle. “We should 
have had a public hearing” 

But Sen. Matt Lesser, a Middle- 
town Democrat who led the 
debate, said that many of the 
provisions had been examined by 
various legislative committees, 
including on the vaccine database 


that “has had a full vetting.” 
The issues included: 


Vaccination database 


One of the four extensions 
would allow the state’s public 
health department to disclose 
a person’s vaccination status to 
school nurses, local health direc- 
tors and others as some residents 
have lost their vaccination cards. 

“This order permits health care 
providers to properly admin- 
ister booster shots by making a 
person’s vaccine information read- 
ily available, even if the person has 
misplaced their original vaccina- 
tion card,” according to asummary 
sent to legislators. “It also permits 
school nurses and local health 
directors to access a person’s 
vaccination status to properly 
respond to any COVID outbreaks 
within their jurisdiction.” 

Lamont said he is sympathetic 
to concerns about keeping the 
records vaccination records confi- 
dential. 

“Keep it private,’ he told report- 
ers in a Zoom call. “I understand... 
I haven’t heard about people leak- 
ing this information.” 


Temporary 
nurses’ aides 


A second extension allows off- 
cials to suspend various require- 
ments for temporary nurses’ aides 
and allow them to keep practicing 
their profession because their 
skills are in high demand at nurs- 
ing homes and other facilities. 

The order allows the state 
public health commissioner 
“to adopt, amend, implement, 
suspend and revoke training, 
competency, scope of practice 
and temporary hiring policies 
concerning temporary nurse aides 
and grant a registration to an indi- 


vidual as a temporary nurse aide 
who complies with the policies 
adopted,” asummary states. 


Helping the homeless 


Another extension would 
authorize the state to continue 
providing non-congregate housing 
to the homeless and other at-risk 
residents so that they are not 
placed into close quarters in bunk 
beds in shelters that can easily lead 
to the spread of COVID-19. 

The state has already received 
millions from the Federal Emer- 
gency Management Agency 
(FEMA) to carry out the program. 
The funding provides for adequate 
housing to allow people in need to 
be spaced apart and thus at lower 
risk of contracting and spreading 
the virus. 

“It allows us to access federal 
funds that are really critical,” 
Lesser said. “We are moving 
toward normalcy.” 


Requirements 
regarding evictions 


A fourth extension forces land- 
lords to contact the state’s emer- 
gency rental assistance program, 
known as “UniteCT,” before evict- 
ing any tenant for not paying rent. 
Landlords also must give tenants 
notice of at least 30 days before 
starting the eviction process. 

The law also ensures that any 
eviction notice must include infor- 
mation about the federal eviction 
moratorium in both Spanish and 
English, along with details about 
the UniteCT program. If either 
the tenant or landlord applies for 
the rental assistance program, 
the eviction proceedings can be 
temporarily postponed. 


Christopher Keating can be 
reached at ckeating@courant.com 


State Supreme Court finds rights violations 
in murder case, but lets conviction stand 


By Edmund H. Mahony 
Hartford Courant 


The State Supreme Court said 
Monday that police and prose- 
cutors may have violated a New 
London man’s constitutional 
rights but upheld his murder 
conviction because jurors could 
have found him guilty based on 
other substantial evidence. 

Gerjuan Tyrus, 41, who is serv- 
ing a 55-year sentence, claimed 
his right to be protected from an 
illegal search was violated when 
police obtained his cellphone loca- 
tion records without a warrant, 
and again when he was not permit- 
ted to confront one of his accusers 
because a firearms expert testi- 
fied about the findings of a second 
examiner, who had died before the 
trial. 

The state Appellate Court had 
previously upheld Tyus’ convic- 
tion for the 2006 murder. 

Tyus was accused of a revenge 
murder. 

There is evidence in the case 
that in 2006 Tyus was allegedly 
involved in a dispute with the 
victim, Todd Thomas, over jewelry 


Tyus had obtained from Thomas’ 
brother, while the brother was 
under the influence of drugs. 
Thomas wanted the jewelry 
returned and Tyus refused unless 
he got $10,000. 

According to the Supreme Court 
decision, in late 2006, Thomas 
fired at Tyus with a .38-caliber 
handgun in a drive-by shooting, 
hitting him in the leg and back. 
Tyus fired back with a 9mm hand- 
gun. Gun casings from both guns 
were collected by police. Later 
the same day, as Tyus was being 
treated at the hospital, his friend 
and eventual co-defendant Darius 
Armadore, was overheard saying, 
“we’re gonna get them (racial 
epithet)...” 

Weeks later, on Dec. 15, Tyus and 
Armadore rented a silver Chevro- 
let Impala, drove to Boston and 
returned to Connecticut. Shortly 
after midnight, Thomas was shot 
in the head while standing on the 
sidewalk in front of Ernie’s Café 
in New London. A witness saw 
the gunman jump into a silver car, 
which sped away. 

Not long after that, Tyus and 
Aamadore arrived at Bella Note, a 


night club in Norwich. 

Tyus testified at his trial and 
claimed that he and Armadore 
had driven directly to the Norwich 
night club from Boston. The cell- 
phone location data, presented to 
the jury by an FBI expert, told a 
different story. 

Data from three cellphones 
— two from Tyus and one from 
Armadore — show the phones 
were in New London at the time 
of the shooting. But there was 
corroborating evidence that 
included a witness who said the 
two arrived at Bella Note after 
Thomas was killed and Arma- 
dore’s girlfriend, who testified that 
when he got home, he told her he 
had shot someone earlier in the 
night, according to the ruling. 

Police collected shell casings 
from the shooting outside Ernie’s 
Café and determined that they 
matched those fired from the 
nine millimeter handgun in the 
drive-by shooting in which Tyus 
had been wounded and also fired 
shots. 

Tyus hadn’t raised a constitu- 
tional claim about the cellphone 
data at his trial, but the state 


Supreme Court analyzed it on 
appeal. Police were not required 
to obtain warrants for cellphone 
data until a decision by the US. 
Supreme Court in 2018. The state 
Supreme Court concluded that 
even though the collection of cell 
location data by the New London 
Police Department may have been 
a retroactive violation in view of 
the 2018 U.S. Supreme Court deci- 
sion, it was not grounds for revers- 
ing the conviction because of the 
other evidence. 

The state Supreme Court 
reached a similar conclusion about 
testimony by the firearms exam- 
iner. The examiner, who made 
his own observations of firearms 
evidence, was permitted to testify 
about the findings of his colleague, 
who had died before trial. The 
court said evidence prepared 
by the examiner who died was 
presented to the jury, but Tyus was 
denied the opportunity to confront 
the person who prepared it. 

As was the case with the cell- 
phone data, the court declined 
to reverse the conviction based 
on the fire arms claim because of 
other evidence of guilt. 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


ESTATE OF Katharine Lois Faber, Late 
of Killingworth, AKA Katharine L. Faber 
(22-0229) 


The Hon. Jeannine Lewis, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of Saybrook 
Probate Court, by decree dated April 8, 
2022, ordered that all claims must be 
presented to the fiduciary at the address 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


ESTATE OF Domenico Ricci, AKA Dominic 
Ricci (22-00316) 


The Hon. Michael A. Carrier, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of Berlin Probate 
Court, by decree dated April 8, 2022, or- 
dered that all claims must be presented to 
the fiduciary at the address below. Failure 
to promptly present any such claim may 
result in the loss of rights to recover on 
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below. Failure to promptly present any such claim. 
such claim may result in the loss of rights 


to recover on such claim. 


VALUED 


Susan |. Meagher, Chief Clerk SUBSCRIBER 


The fiduciary is: 

Marie A. D’Amore 

c/o PAUL C ARGAZZI, PAUL C. ARGAZZI, 
ATTORNEY AT LAW, 488 NEW BRITAIN 
ROAD, KENSINGTON, CT 06037 


Jacqueline Craco, Assistant Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 
Bruce Willett, 88 Harvest Wood Rd., 
Rockfall, CT 06481 
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NOTICE OF DECISIONS 
MIDDLETOWN ZONING BOARD OF 
APPEALS 
REGULAR MEETING 
APRIL 7, 2022 


TOWN OF ESSEX 
SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 
APRIL 20, 2022 more oO ut 
MEETING ROOM A 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://usO2web.zoom.us/j/837 79697 
816?pwd=TVNSdGtiTXZLcDVqVW1MNm 
QOL2tEUTO9 
Meeting ID: 837 7969 7816 Passcode: 
320575 
Dial +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 


Approved request for a G.S. 14-54 
location approval for the sales of used 
cars at 15 Walnut St. Applicant/Agent 
Timothy Potvin/Lincoln Auto World. GS 
14-54 
2022-1 
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Steven Kovach, Chair 

Zoning Board of Appeals 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Special 
Town Meeting will be held in and for the 
Town of Essex, Connecticut, Wednesday, 
April 20, 2022 at 6:55 pm in the Essex 
Town Hall, 29 West Avenue in said Essex. 
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: by setting 


1. To consent and approve an appropria- 
Ses ano 4/13/22 7188420 


tion in an amount not to exceed $48,900 
from the School Capital Sinking Fund for 
capital projects at the Essex Elementary 
School as recommended and approved 
by the Board of Finance. 
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Norman M. Needleman, First Selectman 
Stacia R. Libby, Selectman 

Bruce M. Glowac, Selectman 
4/13/2022 7187815 
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favorite 
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You can vote in more than 200 categories. 
May the best businesses win! 


It’s easy to 
start your 
online access! 


Visit: 


go-activate.com 
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CITY OF MIDDLETOWN. CT 53405 ADULT 55,000 18700 CENTRAL COMMUNICATIONS 51560 MEDICARE 450,000 51950 UNIFORM ALLOWANCE 119,450 51550 FICA 310 
CONNECTICUT ’ 53410 JUVENILE 38,000 51110 SALARIES & WAGES, FT PERM 1,610,348 51575 PENSION - POLICE 2,673,000 51960 UNUSED SICK PAY 40,800 51560 MEDICARE 29,920 
53415 YOUNG ADULT 7,000 51215 SALARIES & WAGES, PT PERM 24,500 51960 UNUSED SICK PAY 75,000 51971 FILL-INS 280,850 51950 UNIFORM ALLOWANCE 6,000 
BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 53420 DATA SERVICES ONLINE 40,000 51355 REPLACEMENT OT- DISPATCHERS © 190,000 51970 UNUSED VACATION PAY 150,000 51980 PAID HOLIDAY 329,520 51960 UNUSED SICK PAY 6,000 
BEGINNING JULY 1. 2022 53425 SUBSCRIPTIONS 67,400 51440 SHIFT DIFFERENTIAL 15,000 TOT, 18943371 02110 GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE 22,401 51970 UNUSED VACATION PAY 4,000 
EXPENDITURES 54110 TELEPHONE 22,000 51930 PROF DEVELOP/TRAINING 7,500 sstzz2zz= 52125 INTERDEPARTMENTAL SERVICES 50,000 5914 GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE 402.400 
54170 WATER 9,000 51980 PAID HOLIDAY 98,000 52175 REFUNDS 20,000 
29000 INSURANCE - BONDS 52125 INTERDEPARTMENTAL SERVICES 280,000 
01000 MAYOR 55190 EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 880 52110 GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE 4,000.” icin WORKERS COMP 1474131 92230 PROP/CASUALTY INSURANCE 45,000 so47e peryNNS i 
51110 SALARIES & WAGES, FT PERM 450,361 99200 OUTSIDE TECHNICAL SERVICES 890 53005 GENLAGENCY SUPPLIES & EQUIPME 400° opaq PROPICASIIAITY INSIIRANCE 781.074 93100 GENERAL SPECIALIZED EQUIPMENT 59,200 gna) ppnpancuinrry WCRANCE ee 
51215 SALARIES & WAGES, PT PERM 41,697 99436 OFFICE EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE 32,840 —-§3210 CHEMICALS & CLEANING SUPPLIES 4,200 ------2--- 53235 BUILDING MATERIALS S00 aaa a 
52110 GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE (age SSS NENEA MIEN ANUe __..24,160 53235 BUILDING MATERIALS 150 TOTAL —_2.255,205 53980 REPAIRS/MANTENANCE TO BULDIN 48,500 Fs 
53459 PUBLIC ARTS 2.425 TOTAL 3,262,070 ~--53285 COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT oo t~<“t~Cs~s~™~SC 53510 GENERAL VEHICLE SERVICES 120,000 
53460 KIDS ARTS 015.500 sszzszzzz= 53520 REPAIRS/MAINTENANCE TO VEHICLE 900 31000 HEALTH 53530 TIRES 11,000 98255 OPERATING EXPENSES $9,000 
53510 GENERAL VEHICLE SERVICES 1 09000 REGISTRAR OF VOTERS 54110 TELEPHONE 300 517110 SALARIES & WAGES, FT PERM 838,958 53540 GASOLINE 14000; SSSI oom 
55185 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES 40,000 51215 SALARIES & WAGES, PT PERM 166,301 90185 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES 567,250 91340 OVERTIME 8,670 54130 NATURAL GAS 11,000 54110 TELEPHONE 15,000 
55435 COPIER EXPENSES 1,300 52110 GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE 54,900 TOTAL 2.526643 «O10 GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE 25,125 54150 FUEL OIL 14,000 94130 NATURAL GAS 20,000 
55450 SOCIAL SERVICES 215,000 55500 VOTING MACHINE EXPENSES 25,251 srznzsszss see aa eats ; a 54160 DIESEL FUEL 20,000 54140 GASOLINE 20,000 
‘ani Per stil 36.743 22000 PUBLIC WORKS sel eo Fal 54200 ELECTRICITY 17,000 54150 FUEL OIL 35,000 
srcrcsesss srrrcrerss 51110 SALARIES & WAGES. FT PERM 5.439.533 Space PONE son 55110 ACCOUNTING AND AUDITING 4,245 54160 DIESEL FUEL 20,000 
02000 TREASURER 10000 TAX ASSESSOR 51220 SALARIES & WAGES, PT TEMP 29,001 — Le °”)6~~CU 480,000 
51220 SALARIES & WAGES, PT TEMP 4,000 51110 SALARIES & WAGES, FT PERM 413,934 51230 SALARIES, PT SEASONAL 65,000 TOTAL ___.389,812 - oF ERMnTEST ek 95175 TEMPORARY SERVICES 2,000 
52110 GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE 383 51215 SALARIES & WAGES, PT PERM 1,750 51310 OVERTIME 6,000 ; 55185 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES 200,000 
TOTAL agg 32110 GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE 11,170 51332 BUILDING OFFICIALS OT 6,385 32000 REC & COMMUNITY SERVICES 97310 FIRE PRINCIPAL 126,640 57020 CONTINGENCY FUND 25,000 
q eeeec383—_ 50130 MILEAGE 1,500 51333 MISCELLANEOUS OVERTIME 41,500 51110 SALARIES & WAGES, FT PERM 928,411 99500 CNR CONTRIBUTION ___ 610,000 57240 WATER INTEREST 286,058 
ence 55110 ACCOUNTING AND AUDITING 10,000 51334 CUSTODIAL OT 5,250 91220 SALARIES & WAGES, PT TEMP 92,701 TOTAL —-13,972,079 + 57320 WATER PRINCIPAL 992,357 
eu 55185 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES 196,388 51336 LANDFILL OVERTIME 20,750 51230 SALARIES, PT SEASONAL 470,400 SS222=5=22 9°49 DEPRECIATION 500,000 
51110 SALARIES & WAGES, FT PERM NO egy eee 51340 OVERTIME 77.701 51340 OVERTIME 185000 neta 
51220 SALARIES & WAGES, PT TEMP 11,275 TOTAL 834,742 ae PAL MER FIELD OT 95.876 52110 GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE 25 876 FUND 2010 TOTAL + —-13,972,079 TOTAL 7,049,791 
52110 GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE 13900 SREREEEEES SE5E525525 ciczezez: 
51360 WINTER/SNOW OVERTIME 139,438 52115 ADVERTISEMENTS 405 
52120 CONFERENCES 7,500 11000 OFFICE OF EQUAL OPP & DIV MNGMT 52130 MILEAGE 405  40000SANITATION nnn nnn 
51950 UNIFORM ALLOWANCE 29,170 FUND SOOOTOTAL 7.049.791 
52175 REFUNDS 10,000 91110 SALARIES & WAGES, FT PERM 194,450 440 GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE 98.475 52155 PRINTING 9.000 51110 SALARIES & WAGES, FT PERM 584,250 Pe aide 
52200 DMV FEES 1 91220 SALARIES & WAGES, PT TEMP 22,907 52155 PRINTING > 066 52165 PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 393 51340 OVERTIME BL 500 
phen irl aa ae ne ADMINISTRATIVE — 53100 GENERAL SPECIALIZED EQUIPMENT 123,246 53100 GENERAL SPECIALIZED EQUIPMENT 23,851 51510 WORKERS COMP 51871 CITY OF MIDDLETOWN REVENUE 
54140 210,000 51530 HEALTH INSURANCE 300,191 
or 50.900 96185 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES 22.084 58220 OIL, GREASE, LUBRICANTS & FLU 30,652 93115 MISC SUPPLIES 34,120 ee iat JULY 1, 2022 - JUNE 30, 2023 
ee eee 53235 BUILDING MATERIALS 22,215 93235 BUILDING MATERIALS 3,000 
54160 DIESEL FUEL 181,500 TOTAL 243,308 53260 TRAFFIC SIGN SUPPLIES & EQUIPM 26,730 53380 REPAIRS/MAINTENANCE TO BUILDIN 14,390 51560 MEDICARE 6,400 1000 GENERAL FUND 
99105 BANKING SERVICES 35,000 12000 COMMON COUNCIL 53302 UNIMPROVED ROAD MAINTENANCE 58,115 54120 CELL PHONE 4,145 51960 UNUSED SICK PAY 1,200 LICENSES & PERMITS 604,735 
99115 LOCKBOX SERVICES 3,800 51110 SALARIES & WAGES, FT PERM 99,413 53320 PEST CONTROL 6,006 55185 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES 435,978 52110 GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE 6,092 | NTERGOVERNMENTAL REVENUE 20,568,498 
59185 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES 7 __ 39,480 51220 SALARIES & WAGES, PT TEMP 100,800 53340 TOWING 4,050 55415 BUSING _ 85,1 53 52125 INTERDEPARTMENTAL SERVICES 77,915 CHARGES FOR SERVICES 4,318,346 
TOTAL 3,380,899 «(92110 GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE 6,351 53380 REPAIRS/MAINTENANCE TO BUILDIN 180,356 TOTAL 2.102158 (CZ REFUNDS 9,600 |NTERGOVERNMENTAL EDUCATION 17,232,386 
sstezscss= 93350 VIDEO 3,275 53510 GENERAL VEHICLE SERVICES 390,000 Se ob distal hadi $2616 MISCELLANEOUS 4,035,470 
03500 COMPUTERS/TELECOMMUNICATIONS 99185 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES ____ 30,000 53520 REPAIRS/MAINTENANCE TO VEHICLE © 16,605 3999 EDUCATION 531 ' se er He TRANSFERS 2,240,886 
51110 SALARIES & WAGES, FT PERM 870,298 TOTAL 959,839 53530 TIRES 20,000 57010 EDUCATION CONTRIBUTION 92,149,489 2 ae ' (680 FUND BALANCE 4,200,000 
51215 SALARIES & WAGES, PT PERM 1 ssszzzzz2z 54120 CELL PHONE 86720 ae tan 93530 8000 wenn ene 
51340 OVERTIME 1 14000 LAND USE 55185 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES 581,404 HOTA ete Se GPSOTINE 3,600 FUND TOTAL —_ 185,243,858 
51370 STIPEND OVERTIME 7,800 51110 SALARIES & WAGES, FT PERM 359,478 55401 MAINT SERVICES 56,200 94120 CELL PHONE Pe EE 
52110 GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE 1,250 51220 SALARIES & WAGES, PT TEMP 1 55410 WASTE REMOVAL 30,000 95100 CAPITAL EXPENSE 94160 DIESEL FUEL 40,000 TAX RATE: MILLS 35.7 
53310 REPAIRS/MAINTENANCE TO EQUIPME 8000 51340 OVERTIME { 55436 OFFICE EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE 1,620 ~=—»-99900 CNR CONTRIBUTION __1,900,000 55110 ACCOUNTING AND AUDITING 3,800 GRAND LIST: TAXABLE PROPERTY AS OF 
53510 GENERAL VEHICLE SERVICES 2,000 52110 GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE 10,000 55471 SNOWPLOWING PRIVATE CONTRACTOR 15,000 TOTAL — 1,500,000 «(D8 188 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES 95,180 October 01, 2021 3,652,007,121 
54120 CELL PHONE 11,000 53350 VIDEO 4500 55472 EVICTIONS 10,530 peszczcsz= 90410 WASTE REMOVAL 656,226 “niche 
55180 CONSULTANT SERVICES 87,500 54120 CELL PHONE 550 55475 TREE SERVICE 230,863 35500 RESERVE FOR SALARIES 96220 TRUCK RENT/LEASE 9,400 
55220 NETWORK ACCESS 231,580 55185 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES 700 55719 CODE ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES 10,000 54420 SALARY RESERVE 1,262,000 99010 DEPRECIATION 400,000 9010 FIRE 
55345 GIS RELATED EXPENSES WU i ee ge TOTAL 2,393,680 TAXES 11,923,282 
TOTAL 375,230 TOTAL —-8,276,554 393, 
55360 WEB SITE 14,500 Seeeceeete oe is _nenem sS55555555 INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVENUE 2,020,796 
a ea oind i 18000 POLICE 25500 OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 38000 CITY INTEREST FUND 2020 TOTAL 2.303.680 ~—~«CMISCELLANEOUS 28,000 
Seer ana 5g5.7q) -« TIOSALARIES & WAGES, FT?PERM 11,061,555 51215 SALARIES & WAGES, PT PERM 30,888 57910 EDUC/CITY INTEREST 3,885,155 sevtcsecs: © FUNDBALANCE 1 
___ Doser 51215 SALARIES & WAGES, PT PERM 179,073 51510 WORKERS COMP 3,843 TOTAL 3.884.154 65000 SEWER FUND TOTAL 13,972,079 
TOTAL 2,654,990 51220 SALARIES & WAGES, PT TEMP 1 51950 UNIFORM ALLOWANCE 3,445 cczzzzzzz= 51110 SALARIES & WAGES, FT PERM 1,550,544 secessscs 
ee ian 51340 OVERTIME 904,237 52110 GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE 3,000 51220 SALARIES & WAGES. PT TEMP 5.000 
04000 TOWN CLERK 51357 REPLACEMENT OT 856,962 53005 GENLAGENCY SUPPLIES & EUPME 1,750. SHOOUUIINDTE) vooirse3 51340 OVERTIME 90,000 Geapigr cen. 
51110 SALARIES & WAGES, FT PERM 301,858 51358 PRIVATE DUTY OVERTIME 1,000,000 53235 BUILDING MATERIALS 2,000 Ee oni’ 51370 STIPEND OVERTIME 50,000 = 
51220 SALARIES & WAGES, PT TEMP 4,000 51365 SPECIAL EVENT OVERTIME 62,221 53285 COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT 1,000 TOTAL 12,017,563 5 454 WORKERS COMP 21.517 REVENUE 
52110 GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE 9,850 51395 COURT APPEARANCES 8,037 53380 REPAIRS/MAINTENANCE TO BUILDIN 18,000 aeeaeametre 51530 HEALTH INSURANCE 850,613 9990 SANITATION 
52195 ELECTIONS 13,000 91910 PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 54,800 53510 GENERAL VEHICLE SERVICES 3,295 39000 EDUC INTEREST 51550 FICA 310 CHARGES FOR SERVICES acne 
55185 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES 35,000 -—-91930 PROF DEVELOP/TRAINING 122,509 54110 TELEPHONE 1,800 57210 EDUC/CITY INTEREST 1,833,685 51560 MEDICARE 29.500 ts 
sakes 51950 UNIFORM ALLOWANCE 191,401 aetna MISCELLANEOUS 37,786 
TOTAL 363.708 94130 NATURAL GAS 6,000 TOTAL «1.833.685 51950 UNIFORM ALLOWANCE 5000: ainnaanee nee 
cezceties. 51980 PAID HOLIDAY 631,430 54160 DIESEL FUEL 5,000 szzzs2z== 51960 UNUSED SICK PAY so C ___ 85848 
nee 29,190 55185 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES 12,900 51970 UNUSED VACATION PAY 4,000 FUNDTOTAL 2,393,680 
05000 OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL 59150 POSTAGE 7039 39400 EDUC DEBT 
51110 SALARIES & WAGES, FT PERM 1,109,945 5310 SPECIALIZED UNITSUPPLIES&EQ «75174 =i“‘(<té‘<‘éS*S*:*C:CSCWS”SC eee 57305 CITY/EDUC PRINCIPAL 3,935,150 ; 
52110 GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE 39,490 53115 MISC SUPPLIES 4.780 TOTAL 94,021 TOTAL "3.095 150 52125 INTERDEPARTMENTAL SERVICES 32,000 REVENUE 
52115 ADVERTISEMENTS 1,500 53140 LETHAL & LESS LETHALEQUIP&S 109,000 cael ee. See 10,000 5050 SEWER 
52155 PRINTING 1,000 53170 VACCINATIONS 1504 26500 HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 52230 PROP/CASUALTY INSURANCE 95,596 
60600 FIRE ALARMS CHARGES FOR SERVICES 11,256,701 
52165 PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 2,520 53960 VETERINARIAN 17.500 55185 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES 24000; nen Anis e WAG CREM 173.556 03185 SAFETY SUPPLIES AL Mane ane a ain 
53150 REFERENCE RESOURCES 195 53380 REPAIRS/MAINTENANCE TO BUILDIN 83,300 59200 GRANT ___A6E ACT 51340 OVERTIME | ee aie 1.718.000 
94120 CELL PHONE 600 53510 GENERAL VEHICLE SERVICES 130,991 TOTAL 488,427 51371 STIPENDS Oo: 2 a sda ee 
55100 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 20,720 53520 REPAIRS/MAINTENANCE TO VEHICLE 450 SE=2222255 57409 COMPSNTRYTIMEREDUCTION-FIRE 1.545 SC REPAIRS/MAINTENANCE TO VEHICLE 70,000 FUND TOTAL 13,024,701 
59130 COURT COSTS 4,395 53530 TIRES 19.401 53040 GASOLINE 15,000 zizszsisc: 
; 27000 SPECIAL ACCOUNTS 51950 UNIFORM ALLOWANCE 1,500 
55135 ARBITRATION SERVICES 18,500 54110 TELEPHONE 12.037 94110 TELEPHONE 20,000 
52110 GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE 25,493 52110 GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE 300 REVENUE 
55185 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES 7,500 54120 CELL PHONE 98 501 54130 NATURAL GAS 15,000 
52136 LOCAL EMERGENCY PLAN Il 1,215 53100 GENERAL SPECIALIZED EQUIPMENT 10,250 5000 WATER 
55480 TESTING SERVICES AND MATERIALS == 29,070 55185 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES 736.019 54150 FUEL OIL 9,000 
is 52150 POSTAGE 80,000 53510 GENERAL VEHICLE SERVICES 5,900 
55440 COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT MAINTE 8.775 54160 DIESEL FUEL 15,000 CHARGES FOR SERVICES 5,623,791 
TOTAL —-1,235,435 52165 PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 74,390 53540 GASOLINE 3,850 
szszzszzzz 595810 GENERAL TECH. MAINT.ANDIMPRO —80,225 94200 ELECTRICITY 450,000 MISCELLANEOUS 226,000 
54110 TELEPHONE 124,000 54120 CELL PHONE 1,000 
56115 DOG POUND RENT/LEASE 25,000  ccaanaceniNRARMATINTING® === onda tt“ ti(‘é‘é tt! 99175 TEMPORARY SERVICES 4,000 FUND BALANCE 1,200,000 
06000 YOUTH SERVICES ac PiG | 55110 ACCOUNTING AND AUDITING 29,100 TOTAL Dn O8| 5EVHE GONTRACTIA. SERVICES ou | eee 
51110 SALARIES & WAGES, FT PERM a34gg5 «OV TTO CLAIMS PAID 55182 ACTUARIAL SERVICES 25,000 SSSEEEEE== EAT WACTE REMOVAL 4.598.095 FUNDTOTAL —7,049,791 
51215 SALARIES & WAGES, PT PERM 37,965 TOTAL 16,061,264 55185 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES 307,171 Se FOIINCICCEIND pe eee eee 
51220 SALARIES & WAGES, PT TEMP 6000 |. eS REPRE TE 55400 OTHER SERVICES 358,100 FUND 1000 TOTAL 185,243,858 57230 SEWER INTEREST 1,317,375 REVENUE 
52110 GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE 5,074 — 18500 ECONOMIC & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 55435 COPIER EXPENSES 15,150 ====:72222 57945 CEWER PRINCIPAL 9.995.791 
55375 OUTSIDE SERVICES 4,432 51110 SALARIES & WAGES, FT PERM 688,497 55485 FILE AND RECORD STORAGE 6,200 avnn cine aed aEMEEGAIOH eae A PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD ON ALL THE ABOVE 
TOTAL bay 45g 31215 SALARIES & WAGES, PT PERM 52,717 55863 MUSIC LICENSES 00 oe ane eeer  euaua ------1--- _ BUDGETS BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
weecetez= 51340 OVERTIME 1,000 56100 BUILDINGS 27,050 rain vere Sa ah TOTAL 13,024,701 MIDDLETOWN, CT, April 19, 2022 AT 6:00 PM. Council 
sNUORISELL LRAT 51950 UNIFORM ALLOWANCE 1,000 57020 CONTINGENCY FUND 10,000 ear enRENDS mad ==5=55=2=2 Chamber, Municipal Building and remotely WebEx.com 
51110 SMARIES & WAGES, FT PERI re a oe ADMINISTRATIVE ed 57030 MISC EXPENSE 305,800 51499 COMPSNTRY TIME REDUCTION-FIRE 127.535 FUND 2050 TOTAL 13,024,701 Event #2347 635 1129; Password: Middletown 
51215 SALARIES & WAGES, PT PERM 0) tae Bia TOTAL 1.400569 51510 WORKERS COMP 166-563 sszsszssez Or Dial 408-418-9386 Access Code: 2347 635 1129 
51340 OVERTIME TO; eae ai iy Cac Seal SSE52=25=2 54530 HEALTH INSURANCE 3,244,665 60000 WATER APPROVED: 
51345 SUNDAY OPENING OT 34,000 4490 CELL PHONE 1909 28000 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS 51550 FICA 250 51110 SALARIES & WAGES, FT PERM 2,063,452 BENJAMIN D. FLORSHEIM 
52110 GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE 40,000 eva CONTRACTUAL SERVICES 311.542 91420 LONGEVITY 65,000 51560 MEDICARE 99,000 51340 OVERTIME 185,000 MAYOR 
53123 AUDIO VISUAL MATERIALS 21,000 51520 UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE 65,000 51570 RETIREMENT 1,535,000 51370 STIPEND OVERTIME 50,000 ATTEST: 
53150 REFERENCE RESOURCES 40,000 TOTAL 7.361777 91930 HEALTH INSURANCE 15,320,371 51915 INCENTIVE PAY - COLLEGE 45,000 51510 WORKERS COMP 53,216 ASHLEY FLYNN-NATALE 
53380 REPAIRS/MAINTENANCE TO BUILDIN 111,572 sczzszzzzz 51550 FICA 145,000 51930 PROF DEVELOP/TRAINING 92,500 51530 HEALTH INSURANCE 1,179,368 CITY AND TOWN CLERK 
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ELEANOR DAVIS/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


The right way to 


By Jenny Anderson 
The New York Times 


hen Hunter, 

6, started first 

grade last 

autumn, he 
struggled to match letter 
sounds with the shape of 
letters on paper. He found 
writing letters hard and writ- 
ing words even harder. “It felt 
bad,” he said recently. 

But Hunter also knows 
how to articulate what is 
happening when things get 
frustrating. “Your brain grows 
at the bottom,” he said. It’s 
a phrase that refers to the 
bottom of the learning pit, 
an imaginary place where 
students in Hunter’s class in 
Illinois have been taught to 
go when something they are 
learning gets difficult. Hunter 
also knows what he needs 
to get out of the pit — hard 
work, his friends, his teacher 
— and what it feels like when 
he climbs up and out on the 
other side (“excited”). 

The learning pit as a 
metaphor is one of several 
common educational strat- 
egies that lean into the 
idea that struggle is some- 
thing to be embraced. It 
was conceived in the early 
2000s by James Notting- 
ham when he was a teacher 
in a former mining town in 
northern England. He saw 
that his students, many of 
whom were from low-income 
families and lived in commu- 
nities with high unemploy- 
ment, avoided leaving their 
comfort zones. He wanted 
to encourage his students to 
get comfortable with being a 
little uncomfortable. 


EX-ETIQUETTE 


Using frameworks like the learning pit can help 
children visualize ways to push through by asking 
for help and stepping up the effort 


At amoment when 
students are reeling from two 
years of pandemic learn- 
ing and isolation from their 
peers, the idea of intention- 
ally making young people 
uncomfortable may seem 
misguided. But many educa- 
tors and learning scientists 
say that now, as students look 
to rebuild academic confi- 
dence, is acrucial moment for 
teachers and parents to step 
back when learning gets hard 
and to be explicit that the 
challenge offers rewards. 

“The answer isn’t taking 
away challenge, it’s giving 
more tools to deal with chal- 
lenge,’ said Carol Dweck, 

a professor of psychology 

at Stanford University and 
an expert on constructive 
learning mindsets. Instead of 
saying “kids are too fragile” 
and refraining from offering 
difficult tasks, Dweck said, 
using frameworks like the 
learning pit can help chil- 
dren visualize ways to push 
through by asking for help 
and stepping up the effort. 

“It becomes a way of artic- 
ulating what might in the past 
have been humiliating and 
uncomfortable and discour- 
aging,’ Dweck said. 

The idea that struggle 
is vital to learning is well 
established, she added. John 
Hattie, the director of the 
Melbourne Educational 
Research Institute at the 
University of Melbourne, 


in Australia, spent 15 years 
studying the educational 
factors that most influ- 

ence learning. In 2017, he 
published “10 Mindframes 
for Visible Learning,” which 
identified the factors that 
work best to accelerate learn- 
ing. One is striving for chal- 
lenge and not “just doing your 
best.” 

Teachers in the United 
States and Britain have found 
that the learning-pit meta- 
phor comes with concep- 
tual handles that are easy to 
grasp. A student struggling 
with a math problem can say 
to the teacher, “I am in the pit 
with this” — an easier thing 
for a child to admit than “I 
don’t understand.” Anda 
teacher can prepare students 
to “go into the pit,” asifona 
spelunking adventure. 

“Tt’s such a nice visual for 
them to see what journey 
they were about to take with 
their learning and make it 
less scary,” said Catherine 
Jennings, Hunter’s first-grade 
teacher at Olympia West 
Elementary School in central 
Illinois. 

Nottingham, the founder 
and executive director of the 
Challenging Learning Group, 
an education company, said: 
“My purpose is, instead of 
giving them clarity, it’s creat- 
ing confusion, or cognitive 
wobble. Like when you are 
learning to ride a bike and 
it wobbles — I am trying to 


create that mental wobble 
so they have to think about it 
more.” 

Not stretching students — 
because there isn’t time for 
the kinds of conversations 
that make learning interest- 
ing and, at times, tricky — can 
be consequential, especially 
for marginalized students. 
Lacey Robinson, presi- 
dent and chief executive of 
UnboundED, an organiza- 
tion that designs learning to 
be rigorous and meaningful, 
said educators sometimes did 
not have the content knowl- 
edge and training to help fill 
in gaps, and too often had 
low expectations for Black 
and brown students. This can 
cause those students to lose 
interest in learning; they get 
relegated to lower-level mate- 
rial and fall further behind. 

“We often find that educa- 
tors use what I call this really 
illogical model of putting 
students in a grade level 
below,” Robinson said, “in the 
hope that they catch up to the 
grade level they’re supposed 
to be in.” 

“Your academic identity 
gets solidified the more you 
work that muscle,” she added. 
“And you work that muscle 
due to the rigor and the 
productive struggle.” 

Some researchers have 
gone beyond encouraging 
struggle to actually design 
for failure. Manu Kapur, 
an educational psychol- 


ogist at ETH Zurich, has 
spent 17 years showing that 
students learn new concepts 
more fully, and retain the 
knowledge longer, when 
they engage in what he calls 
“productive failure” — grap- 
pling with a problem before 
getting instruction on exactly 
how to do it. 

Kapur recently co-wrote 
a meta-analysis analyzing 
53 studies from the past 15 
years that examined which 
teaching strategy was more 
effective: providing direct 
instruction on how to 
complete a problem before 
practicing it, or providing 
well-designed questions 
to provoke thinking on a 
concept before introduc- 
ing knowledge about how to 
tackle it. 

The first strategy is widely 
accepted; teachers have little 
time to spare, and it is easier 
to tell students what to do and 
then have them practice. The 
latter method seems wildly 
inefficient: Why let students 
waste time and develop 
wrong ideas when a teacher 
is there to show the “right” 
way? But Kapur found that 
students — in middle school, 
high school and college, from 
North America, Europe and 
Asia — performed better 
when they had to struggle 
first. Problem-solving prac- 
tice before learning a concept 
was significantly more 
effective than the converse 
— learning the concept first 
and then practicing. “We are 
taking the science of human 
cognition and learning,” 
Kapur said, “and designing 
failure-based experiences to 
help kids learn better.” 


Son’s refusal to see depressed mom could be a call for help 


By Jann Blackstone 


Tribune News Service 


Q: My children’s mother 
always struggled with 
depression, but | never saw 
her as bad as she was at 
the height of the pandem- 
ic. She could not get out of 
bed. We share our 15-year- 
old son equally and it got to 
the point that he refused 
to go back to his mother’s 
home. | think his refusal 
made her worse, but he 


said he didn’t know how to 
take care of her, and it was 
just too much for him. Now 
that things have opened 
up and his mother is feeling 
better, he still refuses to 
return. Should | make him? 
What’s good ex-etiquette? 
A: Thank you for your 
question. The pandemic 
affected us all, but partic- 
ularly those of us who 
struggle with depression. 
Should you make your son 
return? I’m not sure. But I 


can offer you some general 
advice from the informa- 
tion you have included in 
your email. 

When working with 
kids whose parents have 
a mental health diagno- 
sis, there is a common 
thread of uncertainty. Ifa 
parent remains untreated, 
the child is in a constant 
state of waiting for the 
other shoe to drop. I hope 
your son is not avoiding 
his mother completely. If 


he is, that’s a huge red flag 
about his own mental state. 
He needs a professional to 
walk him through this — 
and so does his mother. 
Those who are depressed 
often can’t see their way 
out of it. Sometimes people 
improve on her own as 
the situation changes. 
However, if mom couldn’t 
get out of bed, she was right 
in the middle of a severe 
depression and needed 
help. And a 15-year-old 


child does not have the 

emotional wherewithal 

to be responsible for his 

mother’s well-being under 

those circumstances. When 

he was telling you he didn’t 

know how to take care of 

her, he was asking for help. 
The bottom line here is, 

if your son is refusing to 

see his mother, take that 

as mayday call for help. 

He needs the support ofa 

professional to educate him 

and ease his fears. 





If ason is refusing to see his 
mother, take that as mayday 
call for help, writes Dr. Jann 
Blackstone. DREAMSTIME 
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CELEBRITIES 


Underwood, Aldean win big at awards 


From news services 


Carrie Underwood and 
Jason Aldean were the 
big winners, the Judds 
reunited, and Kelsea 
Ballerini turned a tough 
break into a one-woman 
house party at Monday’s 
CMT Music Awards. 

Underwood and Aldean 
won video of the year and 
collaborative video of the 
year for their duet “If I 
Didn’t Love You” on the 
show that uses fan votes to 
honor the best in country 
music videos. 

“This one’s all about the 
fans man,” Underwood 
said as she accepted the 
belt-buckle CMT trophy 
for video of the year, a 
record 25th win for her. 

“I’m pretty sure I picked 
the perfect partner for this 
song,” Aldean said. 

The Judds took the stage 
for the duo’s first major 
awards show performance 
in over two decades, with 
Naomi, 76, and her daugh- 
ter Wynonna, 57, singing 
their signature 1990 classic 
“Love Can Build a Bridge.” 

The show made the 
best of the last-minute 
absence of co-host Baller- 
ini, who tested positive 
for COVID-19 a few days 
earlier. 

Her co-host, actor 
Anthony Mackie, took the 
stage alone at the start of 
the live CBS telecast and 
introduced a “backup KB,” 
Kane Brown, to help with 
hosting duties. Brown was 
also the night’s most nomi- 
nated artist but came up 
empty. 

Ballerini appeared on 
a big screen from home, 
decked out in a full 
awards-show dress in her 
living room. “This is my 
normal Monday night, in 
full glam, with lighting I 
set up myself, and a remote 
truck outside,” Ballerini 
said. “I would so much 
rather be there with you, 
but I will be popping in all 
night long.” 

Miranda Lambert won 
her eighth CMT award, for 
female video of the year, 


mere 


| 
| 


Jason Aldean and Carrie Underwood accept a trophy at the 





CMT Music Awards on Monday. MARK HUMPHREY/AP 


for “IfI Was a Cowboy.” 
Cody Johnson won male 
video of the year for “’Til 
You Can’t,” and Maddie 

& Tae won best group or 
duo video for “Woman 
You Got.” At age 69, 
George Strait won his first 
CMT award, taking CMT 
performance of the year 
for “Is Anybody Goin’ to 
San Antone?” from “CMT 
Giants: Charley Pride.” 


Spears shares pregnancy 
news: Britney Spears, 

less than five months 

after her conservatorship 
ended, confused some fans 
Monday when she posted 
on Instagram that she’s 
pregnant and apparently 
married. 

“T lost so much weight 
to go on my Maui trip only 
to gain it back,” the pop 
star wrote in part Monday. 
“T thought ‘Geez ... what 
happened to my stom- 
ach???’ My husband said 
‘No you’re food pregnant 


silly!!! So I got a pregnancy 


test ... and uhhhhh well... I 
am having a baby.” 

Spears, 40, didn’t name 
partner Sam Asghari as the 
“husband.” 

Asghari, 28, added an 
Instagram post of his own 
accompanied by a painting 
ofa lion family with three 
members. 

“Marriage and kids are 


a natural part of a strong 
relationship filled with 
love and respect. Father- 
hood is something i have 
always looked forward to 
and i don’t take lightly,’ he 
wrote. 


Maddow returns to 
MSNBC: MSNBC’s Rachel 
Maddow returned to the 
air Monday with some bad 
news for her fans: Start- 
ing next month, she will 
be doing her prime-time 
show only once a week. 

After working her 
customary five nights a 
week for the rest of April, 
Maddow said, she will 
work on Monday nights 
only starting in May. The 
network said it will rotate 
guest hosts the other four 
weeknights on a show 
called “MSNBC Prime.” 

Maddow had been on 
hiatus for the past two 
months. 


April 13 birthdays: Actor 
Paul Sorvino is 83. Singer 
Lester Chambers is 82. 
Actor Tony Dow is 77. 
Musician Al Green is 76. 
Actor Ron Perlman is 72. 
Singer Peabo Bryson is 71. 
Actor Caroline Rhea is 58. 
Actor Ricky Schroder is 
52. Actor Bokeem Wood- 
bine is 49. Rapper Ty Dolla 
$ign is 40. Actor Allison 
Williams is 34. 
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Co-worker wonders about disclosing raises 


Dear Amy: I’ve become 
good friends witha 
co-worker who started at 
the same job I did over 12 
years ago. 

I’ve received raises, 
including two after I 
changed departments. 

In a recent conversa- 
tion with my co-worker, 
they disclosed that they 
have not had one raise 
in all their time with the 
company. 

When I was given my 
raises, I was always told it 
was confidential, and I’ve 
kept it quiet. My friend has 
asked several times and 
has been told that no raises 
are being given. 

They have a good track 
record with the company 
and have done well in 
meeting their goals. 

Should I say something 
to the co-worker about my 
pay increases? 

My friend is thinking of 
looking for a new job. 

— Feeling Guilty 


Dear Feeling Guilty: This 

is from NLRB.gov: “Under 
the National Labor Rela- 
tions Act (NLRA or the 
Act), employees have the 
right to communicate 
with other employees at 
their workplace about 
their wages. Wages are a 
vital term and condition of 
employment, and discus- 
sions of wages are often 
preliminary to organizing 
or other actions for mutual 
aid or protection.” 

Further, they write: 
“When you and another 
employee have a conver- 
sation or communication 
about your pay, it is unlaw- 
ful for your employer to 
punish or retaliate against 
you in any way for having 
that conversation.” 

Employers tell employ- 
ees to keep their salaries 
confidential because it is in 


ASK AMY 


By Amy Dickinson 


the employer’s best inter- 
ests for their employees to 
be kept in the dark about 
co-workers’ compensation. 
Review your compa- 
ny’s official policies and 
any employment agree- 
ment you may have signed. 
Unless you agreed in writ- 
ing to keep your own salary 
confidential, then you 
should be free to exercise 
your right to disclose it. 
And yes — your friend 
should get another job. 


Dear Amy: The letter from 
“Mourning” about the 
emotions surrounding 
keeping pets alive when 
they are suffering really 
got me. 

My friend has the same 
problem with her old and 
blind spaniel. 

I had to make the deci- 
sion with my own 17-year- 
old pet, but took the vet’s 
advice that quality of life 
was gone and had to think 
of the animal, not me. 

My friend knows what 
she should do, but she 
can’t. Is there anything you 
can say to ease the choice? 

— Sad 


Dear Sad: Some vets offer 
“hospice” or end-of-life 
palliative care for animals. 
You might do some 
research and see if there is 
a vet in your area who will 
examine her pup. 

This is from ASPCA. 
org: “Pet hospice is not 
a place, but a personal 
choice and philosophy 
based on the principle that 
death is a part of life and 
can be dignified. When 
considering hospice care, 
pet parents should be very 
careful not to prolong the 
suffering of pets who are in 
pain or experiencing poor 
quality of life.” 

I went through this with 
my 20-year-old tabby cat. 


HOROSCOPES 


Tarot.com 


Aries (March 21-April19): 
Opportunities to improve 
must come from within. 
Looking for approval from 
others may end in disap- 
pointment, and trying to 
deny this will likely back- 
fire. Make sure you aren’t 
following the crowd away 
from who you are. 


Taurus (April 20-May 20): 
Unconscious hurts can 
rise to the surface. You 
could have an emotional 
outburst without properly 
channeling your emotions, 
leading to embarrassment 
and confusion. Even if 
friends try to comfort you, 
you may turn them away. 
Try to release any intense 
feelings through journal- 
ing before they boil over. 


Gemini (May 21-June 20): 
An introspective attitude 
can reveal your best path 
to friendship. You may be 
dealing with loneliness, 
whether you’re on your 
own or surrounded by 
people. Instead of trying 
to force someone to listen, 
look inside and envision 
what your perfect friend 
group would look like. 


Cancer (June 21-July 22): 
The call to take charge 
may come for you. You 
might normally shy away 
from leadership because 
people in your life could 
have described you as an 
emotional decision-maker. 
Contrary to their thoughts, 
your empathy can help you 
act as the best leader for 


this job! 


TODAY IN 
HISTORY 


Associated Press 


On April 13, 1953, “Casino 
Royale,” Ian Fleming’s first 
James Bond novel, was 
published in London. 


In1964, Sidney Poitier 
became the first Black 
performer in a leading role 


Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): Your 
philosophies may not be 
quite as solid as you once 
thought. You’re being 
encouraged to look inward 
and ask yourself what you 
truly believe. Although you 
may feel lost, trust in your 
ability to tell right from 
wrong and show people 
the kindness that you 
would want to receive. 


Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): A 
debt could loom over your 
day. Someone might have 
given you something you 
desperately needed at the 
time, and now they want 

a return on their loan. You 
may not feel equipped to 
give them back what they 
gave you, but you also don’t 
want to let them down. 
Give yourself some grace, 
and do what you can. 


Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Choosing a different 
companion can improve 
your energy. They may 
routinely criticize you or 
try to prevent you from 
speaking up. Although 
you may struggle with 
confrontation, you should 
set boundaries in order to 
create the environment 
you need. 


Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
A personal mindset may no 
longer be benefiting you. 

A long-held habit could 
actually be holding you 
back! Routinely being crit- 
ical, whether to yourself or 
others, can make you feel 
more in control, but you 
lose strength in other vital 
areas. You don’t have to be 
afraid of vulnerability! 


to win an Academy Award 
for his performance in 
“Lilies of the Field.” 


In1970, Apollo 13, four- 
fifths of the way to the 
moon, was crippled when 
a tank containing liquid 
oxygen burst. 


In1997, Tiger Woods 
became the youngest 
person to win the Masters 
Tournament and the first 
player of partly African 


askamy@amydickinson.com Twitter@askingamy 






I chose to have him 
euthanized, and my buddy 
died at home with me 
petting him and thanking 
him for gracing my life. 

As with any life event 
that is absolutely guaran- 
teed to also be heartbreak- 
ing — this is easier to face 
with a friend’s support. 

You can ask if she would 
like you to go with her 
when she is ready to go 
through this process. 


Dear Amy: “Sad Mad 
Daughter,” who was now 
caring for her abusive and 
elderly mother, could be 
me. 

The thing that is hardest 
to take is looking at your 
vulnerable, lonely, isolated, 
helpless elderly parent and 
realizing they were look- 
ing at a vulnerable, lonely, 
isolated, helpless child and 
could actually emotionally 
and physically abuse that 
child! 

I know my mother didn’t 
ask for her mental disor- 
der. She is in a nursing 
home near me; I visit a few 
times a week and make 
sure she has everything 
she needs. 

She has taken so much 
from me, gosh darn it, she 
will not dictate the kind of 
attentive daughter I want 
to be, and get to be, to an 
elderly parent. 

I — not her — get to 
control how I want to be, 
and it’s a great feeling. 

— Kathy, in Virginia 


Dear Kathy: This is next- 
level wisdom, earned the 
hardest way possible. I 
think your perspective 
could help a lot of people. 


Copyright 2022 by Amy 
Dickinson 


Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 


Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Work and home could 
be out of balance. Your 
family and friends could be 
concerned that they don’t 
see you, while your job 

is complaining you don’t 
work enough. This isn’t 
meant to stress you out, but 
to alert you to the imbal- 
ance so that you’re able to 
make a difference today. 


Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): A dramatic change 
could be in order. Words 
from someone that you 
respect can hurt you, but 
what they’re saying is a 
wake-up call. This is an 
opportunity, not an insult! 
Let the feelings that may 
come in response to their 
constructive criticism 
motivate you rather than 
drag you down. 


Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
You might be tired of look- 
ing at the same four walls 
but want to hang on to 
their security. It’s OK to be 
attached to your home, but 
spending too much time in 
one place can create stag- 
nation. You’ve likely been 
hearing the cosmos telling 
you to get out, and it’s time 
to honor this. 


Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Someone could knock your 
confidence by presenting 
you with a version of your- 
self that they’ve idealized. 
Even if they’re doing this 
to help you, it’s OK to let 
them know that this isn’t a 
positive influence. As eager 
as you may be to please, 
their version of you will 
not become your reality. 


heritage to claim a major 
golf title. 


In 2009, music producer 
Phil Spector was found 
guilty by a Los Angeles jury 
of second-degree murder 
in the shooting of actor 
Lana Clarkson. 


In 2016, the Golden State 
Warriors became the 
NBA’s first 73-win team by 
beating the Memphis Griz- 
zlies 125-104. 
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Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
VAS iL by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek 





clubhouse, 
green, etc.? 


©2016 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 
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THE GOLF COURSE WAS 
FOR SALE. THE OWNER 
WANTED TO SELL THE -—— 





Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as 
suggested by the above cartoon. 
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Peanuts By Charles M. Schulz Dilbert By Scott Adams 


OU STUPID 
EAGLE: 
(C Ce 










4] 40U BROKE UP MY ROMANCE 
BEFORE IT EVEN GOT STARTED! 


WHY CAN'T YOU DOGS 
HELP PEOPLE INSTEAD OF 
-| BEING SUCH A NUISANCE 2! 


kira. 


@ 


WELL, THERES THIS LITTLE 
MATTER OF NOT BEING 
ALLOWED TO VOTE, SEE... 


I WAS PLANNING 
TO ASK A QUESTION, DO YOU) ONLY TO 
BUT YOUR LIFELESS, SPEAK? =COMPLAIN. 
CORPORATE—ZOMBIE 
EYES TELL ME IT 
WOULD BE A WASTE 
OF TIME. 









DO YOU HAVE A 
MINUTE? 


@SCOTTADAMSSAYS 


yj 
Bi 
L 
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©1975 Peanuts Worldwide LLC, Dist. by Andrews 
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“ITS CLEAR THAT THOSE 
WHO TEASE HER DREAD... 
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’ FIRE UP, GREGG, 

YOUR FIRST 

VARSITY START! 
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GOING OVER THE (1 CAN’T SEE THE 
LINEUPS AND THE - | SIGNS FROM 
ROTATION. GONZO iy 
PITCHES THE 
OPENER, THEN 


GREGG AND 


PANCAKE BATTER IS 
TECHNICALLY A LIQUID WHAT COULD THIS PERSON 
POSSIBLY REPORT YOu 
0) \ ) ) | VA FOR, TOBY? 
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I'M TRYING AN 
ALL-LIQUID DIET 


. TO REPORT ME 


e) i Z TO SCHOOL 
y} =| MANAGEMENT! , 
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Rex Morgan, M.D. By Terry Beatty 


SERIOUSLY, |[ I KEEP THE STREETS 
DUDE. WHATS | OF THIS CITY SAFE 
YOUR DEAL? 
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THERAPY IS VERY EXPENSIVE, DOC. 
IS THERE AN ALTERNATIVE? 


ABSOLUTELY. 
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IT JUST MEANS PUT HOW T your SHOW IS THE NUMBER ONE 
REWARD OR ‘ CAN EATING ~~ = SERIES ON PLUS+. TRUE, THAT BUT ISN'T 


A = PUNISHMENT? CARROTS THE STORY 
"CARROT AND STICK i DEPENDING POSSIBLY BE 


APPROACH’? | ON BEHAVIOR. : A REWARD?! 


STREAMER ONLY HAS THREE NEW 
SHOWS, BUT YOUR SHOW |S BEING 
DISCUSSED EVERYWHERE. THEY 

WANT A SECOND SEASON!! 






WAIT--_I CAN SEE 
HOW GETTING HIT 
WITH A STICK WOULD 
BE PUNISHMENT... 





BUT APRIL'S HAS A WHOLE OTHER 
PLOTLINE NO ONE KNOWS ABOUT—YET! 
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"CAN \ YEAH. BUT YoU SHOULD |: AND You SHOULD KNOW 
I | KNOW THERE Witt BE | TIPS’ 1S ‘SPIT’ SPELLED FATHER AND SON NO LONGER 
NO TIP BECAUSE YOU |: BACKWARD. WATCH TV TOGETHER... 
TOOK TWENTY MINUTES: |: 





TO GET OVER HERE. 
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NO... BUT GOUR WIFE 
EVENTUAL MAKES 
COU SEM THEM! 


WAIT! ZL ACTUALLY 
| GET MARRIED AND 
HAVE... POU KNOIN,,.2 
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DOES M¢? MOM THROW 
AWA 


LET’S CONTINUE 
OUR WATERFOWL 
IDENTIFICATION, EARL. 


BELIEVE 
THAT’S A 
SILLY 
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THESE OFF-GRID ELECTRIC 
CHARGERS ARE ACE! 
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WELL, KENNY, AND SO IS "el | FOR A TIME IN THE YEAR ZOZO, 
THIS CITY 1S NEW- Tei RLS iW {EVERYONE WILL LOOK LIKE YOU 
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So, WITH YOUR 


WAIT , THOUGH, 
NEW PRODUCTION 


IT’S Not JUST 
Movies, 1°M 
PLANNING A 
WHOLE BOOK 
MODIFICATION 
DEPARTMENT HARPER LEE 
AS WELL! IN... TO ANNoy 
A MOCKINGBIRD. 
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SALESMAN 


TO THE PRINTER'S 
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1 BLAME MY DOWNFALL ON 
A SIMPLE TWIST OF FATE 


LOOKING AT ME TODAY, YOU 
WOULD NEVER KNOW I WAS 
ONCE A CAPTAIN OF INDUSTRY 


YOURE WET F /BuToN THE PLS side, 
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For Better Or For Worse By Lynn Johnston 
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YOU'RE RIGHT! HUMANS 
DO LOVE AFFECTION. 


PLEASE DON’T EAT ME. 
PLEASE DON’T EAT ME! 


©John Hart Studios Inc. All rights reserved 


WHAT ARE 
YOU BUILDING? 


A NEW WEAPON. 
Ori 
THE AGITRON 


HOW DOES 
IT WORK 2 


YOU DROP IT BEHIND 
ENEMY LINES AND IT 
PLAYS AN ENDLESS 

LOOP OF SARGE YELLING 


I CHEW, BUT I 
NEVER SWALLOW. 





DO YOU MINO Ie WE HAVE Y 
OUR DINNER PICNIC- 
STYLE TONIGHT ? 
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KID, 1 AM 
GONNA SHAVE 
YOUR HEAD AND 

LOOK FOR THE 


WOULD YOU | You'd DO 

LIKE ME 10 | 7HAT FOR 
SLIP YOU IN | YOUR DEAK 
ACIGARETIE | OL.DAD, fe 
AND SOME ; SON? 48 


L WOULDN'T MIND BEING 
WW THE HOSPITAL \F 1 
COULD HAVE A CIGARETTE ! 


WELL. YOU CAN FORGET 
THAT, GREG! YOU CANNOT 
SMOKE IN A HOSPITAL! 
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GUESS IT DEPENDS 
WHO You ASK, 
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LUNA, NOULD4OU 
LIKE To SIT AT 
OUR TABLE? 


WE CAN WORK 
WITH THAT. 
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IS HIM. HUNGWEEY WHAT THE I HAVE NO CLUE, 
IS HIM REAWEE, HECK IS SHE BUT JUST GO WITH IT, 
REAWEE HUNGINEE ? SAGING? SINCE SHE’S ABOUT 


TO FEED OU. 
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CROSSWORD 


EDITED BY RICH NORRIS AND JOYCE NICHOLS LEWIS 





Across 51 Messenger __ 7 Wordshortened 35 Little terror 
1 L.A. Rams’ __ 52 Asis fitting to its middle 36 Give credit 
McVay, 53 4I-Across, e.g. letter, in texts where credit 
youngest 55 Cocoa butter 8 “Parks and __” isn’t due 
head coach to confection 9 Devil-may-care 37 Like early 
ss os super 58 Golfer’s 10 Protective childcare 
aie pocketful covering 40 Glossy coats 
S a 59 Sellonthe 11 So inclined? 41 “Scorpion” 
° football ranking aaae 14 Large sea snail oie 
Sys. 60 Series finale: 16 Bug Katharine 
12 Regarding Abbr. 17 Soil-moving 42 More 
ie. Limericks and 61 “__ the ; implement pretentious 
14 Coagulate ramparts ... 22 Jack Ryan 43 Pummels with 
15 Test format 62 Dire Marchtime portrayer before snowballs 
with options 63 Slithery Harrison 45 “Us, too 
iat eraccland swimmers 23 Holy scroll 47 Handled 
19 Using pointe 25 Book after 48 Watch closely 
shoes Down Galatians: 49 Candlemaker’s 
20 Didn’t stick 1 Longtime Agassi Abbr. supply 
around rival 29 Chit 50 Mekong Valley 
21 Dojo move 2 Online GEICO 30 Ancient language 
24 Card game alternative Mesoamerican 54 Musical series 
requirement, 3 Brit’s pond 32 Guy found set at McKinley 
maybe 4 “It wasn’t me” running through High 
26 __-pitch 5 Photo tint the alohabet? 56 City with two 
27 Farm female 6 Persian Gulf 34 Court MLB teams 
28 Roman who ships recitation 57 Possessed 
eel TP ET OT), 
31 Triage 
areas:Abbr. |" | | | mm | | | ee 
33 Bat 
specatty PEE EEE EE 
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answers «| | | Mm LT |] | YT] TT 
answers 
38 Name in 24 25 26 27 
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credits 28 29 130 31 32 
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Suck PTT] | Pp Pee 
successor 
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By Joe Deeney Tribune Content Agency 4/13/22 
BRIDGE 
BY STEVE BECKER 


East dealer. 


NORTH 
4K 105 
¥Q982 
Kk 
&KQOI96 
WEST EAST 
aJ842 4A Q7 
¥63 V5 
437653 4A Q10842 
&52 &A 103 
SOUTH 
4963 
VAKIJI1074 
49 
874 
The bidding: 
Kast South West North 
1¢ 24 Pass 49 
Opening lead — five of diamonds. 
Active defense 


In many deals, the best method of 
defense is to play possum and simply 
wait to collect the tricks declarer must 
inevitably lose. This is called passive 
defense. 

In other deals, it is necessary to be more 
aggressive in order to establish your side’s 
tricks before declarer can establish his. 
These deals require active defense. 

There is no hard-and-fast rule that tells 
you when to adopt one type of defense or 
the other. Each deal has its own particular 
set of circumstances, with the bidding, 
the dummy, the early play and many other 
considerations determining which form of 
defense to adopt. In the final analysis, good 
judgment is the critical factor. 

Assume you're East in today’s deal, 
defending against four hearts. West leads a 
diamond, which you win with the ace. What 
should you return? 


TODAY'S SUDOKU 








Yesterday’s | 


Complete the grid so each 
row, column and 3-by-3 box 
in bold borders) contains 
every digit,1 to 9.Forstrate- [ETVlETRIvlolTInle EIA 
gies on how to solve Sudoku, ea eT TEE HEE 
visit www.sudoku.org.uk 


ANSWER 
PREVIOUS PUZZLE 


If you opt for the passive approach, you 
lead a trump. This does not turn out well 
after declarer wins, draws trump and forces 
out your ace of clubs. He loses only a spade, 
a diamond and a club, and so makes the 
contract. 

But if you lead a spade at trick two — 
either a low one or the ace followed by 
another spade — you beat the contract, 
ultimately scoring two spades, a diamond 
and aclub. 

For this method of defense to succeed, 
declarer must have at least three spades 
and your partner must have the jack, 
which is certainly not an impossibility. If 
he doesn’t have it, you’re fighting a losing 
cause whatever you do, and your active 
defense will have cost you nothing. 

Tomorrow: Duck soup. 
JUMBLE 
BY DAVID HOYT AND JEFF KNUREK 


Unscramble these Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


The scene needs to be someone hopping 
onto this carriage full of musicians. 
It will be for “jump on the bandwagon.” 


CARTOONS EVERY DAY AS LONG 
AS THE CARTOONIST DOESN'T --- 


: 
es 
ad 
ers 
Get the free JUST JUMBLE app - Follow us on Twitter @PlayJumble 





Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as 
suggested by the above cartoon. 
pore: A XX) Co) CO 
here: AAAS) LA CLA AAAS 
(Answers tomorrow) 
Jumbles: YIELD HURRY IGUANA HYPHEN 


Answer: The unemployment rate drops when the number 
of people getting jobs goes — “HIRE” AND “HIRE” 


©2022 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 
All Rights Reserved. 


ANSWER TO PREVIOUS 
CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
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OF CovRse, 
MEN STILL 
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ARMOR, ONLY 
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YT A GIORGIO 


HES ON A QUEST 
To SLAY WALL 
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ow acrisis led a mom to just show up 





Heidi Stevens 
Balancing Act 


I met two friends for 
dinner a few nights ago and 
we immediately dispensed 
with the niceties and got 
down to the real stuff, in the 
way that friends straddling 
both sides of 50 often do. 

Deb and her family have 
endured a tremendously 
painful two years. Her 
oldest daughter struggles 
with anxiety and depres- 
sion and was harming 
herself. The family sought 
and found treatment and, 
as so many of us tend to 
do, kept their pain a secret 
from their community of 
friends. 

Until they didn’t. 

Deb’s daughter decided 
to share her story with her 
peers and even gave a talk 
at her high school about 
it. Deb and her husband 
began to tell close friends 
and neighbors, the families 
with whom they’d spent 
their lives — nanny shares, 
play dates, holiday parties 
— for the past couple 
decades. 

“We didn’t want our 
struggle to be wasted,” Deb 
said. 

They discovered that 
nine other families close to 
them were going through 
extremely similar circum- 
stances. Nine other kids in 
crisis, just in their circle. 

“By talking about it, not 
only did it create capaci- 
ties for us to be relation- 
ally more supported and 
connected — and I’m sure 
more relationally judged, 

I don’t want to be all Suzy 
Sunshine on this one,’ Deb 
said. “But what it also made 
available was nine other 
families now are living 
more authentic versions of 
their own lives.” 

Deb said that last part on 
a podcast I host with family 
therapist John Duffy. Her 





We are, so many of us, walking around injured or injuring, scared or scarred, judged or judging, not sure what, if anything, to say, 
writes Heidi Stevens. MARYANA SERDYNSKA/DREAMSTIME 


family’s story, especially 
this next part, felt so crucial 
to this moment that I asked 
if she’d come on and share 
it with others. She gener- 
ously agreed. 

A few weeks after Deb 
and her family started tell- 
ing people about what her 
daughter was enduring, 
Deb ran into a longtime 
friend at the store. 

“The first thing she did in 
her greeting with me was 
move into a three- or four- 
minute diatribe about what 
a terrible friend she had 
been, ‘I’m the worst friend. 
I’m so sorry. I should have 
called. I didn’t call? ” Deb 
relayed. “And there was 
this real sense that she was 
seeking my forgiveness and 
comfort. I can tell you that 
in the headspace I was in, 





WM 


WINDOW NATION 


WINDOWS e SIDING ¢ DOORS 


I was happy to let her off 
the hook. Happy to say, ‘It’s 
OK, no problem, 

“But I can just tell you,” 
Deb continued, “if your 
first instinct is to get some- 
one who’s struggling to 
comfort you because you 
feel guilty or you feel badly? 
That’s not a good use of the 
emotional energy in the 
exchange.” 

Next, the friend went 
down a path that had 
become all too familiar for 
Deb. 

“This happens partic- 
ularly when the conver- 
sation turns to self-harm 
or suicide,” Deb said. “She 
started to relay tomea 
number of stories that she 
was aware of, of people 
either in her own immedi- 
ate community or things 


she’d heard on the news. 
And often people will tell 
you the stories about chil- 
dren they know, or fami- 
lies they know, about a 
child they know who was 
successful in killing them- 
selves.” 

Deb understood, she 
said, even in the moment, 
that it came from a good 
place, an attempt to relate. 
But it chipped away at 
Deb’s sense of safety. 

And then Deb’s friend 
relayed her own fears 
— that so many kids she 
knows are struggling, that 
kids she watched grow up 
are struggling, that this all 
might mean her own kids 
will start struggling. 

“How it landed for me,” 
Deb said, “as the parent 
who’s already steeped in 


pain and shame and strug- 
gle, is that it confirmed my 
worst fear: that she was 
concerned my kid was 
contagious.” 

But this isn’t a story 
about judgment or betrayal. 
This is a story about grace 
and growth. 

“T thought, ‘Bless her 
heart, ” Deb said. “She just 
wants to love on me right 
now. She just wants to be 
empathetic. She just wants 
to be reflective of her own 
distress about my distress, 
and yet her first three 
responses were injurious. 

“And I think of my first 
three responses when I’ve 
been in this experience 
with people,” Deb contin- 
ued. “I’ve been injurious. 
I’ve been unsafe in my 
rescuing, trying to fix. ‘Let 


me make a connection! 
Let me introduce you to 
people!’ ” 

Haven't we all? 

Duffy said his therapy 
clients tell him stories of 
seeing their friends duck 
down a different aisle at 
the store to avoid a tough 
conversation, to avoid 
being called on to comfort. 

Deb left the store that 
day determined to do two 
things: Continue to love her 
friend, and find a way to 
help other people show up 
for each other. 

She posted something 
on LinkedIn about look- 
ing for trauma specialists 
to interview. A contact 
connected her to Jen Marr, 
the founder of Inspiring 
Comfort, an organization 
that offers training — to 
individuals, workplaces, 
schools — on how to care 
and comfort each other in 
the wake of trauma. Deb 
reached out to her. 

Marr has anew book 
out called “Showing Up: A 
Comprehensive Guide to 
Comfort & Connection” 
(New Degree Press). Deb 
is giving copies to all her 
friends. 

“And not comfort like 
a cozy noun,” Deb said. 
“Comfort like the strength 
of coming together in 
community and bringing 
strength in community.” 

We’re going to need it. 
We have been needing 
it. We are, so many of us, 
walking around injured or 
injuring, scared or scarred, 
judged or judging, not sure 
what, if anything, to say. 

I love the idea of getting 
intentional about doing 
better, being better. As bell 
hooks told us, and I love to 
repeat: “Rarely, if ever, are 
any of us healed in isola- 
tion.” 


Heidi Stevens is a Tribune 
News Service columnist. 
You can reach her at heidik 
stevens@gmail.com, find 
her on Twitter @heidiste- 
vens13 or join her Heidi 
Stevens’ Balancing Act 
Facebook group. 
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RED SOX 5, TIGERS 3 


Devers 
singles 
past shift 
for win 


Boston comes back 
after Detroit makes it 
3-0 in the third inning 


By Dana Gauruder 
Associated Press 


DETROIT — Rafael Devers 
singled through the open short- 
stop area with the infield shifted 
to the right side, driving in the 
go-ahead run in the eighth inning 
Tuesday as the Boston Red Sox 
overcame a three-run deficit to 
beat the Detroit Tigers 5-3. 

“Teams are going to attack him 
a certain way and he feels like he 
has to swing hard. It’s the other 
way around,” Boston manager 
Alex Cora said. “Just take what 
they give you. That’s the mark of 
a professional hitter.” 

Garrett Whitlock (1-0) pitched 
four hitless innings to win in 
his first appearance since the 
Red Sox announced his $18.75 
million, four-year contract on 
Sunday. 

Hirokazu Sawamura also got 
two outs in hitless relief of starter 
Rich Hill, who allowed three 
runs and five hits in 4 % innings. 

Cora ideally wanted Hill to 
go five innings and have Whit- 
lock pitch the last four. The plan 
almost worked to perfection. 

“They’re going to load up with 
righties against Rich,’ Cora said. 
“He can get them out and then we 


Turn to Sox, Page 2 


YANKEES 


Cole, Yanks 
need to set 
tone early 
vs. Blue Jays 


By Kristie Ackert 
New York Daily News 


NEW YORK — Gerrit Cole 
needs to settle in. The Yankees 
ace did not get off to the start 
to the season he and the team 
wanted. Wednesday night, Cole 
needs to find that routine and 
rhythm early against a tough 
Blue Jays lineup that very well 
could be the team the Yankees 
are battling down the stretch for 
a playoff spot. 

Cole couldn’t find that comfort 
zone on Opening Day, so Wednes- 
day night is achance to start over. 

“When you’re missing that 
bad there are mechanical break- 
downs, but I’d say overall my 
mechanics are in a good spot. I 
just had a lot of adrenaline and 
just kind of spun my tires there 
for a minute,” Cole said Tues- 
day before the Yankees tried to 
rebound against the Blue Jays 
after two straight losses. “So 
maybe to find the rhythm and 
the tempo to just kind of stay with 
myself a little better.” 

Cole did not record a deci- 
sion on Opening Day, allowing 
three earned runs on four hits. 
He walked one and struck out 
three in four innings. His day was 
more remembered for him being 
caught on camera complaining 
about the pregame ceremonies 
going longer than expected. 


Turn to Yankees, Page 2 





UConn’s Christyn Williams shoots 
as Villanova’s Lucy Olsen, back, 
defends on March 7 in Uncasville, 
Conn. JESSICA HILL/AP 
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UCONN WOMEN’S BASKETBALL COMMENTARY 


Williams wasn’t in NYC 
but she’ll take Washington 


Says she’s motivated 
to join team, do what’s 
necessary to succeed 


Christyn Williams had it in 
mind’s eye. The night of the 
2022 WNBA Draft would be her 
night in the big city, surrounded 
by glamour and glitz. When she 
came to UConn as the national 
player of the year, who would 
have imagined it any other way? 

“Well, what I dreamed of grow- 
ing up was actually being in New 
York at the draft,’ Williams said. 
“But that’s part of life, very unfor- 
tunate.” 

Instead, Williams, eight days 
after UConn’s loss to South Caro- 
lina, was back home in Little 


Boies get FA se49 Ries 





Dom Amore 


Rock, Ark., surrounded by 60 
relatives, all five brothers and 
sisters, and friends in the village 
that helped prepare her for the 
ups and downs of life. 

Manhattan? Some other time. 
Next stop: Washington. 

“T’ve had a great experience in 
Little Rock, in front of my family 
and friends, just waiting for my 
name to be called,” she said. “It 
was a dream come true and I 
wouldn’t change it for the world. 
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I’m just super excited and grate- 
ful to be a part of the league and 
get to work and...” 

Here Mike Thibault, coach and 
general manager of the Washing- 
ton Mystics who chose Williams, 
unmuted and chimed in. 

“T want you to have a chip on 
your shoulder about not getting 
invited to New York,” he told 
Williams. 

“Oh, for sure,” Williams said, 
giggling. “That killer mentality 
we talked about. That’s just part 
of the fuel.” 

When Williams and teammates 
Olivia Nelson-Ododa and Evina 
Westbrook were not invited to 
attend the draft at Spring Studios 


Turn to Amore, Page 4 
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Southington’s Sam Rogers hits a triple during Tuesday’s game against Hall in West Hartford. JESSICA HILL/SPECIAL TO THE COURANT 


SOFTBALL SOUTHINGTON 18, HALL 4 


Southington shows up 





ready, hammers Hall 


By Lori Riley 
Hartford Courant 


WEST HARTFORD — Last 
April, the first time Southington 
High faced Hall pitcher Sophie 
Garner-MacKinnon, she struck 
out 19 Blue Knights, though South- 
ington won the game. 

Hall and Southington played 
two more times last year and each 
time, Southington improved its 
discipline against Garner-MacK- 
innon, who is headed to Duke next 
year, and won both times, includ- 
ing the Class LL semifinal. 

Tuesday, the two CCC teams 
faced each other for the first time 


Did you know? 


Wearing a properly-fitted helmet is the best way to 
prevent head injuries and death while riding a bike. 


riscassi-davis.com 


this season. Southington, the 
defending Class LL champion, 
had lost six starters to graduation 
and its catcher to an injury before 
the game. But the Blue Knights 
who came back showed they had 
mastered the discipline needed to 
face a pitcher like Garner-MacK- 
innon, a senior. 

They came out swinging, scor- 
ing three runs in the first, batting 
around in the second and fourth 
innings and cruising to an 18-4 win 
in five innings over Hall. 

Junior Sam Rogers hit for the 
cycle, with a3-run home run to left 
in the second inning and drove in 
eight runs for Southington (2-0). 


“We expected to get better since 
last year,’ Rogers said. “In the 
semifinals we really improved. We 
just came in, looking to hit hard 
and that’s what we did.” 

Leadoff batter Ashley Desaul- 
niers scored four runs and had a 
solo home run in the second inning. 

“T respect Sophie and her game 
and how good ofa pitcher she is, so 
we had avery strategic game plan 
coming in to this week,” South- 
ington coach Davina Hernandez 
said. “A lot of those at-bats could 
have easily resulted in strikeouts 
with poor discipline but our mind- 
set has been discipline, discipline, 
discipline since the start of the 


RIB) RisCassi & Davis 


131 Oak Street » Hartford, Connecticut 


Protecting the rights of the 


year. We’ve stacked our schedule 
this year, this is probably the stron- 
gest schedule we’ve had since I’ve 
been here. We’re seeing great 
pitching all year long. 

“Today was about picking the 
right pitches and not swinging at 
what we call the chase pitches and 
the balls that Sophie was trying to 
get us to chase, we didn’t.” 

Southington pitchers Sam 
Sullivan (who got the win), Stella 
Blanchard and Maddie Furniss 
combined for 12 strikeouts. South- 
ington led 9-0 after two innings 
and 18-1 after four. 
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SPORTS 


UP NEXT 


Celtics: NBA First Round 
vs. TBD (Game 1), Sunday, 
time TBD; NBA First Round 
vs. TBD (Game 2), date/ 
time TBD; NBA First Round 
vs. TBD (Game 3), date/ 
time TBD 

Bruins: Senators, Thursday, 
7p.m.; Penguins, Saturday, 
12:30 p.m.; at Blues, 
Tuesday, 8 p.m. 

Rangers: at Flyers, 
Wednesday, 7 p.m.; Red 
Wings, Saturday, 12:30 p.m.; 
Jets, Tuesday, 7 p.m. 

Wolf Pack: at Belleville, 
Wednesday, 7 p.m.; at 
Toronto, Friday, 7 j.m.; at 
Rochester, Saturday, 7 p.m. 
Red Sox: at Tigers, 
Wednesday, 1 p.m.; Twins, 
Friday, 2 p.m.; Twins, 
Saturday, 4 0.m. 

Yankees: Blue Jays, 
Wednesday, 7 p.m.; Blue 
Jays, Thursday, 7 p.m.; at 
Orioles, Friday, 7 p.m. 
Mets: at Phillies, 
Wednesday, 1 p.m.; 
Diamondbacks, Friday, 
1p.m.; Diamondbacks, 
Saturday, 1 p.m. 

Yard Goats: at New 
Hampshire, Wednesday, 
6:30 p.m.; at New 
Hampshire, Thursday, 6:30 
.m.; at New Hampshire, 
Friday, 6:30 p.m. 


TV/RADIO 


BASEBALL 

12 p.m.: Regional Coverage. 
(Live) MLB 

1p.m.: Boston Red Sox 

at Detroit Tigers. (Live) 
SPRTNET NESN 

1p.m.: Boston Red Sox at 
Detroit Tigers. (Live), NESN. 
Radio: 1080. 

1p.m.: New York Mets at 
Philadelphia Phillies. (Live), 
SNY. Radio: 880. 

3:30 p.m.: Regional 
Coverage. (Live) MLB 

6:30 p.m.: Lehigh Valley 
lronPigs at Worcester Red 
Sox. (Live) NESN 

7 p.m.: Regional Coverage. 
(Live) MLB 

7 p.m.: Toronto Blue Jays at 
New York Yankees. (Live), 
YES. Radio: 97.9. 


BASKETBALL 

12 p.m.: Basketball Africa 
League Cape Town Tigers 
vs Zamalek. (Taped) NBA 
1:30 p.m.: Basketball Africa 
League Cobra Sport vs BC 
Espoir Fukash. (Same-day 
Tape) NBA 

7 p.m.: Charlotte Hornets 
at Atlanta Hawks. (Live) 
ESPN 

9:35 p.m.: San Antonio 
Spurs at New Orleans 
Pelicans. (Live) ESPN 
2a.m.: Charlotte Hornets 
at Atlanta Hawks. (Same- 
day Tape) ESPN2 


GOLF 

9 a.m.: Ladies Euro Tour 
Golf Investec South African 
Women’s Open, Third 
Round. (Same-day Tape) 
GOLF 

11a.m.: Ladies Euro Tour 
Golf Investec South African 
Women’s Open, Final 
Round. (Same-day Tape) 
GOLF 

4p.m.: Western 
Intercollegiate, Final Round. 
(Live) GOLF 

7p.m.: LOTTE 
Championship, First Round. 
(Live) GOLF 


HOCKEY 

12 p.m.: Carolina 
Hurricanes at New York 
Rangers. (Taped) NHL 

2 p.m.: Edmonton Oilers at 
Minnesota Wild. (Taped) 
NHL 

3 p.m.: Anaheim Ducks at 
Florida Panthers. (Taped) 
NHL 

7 p.m.: Montreal Canadiens 
at Columbus Blue Jackets. 
(Live) SPRTNET 

7 p.m.: Hershey Bears at 
Lehigh Valley Phantoms. 
(Live) NHL 

7 p.m.: New York Rangers 
at Philadelphia Flyers. 
(Live) TNT 

9:30 p.m.: Los Angeles 
Kings at Colorado 
Avalanche. (Live) TNT 


SOCCER 

2:30 p.m.: Futbol UEFA 
Champions League Atlético 
de Madrid vs. Manchester 
City. (Live) UNI 

3 p.m.: UEFA Champions 
League Soccer Liverpool vs 
Benfica. (Live) CBS 

9 p.m.: CONCACAF 
Champions League Soccer 
New York City FC vs Seattle 
Sounders FC. (Live) FS1 

9 p.m.: Futbol Mexicano 
Primera Division 
Guadalajara vs. Monterrey. 
(Live) TELE 


PHILLIES 5, METS 4 LATE MONDAY 


Bullpen melts down after injured starter leaves 


By Deesha Thosar 
New York Daily News 


PHILADELPHIA — The 
Mets were without their 
starting pitcher after just two 
innings against the Phillies, 
spelling disaster for the bull- 
pen to cover the remaining 
seven frames. 

Despite David Peterson 
carrying the load, his strong 
effort in relief went from a 
turning point to a spoiled 
performance. 

Taijuan Walker exited his 


RED SOX NOTES 


first start of the year after 
two perfect innings with 
what the Mets are calling 
right shoulder irritation. 
Then Peterson, who entered 
in the third, ate the middle 
innings and dominated the 
Phillies lineup, but for the 
second straight day an ugly 
eighth inning and alate rally 
sealed a Mets loss. 

“If we would’ve won, it 
would’ve been on Peter- 
son’s shoulders,” said Mets 
manager Buck Showalter. 
“This one hurts. 


“The good thing is we 
have the chance to take that 
hurt away tomorrow. That’s 
the beauty of our game, 
but sometimes it could be 
cruel.” 

Once Trevor May became 
the second Mets pitcher 
on Monday night to leave 
his outing with a physical 
issue, the bullpen could not 
stop the bleeding. JT. Real- 
muto cranked a two-run 
homer off left-hander 
Joely Rodriguez, then Rhys 
Hoskins and Didi Gregorius 


Pairing of Whitlock and Hill 
shows potential with rare save 


By Julian McWilliams 
Boston Globe 


DETROIT — The Red 
Sox talked about it all spring. 
They felt it could work 
when they paired Garrett 
Whitlock with Rich Hill. 

It happened a bit during 
Grapefruit League play, 
but Tuesday was the first 
time the Sox weaponized 
this formula during a regu- 
lar-season game. 

“I think it went good 
today and then some,” 
Whitlock said after 
Boston’s 5-3 win against 
the Tigers. 

Whitlock might have 
been a bit too modest. 

Hill tossed 4 % innings. 
Manager Alex Cora 
then went to Hirokazu 
Sawamura to finish the fifth 
before turning it over to 
Whitlock for the final four. 
He dominated the Detroit 
hitters. Whitlock allowed 
just one base runner, a 
one-out walk to Jeimer 
Candelario in the sixth, 
after which he retired the 
final 11 hitters he faced. 

When the Red Sox 
scored their second run 
in the sixth inning, Cora 


YANKEES NOTES 


decided it would be Whit- 
lock’s game. He hadn’t 
pitched since Opening Day 
on Friday, so he was either 
going to piggyback Hill or 
Nate Eovaldi on Wednes- 
day. 

Boston, however, was 
always intrigued by the 
potential fit of a Hill-Whit- 
lock pairing. 

Consider: Hill is a mid- 
to upper-80 mph pitcher. 
He'll pair that with a slow 
curveball that he can dock 
down to roughly 68 mph. 
Whitlock can crank his 
velocity up to 95-97. He 
takes on more of a hori- 
zontal approach, pairing 
his four-seam fastball with 
his two-seamer, a slider 
that creates linear move- 
ment, and a changeup that 
has downward action. 

The eye level changes for 
the hitter with both Whit- 
lock and Hill on the menu, 
as does the speed. It likely 
won't go this well moving 
forward, but the Sox will 
undoubtedly take this 
result. 

“It was the way we 
mapped it out in the offsea- 
son and spring training,” 
Cora said. “And Whitlock 


did an amazing job.” 

Already a reunion: 
Eduardo Rodriguez 
will make his first start 
against his former team in 
Wednesday’s rubber match 
against Eovaldi. Rodriguez, 
29, signed a five-year, $77 
million contract with the 
Tigers this offseason. 

“He knows us. We know 
him,” Cora said. “We just 
have to make sure we put 
together a good game plan 
against him, get that pitch 
count up, and try to wina 
ballgame.” 


Battling a bug: Trevor Story 
was in the clubhouse prior 
to Tuesday’s game, and said 
he’s been dealing with some 
sort of stomach bug that 
has kept him out. He likely 
won’t play Wednesday, 
with the team off Thurs- 
day prior to Friday’s home 
opener against the Twins. ... 
No. 2 Sox prospect Triston 
Casas hit a 477 foot homer 
during Tuesday’s WooSox 
home opener at Polar Park. 
The hosts beat Lehigh 
Valley, 8-3... Hill, 42, faced 
Miguel Cabrera, 38, twice 
on Tuesday, retiring him 
both times. 


Pitchers can’t hear PitchCom 
over Stadiums 2-strike alert 


By Kristie Ackert 
New York Daily News 


NEW YORK — The 
awful two-strike sound the 
Yankees play over the sound 
system, which sounds like 
a dying whale, has been 
an issue for the Bombers’ 
pitchers using the PitchCom 
system. The sound, which 
is the Imperial Alarm from 
Star Wars, is played when 
a Yankees pitcher gets two 
strikes on a hitter and is 
teeth-rattling loud. The 
pitchers have found it inter- 
feres with them hearing 
the robotic voice that plays 
from a speaker inserted in 
their hat. 

“The speakers are really 
loud and it’s kind of jarring,” 
Gerrit Cole said before 
Tuesday’s game against the 
Blue Jays. “It’s an interest- 
ing sound.” 

Yankees pitching coach 
Matt Blake said that the 
noise could get so loud that 


the pitchers could not hear 
the pitch that the catcher 
was calling, but they are 
working around it. Cole said 
he would use the system for 
his second start of the season 
on Wednesday night. 


Monty feeling better: Lefty 
Jordan Montgomery, who 
got hit by a comebacker in 
Sunday night’s game, could 
barely walk on Monday, 
but Tuesday he was feeling 
much better. He threw on 
flat ground to test the left leg 
and said he would throw his 
bullpen on Wednesday. 

But there was a real scare 
there. 

“T think there was a little 
concern with him last night 
just because of the swelling 
he had in there. He had his 
knee drained and went for 
an MRI and aCT scan over- 
night and today that came 
back good. So he was signifi- 
cantly better today,” Yankees 
manager Aaron Boone said. 


NETS 115, CAVALIERS 108 


Irving, Durant lead Nets past 
Cavs in play-in for No. 7 seed 


Associated Press 


NEW YORK — Kyrie 
Irving had 34 points and 12 
assists, Kevin Durant added 
25 points and 11 assists, and 
the Brooklyn Nets took the 
No. 7 seed in the Eastern 
Conference by beating the 
Cleveland Cavaliers 115-108 
on Tuesday night in the 
play-in opener. 

The Nets raced to a 
20-point lead after one 
quarter and turned the 
Cavaliers away time 
and time again to earn a 
matchup with No. 2 seed 
Boston in a series that 
begins Sunday. 

Irving made his first 12 
shots before a 3-pointer 
rimmed out in the fourth 
quarter. He finished 12 for 
15. 


A preseason NBA Finals 
favorite who sputtered 
through a turbulent season 
and were in 10th place 
entering the last week of 
the regular season, the Nets 
have run off five straight 
wins. With Durant and 
Irving, they are far more 
dangerous than the usual 
No. 7 seed. 

And both are willing 
to give the ball to team- 
mates who are capitaliz- 
ing when they get it. Bruce 
Brown had 18 points, nine 
rebounds and eight assists, 
while Andre Drummond 
scored 16 points. 

Darius Garland scored 
34 points for the Cavaliers, 
who have another chance 
to earn the No. 8 seed. They 
will host the winner of the 
Atlanta-Charlotte game 


“When I walked in, actu- 
ally, he was on the table and 
so much of the swelling was 
out of there. He’s moving 
around. He’s throwing today 
with the idea he'll throw his 


bullpen tomorrow.” 


Gallo answers questions: 
Before Monday night’s 
game, Joey Gallo was 
answering questions about 
his struggles at the plate. 
Three hours later, the left 
fielder was the only Yankee 
to get a hit off of Toronto 
starter Alek Manoah and the 
only player with two hits in 
the 3-0 loss to the Blue Jays. 
“I’m seeing a lot of good 
at-bats, he’s winning a lot 
of pitches, he’s on a lot of 
pitches,” Yankees manager 
Aaron Boone said after the 
game. “[He’s] in a position to 
do what we know he can do-” 
Gallo had a double, single 
and walk Monday night. He 
has walked in all four of the 
Yankees games this season. 


on Friday, with the winner 
moving on to face No. 1 seed 
Miami. 

Brooklyn and Cleve- 
land both went 44-38 
but the Nets clinched the 
tiebreaker by beating the 
Cavs at Barclays Center last 
Friday to finish 3-1 against 
them. Cleveland was confi- 
dent it could come back to 
Brooklyn and win, though 
it was clear quickly just 
how difficult that would be. 

The Nets made nearly 
71% of their shots in the 
first quarter — Irving and 
Durant combined to make 
all eight of theirs — and 
closed the period with 
a 15-3 spurt that made it 
40-20. It was a bigger lead 
than Brooklyn had in any 
first quarter during the 
regular season. 


collected back-to-back RBI 
doubles against Seth Lugo 
to complete a five-run rally 
and hand the Mets a 5-4 loss 
in the series opener at Citi- 
zens Bank Park. 

Both Walker (right shoul- 
der) and May (possible arm 
fatigue) went for MRIs on 
Tuesday morning. 

“I threw a slider, felt like 
[my shoulder] got a little irri- 
tated,’ Walker said. “Just kind 
of felt sore, so I came out just 
to be safe. It’s already feeling 
better.’ 


Sox 


from Page 1 


can turn the page to Whit- 
lock. We get a lot of good 
matchups from that. They 
complement each other 
well. It’s a good plan, it’s 
just a matter of how long 
we can do it.” 

Whitlock allowed 
just one baserunner, on 
a sixth-inning walk to 
Jeimer Candelario, in an 
efficient 39-pitch outing. 

“Rich pitched amazing, 
did an absolutely wonder- 
ful job,” Whitlock said. 

Boston, which has not 
been above .500, improved 
to 2-3. 

Devers had a pair of RBI 
singles, raising his average 
to .381, and Kiké Hernan- 
dez doubled twice for the 
Red Sox. 

Detroit’s Spencer 
Torkelson, the top pick of 
the 2020 amateur draft, 
doubled in the third inning 
for his first big league hit 
after an O-for-10 start. The 
ball dropped in right-cen- 
ter, 309 feet from the plate, 
in front of the glove of 
diving right fielder Chris- 
tian Arroyo. 

“It’s something I’ve 
looked forward to for a 
long time,” Torkelson said. 
“For it to finally happen, it’s 
special. The baseball gods 
were tested me out a little 
bit, just seeing what I was 
made of. You’ve just got to 
persevere, trust yourself 


Yankees 


from Page 1 


But the Yankees need a 
better Cole if they are going 
to be in the conversation 
for the postseason. It may 
be early in the season, but 
it’s not too early to set the 
tone within the American 
League East. Last season, 
the Yankees dug themselves 
a hole against the Red Sox 
early. 

Cole doesn’t want to 
repeat that feeling and have 
to dig themselves out of a 
hole this season. 

“Even though we play 
them 19 times you know, we 
only play them 19 times, so 
they count the same in April 
as they do in September, but 
[feeling like you have] to 
crawl back and have to feel 
like we’re constantly walk- 
ing uphill towards the end of 
the year,” Cole said. “You put 
yourself in a better position 
when you play better against 
these teams early. With the 
understanding that both 
are gonna get better as the 
season goes on.” 

Last season was one 
where Cole lost some trac- 
tion as well. 

He came out early in 
2021 as the best pitcher 
in the league and then 


REGIONAL DIGEST 


Peterson’s four scoreless 
innings were, at least, one 
bright spot of Monday’s 
bullpen meltdown. 

The left-hander threw 
four scoreless innings 
and allowed just three 
hits against a tough Philly 
lineup. 

“My job is to go out there 
and get outs,” said Peterson, 
who was called up from 
Triple-A Syracuse on Satur- 
day after Edwin Diaz was 
placed on the bereavement 
list. “I’m ready for it.” 


“Rich pitched 
amazing; did 
an absolutely 


wonderful job.” 


Garrett Whitlock 


and the hits will come.” 

Detroit took a3-0 lead in 
the third when Torkelson 
scored on Robbie Gross- 
man’s groundout, Jona- 
than Schoop followed with 
a run-scoring single and 
Javier Baez added an RBI 
double. 

Hernandez hit an RBI 
double in the sixth and 
scored on a single by 
Devers that chased Tyler 
Alexander, who gave up 
five hits in 5 % innings. J.D. 
Martinez tied the score 
against Jacob Barnes when 
he sliced an opposite-field 
double off the foul line 
in deep right field, a call 
upheld in a video review. 

Hernandez walked 
against Alex Lange (0-1) 
leading off the eighth and 
advanced on a wild pitch. 
Arroyo added a two-out 
RBI single off Will Vest. 

“They did a good job 
with their at-bats as the 
game went along,” Detroit 
manager A.J. Hinch said. 
“They had tougher at-bats 
and we didn’t execute quite 
as well as the game went 
on.” 


became the poster boy 
for pitchers using illegal 
sticky stuff on the balls in 
June when MLB decided 
to enforce their own 
rules more stringently. 
He adjusted and regained 
control of his season, only 
to catch COVID after the 
All-Star break. He got back 
on track and then whether 
it was a tight hamstring or 
the workload (181.1 innings 
pitched after just 91 in 
2020), Cole went into that 
Wild Card game with a 
6.35 ERA over his last four 
starts. 

The Yankees are obvi- 
ously looking for a bit of 
a bounce back from Cole 
this season and Opening 
Day wasn’t the best way 
to turn the page on his 
struggles. But Wednes- 
day night could be another 
chance, especially against 
a Blue Jays lineup that is so 
dangerous. 

“They have a lot of 
talent and they have some 
good leaders too. That’s a 
combination to win a lot 
of games,” Cole said of the 
Blue Jays. “So, we’ll have 
our hands full, but we’re 
confident you know, and 
what we can bring to the 
table and, and if we execute, 
I think we’ll be in a good 
spot.” 


Yard Goats lose at 
New Hampshire 


Sebastian Espino had three hits and four RBI and Orel- 
vis Martinez had three hits and two RBI to lead the New 
Hampshire Fisher Cats to an 11-4 Eastern League North- 
east Division win over the visiting Hartford Yard Goats on 


Tuesday at Manchester, N.H. 


Aaron Schunk had a two-run home run for Hartford 
(2-2) and Michael Toglia had two RBI. Noah Davis (0-1) 
took the loss, pitching four innings and allowing seven 


runs on five hits. 


UConn offense keeps rolling 


The UConn baseball team ran its streak of scoring in 
double digits to six games — all wins — with a 15-4 victory 
over Marist in a nonconference game at Elliot Ballpark. 
The Huskies (25-7) have now won seven of eight. David 
Smith and Matt Donlan each had a home run and five RBI 
to lead the Huskies’ offense. Casey Dana, Ben Huber, Zach 
Bushling and Korey Morton each also had three hits as part 


of a20-hit UConn attack. 
— Staff reports 


SCOREBOARD 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 
ATLANTIC GPW L OT PTS GF GA 


x-Florida 72 51 15 6108 302 214 
x-Toronto 72 47 19 6100 277 221 
TampaBay 72 44 20 8 96 239 204 


Boston 72 45 22 5 95 227 195 
Detroit 72 28 3410 66 209 277 
Buffalo 74 26 3711 63 203 264 
Ottawa 72 26 40 6 58 193 236 


Montreal 73 20 4211 51 192 279 
METRO. GP W L OT PTS GF GA 


x-Carolina 73 47 18 8 102 243 175 
X-N.Y. Rangers73 47 20 6 100 225 187 
Pittsburgh 74 42 2210 94 243 205 
Washington 72 40 2210 90 240 210 
N.Y. Islanders 71 33 29 9 75 195 196 
Columbus 73 34 33 6 74 235 273 
Philadelphia 72 23 3811 57 188 256 
New Jersey 72 25 41 6 56 221 269 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 
CENTRAL GPW L OT PTS GF GA 


x-Colorado 72 52 14 6110 275 198 
Minnesota 71 44 21 6 94 263 222 
St. Louis 72 42 2010 94 264 207 
Nashville 72 41 26 5 87 236 210 
Dallas 72 41 27 4 86 214 217 
Winnipeg 74 35 2811 81 230 232 
Chicago 72 24 3711 59 192 255 
Arizona 72 22 45 5 49 179 265 
PACIFIC GP W L OT PTS GF GA 


Calgary 72 4419 9 97 253 178 
Edmonton 73 42 25 6 90 255 230 
Los Angeles 74 38 2610 86 212 214 
Vegas 73 40 29 4 84 234 216 
Vancouver 73 35 2810 80 212 206 
Anaheim 74 29 3312 70 208 242 
San Jose 71 29 33 9 67 186 228 
Seattle 72 23 43 6 52 186 250 
NOTE: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
x-clinched playoff spot 

y-clinched division 

z-clinched conference 


TUESDAY’S RESULTS 

Anaheim at Florida, late 

Buffalo at Toronto, late 
Carolina at N.Y. Rangers, late 
Philadelphia at Washington, late 
St. Louis at Boston, late 

Ottawa at Detroit, late 
Pittsburgh at N.Y. Islanders, late 
Edmonton at Minnesota, late 
San Jose at Nashville, late 

Los Angeles at Chicago, late 
Seattle at Calgary, late 

Tampa Bay at Dallas, late 

New Jersey at Arizona, late 
Vegas at Vancouver, late 


WEDNESDAY’S GAMES 

Montreal at Columbus, 7p.m. 

N.Y. Rangers at Philadelphia, 7p.m. 
Seattle at Winnipeg, 8:30p.m. 

Los Angeles at Colorado, 9:30p.m. 


THURSDAY’S GAMES 

Anaheim at Tampa Bay, 7p.m. 
Detroit at Carolina, 7p.m. 

N.Y. Islanders at Pittsburgh, 7p.m. 
Ottawa at Boston, 7p.m. 

St. Louis at Buffalo, 7p.m. 
Washington at Toronto, 7p.m. 
Edmonton at Nashville, 8p.m. 
Minnesota at Dallas, 8p.m. 
San Jose at Chicago, 8:30p.m. 
New Jersey at Colorado, 9p.m. 
Vegas at Calgary, 9p.m. 
Arizona at Vancouver, 10p.m. 


FRIDAY’S GAMES 
N.Y. Islanders at Montreal, 7p.m. 
Winnipeg at Florida, 7p.m. 


MONDAY’S RESULT 
Winnipeg 4, Montreal 2 


SEASON GOALTENDING LEADERS 


WINS ™ GP W LOL 
Juuse Saros NSH 60 35 22 3 
Andrei Vasilevskiy TBL 56 35 16 5 
Frederik Andersen CAR 50 34 13 3 
Sergei Bobrovsky FLA 47 34 6 3 
Darcy Kuemper COL 50 34 9 3 
Jacob Markstrom CGY 57 34 14 8 
Igor Shesterkin NYR 48 34 10 4 
Tristan Jarry PIT 57 33 18 6 
Thatcher Demko VAN 58 30 20 6 
Cam Talbot MIN 44 28 12 3 
Jack Campbell TOR 44 27 9 5 
Connor Hellebuyck WPG62 27 25 10 
Jake Oettinger DAL 42 26 13 1 
Mikko Koskinen EDM 41 25 10 4 
Elvis Merzlikins CBJ 51 24 19 6 
SAVE PCT. GP TEAMSV% 
Igor Shesterkin 48 NYR_~ .935 
Ilya Sorokin 44 NYI_ .927 
Darcy Kuemper 50 COL .926 
Frederik Andersen 50 CAR .925 
Jacob Markstrom 57 CGY .925 
Juuse Saros 60 NSH .921 
Tristan Jarry 57 PIT .919 
Thatcher Demko 58 VAN .917 
Andrei Vasilevskiy 56 TBL .917 
James Reimer 43 SJS_ .915 
Jake Oettinger 42 DAL .914 
Jack Campbell 44 TOR .912 
Connor Hellebuyck 62 WPG .911 
Cam Talbot 44 MIN .911 
Sergei Bobrovsky 47 FLA .911 
Marc-Andre Fleury 50 MIN~ .910 
GOALST VS AVG TEAM GP GAA 
Frederik Andersen CAR 50 2.07 
Igor Shesterkin NYR 48 2.07 
Jacob Markstrom CGY 57 2.16 
Ilya Sorokin NYI 44 2.27 
Darcy Kuemper COL 50 2.37 
Tristan Jarry PIT 57 2.41 
Andrei Vasilevskiy TBL 56 = 2.45 
Jake Oettinger DAL 42. 2.53 
Juuse Saros NSH 60 = 2.55 
Thatcher Demko VAN 58 2.64 
Jack Campbell TOR 44— 2.72 
Sergei Bobrovsky FLA 47 2.72 
Robin Lehner VEG 41 = 2.76 
James Reimer SJS 43 2.77 
Cam Talbot MIN 44 2.81 
Marc-Andre Fleury CHI,MIN50 2.90 
Connor Hellebuyck WPG_ 62. 2.93 
minimum 40games played 

SHUTOUTS TEAM SO QS 
Jacob Markstrom CGY 9 35 
Ilya Sorokin NYI 6 32 
Darcy Kuemper COL 5 31 
Frederik Andersen CAR 4 29 
Jack Campbell TOR 4 24 
Marc-Andre Fleury MIN 4 26 
Connor Hellebuyck WPG 4 37 
Tristan Jarry PIT 4 34 
Igor Shesterkin NYR 4 35 
QS-quality starts 

MINUTES TEAM GA MIN 
Connor Hellebuyck WPG 180 3692 
Juuse Saros NSH 151 3558 
Jacob Markstrom CGY 122 3387 
Andrei Vasilevskiy TBL 138 3374 
Thatcher Demko VAN 148 3357 
Tristan Jarry PIT 135 3355 
John Gibson ANA 157 2974 
Frederik Andersen CAR 102 2956 
Marc-Andre Fleury MIN 141 2922 
Alex Nedeljkovic DET 162 2913 


through Monday 


TENNIS 
ATP_MONTE-CARLO ROLEX 
MASTERS 


At Monte Carlo Country Club, Monte 
Carlo, Monaco, Red clay-outdoors 
MEN’S SINGLES, ROUND OF 32 
Alejandro Davidovich Fokina d. 
#1Novak Djokovic, 6-3, 6-7(5), 6-1. 
#3 Stefanos Tsitsipas d. Fabio Fognini, 
6-3, 6-0. 
Grigor Dimitrov d. Dusan Lajovic, 
4-6, 6-3, 6-2. 
MEN’S SINGLES, ROUND OF 64 
#10 Taylor Fritz d. Lucas Catarina, 
6-7(6), 7-6(5), 6-4. 
#16 Lorenzo Sonego d. Ilya lvashka, 
6-3, 6-3. 
Daniel Evans d. Benjamin Bonzi, 
6-0, 7-6(4). 
Emil Ruusuvuori d. Oscar Otte, 6-4, 6-3. 
Pedro Martinez d. Ugo Humbert, 
6-4, 7-6(5). 
Laslo Djere d. Maxime Cressy, 
6-4, 6-7(7), 6-2. 
Lorenzo Musetti d. Benoit Paire, 
6-2, 6-7(4), 6-2. 
David Goffin d. Jiri Lehecka, 6-4, 6-3. 
Holger Vitus Nodskov Rune d. 
Aslan Karatsev, 7-6(1), 4-6, 6-3. 


PLAYOFF SCHEDULE 

PLAY-IN ROUNDS 

Tuesday’s first round 

East: Cleveland at Brooklyn, late 
West: L.A. Clippers at Minnesota, late 


Wednesday’s first round 

East: Charlotte at Atlanta, 7 p.m. 
West: San Antonio at New Orleans, 
9:30 p.m. 


Friday’s second round 

East: Charlotte/Atlanta winner at 
Cleveland/Brooklynr loser, TBD 

West: San Antonio/New Orleans winner 
at Clippers/Minnesota loser, TBD 


EAST FIRST ROUND 
(Best-of-7; x-if necessary) 
#1 Miami vs. East #8 Seed 
Sunday: at Miami, TBD 


#2 Boston vs. East #7 Seed 
Sunday: at Boston, TBD 


#3 Milwaukee vs. #6 Chicago 
Sunday: at Milwaukee, TBD 


#4 Philadelphia vs. #5 Toronto 
Saturday: at Philadelphia, 6 p.m. 


WEST FIRST ROUND 
#1 Phoenix vs. West #8 Seed 
Sunday: at Phoenix, TBD 


#2 Memphis vs. West #7 Seed 
Saturday: at Memphis, 3:30 p.m. 


#3 Golden State vs. #6 Denver 
Saturday: at Golden State, 8:30 p.m. 


#4 Dallas vs. #5 Utah 


Saturday: at Dallas, 1 p.m. 
Rest of first-round schedule TBD 


SEASON 3-POINTERS 


™ 3P 3PA 3P% 3PG 3AG 
MIA 1114 2936 .379 13.6 35.8 
ATL 1056 2821 374 12.9 34.4 
LAC 1047 2802 374 12.8 34.2 
CHI 872 2364 369 106 288 
MIL 1153 3151 366 14.1 38.4 
CHO 1143 3130 365 13.9 38.2 
PHI 950 = 2608 .364 11.6 31.8 
GSW 1176 3231 364 143 39.4 
PHO 951 2616 .364 11.6 31.9 
BRK 940 2602 361 11.5 31.7 
UTA 1192 3308 360 14.5 40.3 
MIN 1211 3386 358 148 41.3 
NYK 1082 3029 .357 13.2 36.9 
BOS 1085 3044 356 13.2 37.1 
CLE 953-2686 .355 11.6 32.8 
DEN 1039 2944 353 12.7 35.9 
MEM 945 2679 .353 11.5 32.7 
SAS 925 .2626..352 11.3 32.0 
DAL 1073 3063 .350 13.1 37.4 
HOU 1105 3170 349 13.55 38.7 
TOR 979 2808 .349 11.9 34.2 
LAL 982 2826 347 12.0 34.5 
POR 1043 3017 346 12.7 368 
SAC 937 92722 344 11.4 33.2 
IND 997 2899 .344 12.2 35.4 
WAS 860 2512 342 10.5 30.6 
NOP 873 2629 .332 10.6 32.1 
ORL 999. 3022 .331 22 363 
DET 925 2838 .326 11.3 34.6 
OKC 991 3066 323 12.1 37.4 


3-POINTERS MADE TM 3P% 3P 3PA 


Stephen Curry GSW .380 285 750 
Buddy Hield TOT .366 262 716 
Fred VanVleet TOR .377 242 642 
Evan Fournier NYK_ .389 241 619 
Malik Beasley MIN .377 240 637 
Trae Young ATL .382 233 610 


UTA .355 232 654 
MIA .372 232 624 


Donovan Mitchell 
Duncan Robinson 


Jayson Tatum BOS .353 230 651 
Desmond Bane MEM .436 228 523 
Patty Mills BRK .400 227 568 
Terry Rozier CHO .374 222 593 
LaMelo Ball CHO .389 220 565 
Anthony Edwards MIN .357 215 602 
Saddiq Bey DET .346 211 610 
Jordan Poole GSW .364 211 580 
Gary Trent Jr. TOR .383 209 545 
Luka Doncic DAL .353 201 569 


NOP .341 192 563 
CHO .345 191 553 
UTA .318 190 597 
Luke Kennard LAC .449 190 423 
Kevin Love CLE .392 187 477 
Zach LaVine CHI .389 185 475 
Devin Booker PHO .383 183 478 


Devonte’ Graham 
Kelly Oubre Jr. 
Jordan Clarkson 


CJ McCollum TOT .388 182 469 
Bojan Bogdanovic UTA .387 181 468 
Max Strus MIA .410 181 442 


POR .405 179 442 
TOT .367 177 482 


Anfernee Simons 
Justin Holiday 
source: nba.com 


MLB WEDNESDAY 
AMERICAN LEAGUE 

FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG LINE 
at Detroit off Boston off 
at Tampa Bay -172 Oakland -160 
at NY Yankees -131 Toronto +121 


Seattle -114 at Chi Wh Sox +104 
NATIONAL LEAGUE 

at Atlanta -207 Washington +195 
Chi Cubs -125 at Pittsburgh +115 
at Phila. -121 NY Mets +111 
atSanFran. -120 San Diego +110 
INTERLEAGUE 

at Cincinnati -115 Cleveland +105 
LADodgers -155 at Minnesota +145 
at St. Louis -145 Kansas City +135 
Houston -148 atArizona +136 
Milwaukee -177 atBaltimore +175 
NBA PLAY-IN WEDNESDAY 
FAVORITE LINE O/U UNDERDOG 
Atlanta 5 (236) Charlotte 


New Orleans 51.2 (227) San Antonio 


NBA PLAYOFFS SATURDAY 
Utah 4 (214%) atDallas 
at Phila. 4 (217)  atToronto 
atGoldenSt. 5 (224) Denver 

SUNDAY 
at Milwaukee 10 (228) Chicago 
NHL WEDNESDAY 
FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG _ LINE 


at Philadelphia off NY Rangers off 


atColumbus_ -166 Montreal +156 
at Winnipeg off Seattle off 
at Colorado off Los Angeles off 
For the latest odds, go to 

FanDuel Sportsbook, 


https://portsbook.fanduel.com/ 


LATE MONDAY: WNBA DRAFT 
FIRST-ROUND SELECTIONS 

1. Atl: Rhyne Howard, SG, Kentucky. 

2. Ind: NaLyssa Smith, PF, Baylor. 

3. Was: Shakira Austin, C, Mississippi. 
4. Ind: Emily Engstler, PF, Louisville. 

5. NY: Nyara Sabally, C, Oregon. 

6. Ind: Lexie Hull, SG, SG, Stanford. 

7. Dal: Veronica Burton, PG, Northwestern. 
8. LV: Mya Hollingshed, SF, Colorado. 
9. LA: Rae Burrell, SF, Tennessee. 

10. Ind: Queen Egbo, C, Baylor. 

11. LV: Kierstan Bell, SG, Fla Gulf Coast 
12. Conn: Nia Clouden, SG, Michigan St. 


SECOND-ROUND SELECTIONS 

13. LV: Khayla Pointer, PG, LSU. 

14. Was: Christyn Williams, SG, UConn. 
15. Atl: Naz Hillmon, PF, Michigan. 

16. LA: Kianna Smith, SG, Louisville. 

17. Sea: Elissa Cunane, C, NC State. 

18. NY: Lorela Cubaj, PF, Georgia Tech. 
19. LA: Olivia Nelson-Ododa, PF, UConn. 
20. Ind: Destanni Henderson, PG, S. Carol. 
21. Sea: Evina Westbrook, PG, UConn. 
22. Min: Kayla Jones, PF, NC State. 

23. LV: Aisha Sheppard, SG, Virginia Tech 
24. Co: Jordan Lewis, PG, Baylor. 


THIRD-ROUND SELECTIONS 
25. Ind: Ameshya Williams-Holliday, 

C, Jackson State 
26. Phx: Maya Dodson, PG, Notre Dame. 
27. LA: Amy Atwell, SF, Hawaii. 
28. Min: Hannah Sjerven, F, South Dakota 
29. NY: Sika Kone, F, Mali. 
30. Dal: Jasmine Dickey, SF, Delaware. 
31. Dal: Jaz Bond, PF, North Florida. 
32. Phx: Macee Williams, PF, IUPUI. 
33. Sea: Jade Melbourne, PG, Australia. 
34. Ind: Ali Patberg, SG, Indiana. 
35. LV: Faustine Aifuwa, C, LSU. 
36. Con: Kiara Smith, PG, Florida. 


MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER 

EASTERN W L T PT GF GA 
Philadelphia 5 0 116 10 2 
Orlando City 32211 8 7 
N.Y. Red Bulls 3 2 1 10 10 6 
Atlanta 32110 9 9 
Charlotte FC 3 40 9 7 9 
Chicago 213 9 § 2 
Columbus 222 8 10 7 
Toronto FC 222 8 9 11 
CF Montréal 23 1 #7 11 «15 
D.C. United 23 0 6 5 5 
Cincinnati 240 6 8 14 
New YorkCityFC 13 1 4 5 6 
New England 1441 4 8 12 
Inter Miami CF 141 4 6 15 
WESTERN W L T PT GF GA 
Los Angeles FC 4 1113 14 6 
LA Galaxy 42012 9 6 
Real Salt Lake 3 1312 9 7 
Austin FC 3 1211 14 5 
FC Dallas 3 12 11 10 4 
Houston 3 121110 7 
Nashville 3 2 110 6 6 
Portland 22 3 9 10 13 
Colorado 222 8 8 8 
Minnesota United 2 2 2 8 5 5 
Seattle 221 7 6 6 
Kansas City 25 0 6 5 11 
Vancouver 141 4 5 12 
San Jose 042 2 9 15 
Three points for win, one point for tie. 


SATURDAY’S MATCHES 

Vancouver at CF Montréal, 3p.m. 
Nashville at San Jose, 3:30p.m. 
Cincinnati at Atlanta, 6p.m. 
Portland at Houston, 6p.m. 

FC Dallas at N.Y. Red Bulls, 7p.m. 
Orlando City at Columbus, 7:30p.m. 
Austin FC at D.C. United, 7:30p.m. 
Charlotte FC at New England, 7:30p.m. 
Philadelphia at Toronto FC, 7:30p.m. 
LA Galaxy at Chicago, 8p.m. 
Colorado at Minnesota, 8p.m. 
Miami at Seattle, 10p.m. 


SUNDAY’S MATCHES 
Real Salt Lake at New York City FC, 1 p.m. 
Sporting KCat Los Angeles FC, 4p.m. 


NWSL CHALLENGE CUP 
THURSDAY’S MATCH 

San Diego Wave FC at OL Reign, 10p.m 
FRIDAY’S MATCH 

Houston at Kansas City, 8p.m. 
SATURDAY’S MATCHES 

North Carolina at Orlando, 7p.m. 
Chicago at Louisville, 7:30p.m. 
SUNDAY’S MATCHES 

Washington at Gotham FC, 3p.m. 
Angel City FC at OL Reign, 6p.m. 

San Diego Wave FC at Portland, 7p.m. 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 

CLUB GP W D LGF GA PT 
Man City 31 23 5 372 20 74 
Liverpool 31 22 7 279 22 73 
Chelsea 30 18 8 464 23 62 
Tottenham 31 18 3 10 56 37 57 
Arsenal 30 17 3 10 45 36 54 
West Ham 32 15 61151 42 51 
Man United 31149 849 42 51 
Wolverhampton 32 15 4 13 33 28 49 
Leicester 29 11 7 1145 48 40 
Crystal Palace 31 813 10 43 40 37 
Brighton 31 813 10 28 37 37 
Aston Villa 3111 317 42 46 36 
Brentford 32 10 6 16 39 48 36 


Southampton 31 812 11 37 52 36 
Newcastle 31 810 13 34 54 34 


Leeds 32 8 9 15 38 68 33 
Everton 30 8 4 18 33 52 28 
Burnley 30 412 14 25 44 24 
Watford 31 6 421 29 60 22 


Norwich 31 5 62020 63 21 
SATURDAY’S MATCHES 

Tottenham vs. Brighton, 7:30a.m. 

Man United vs. Norwich, 10a.m. 
Southampton vs. Arsenal, 10a.m. 
Watford vs. Brentford, 10a.m. 

Everton vs. Crystal Palace, 10a.m. ppd 
Aston Villa vs. Liverpool, 12:30p.m. ppd 


SUNDAY’S MATCHES 

Newcastle vs. Leicester, 9:15a.m. 
West Ham vs. Burnley, 9:15a.m. 
Leeds vs. Chelsea, 7a.m. ppd 
Wolverhampton vs. Man City, ppd 


UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 
QUARTERFINAL KNOCKOUT PHASE 
Tuesday’s second leg 

Bayern Munich 1, Villarreal 1, 
Villarreal advanced on 2-1 aggregate 
Chelsea 3, Real Madrid 2 

Real Madrid advanced, 5-4 aggregate 


Wednesday’s second leg 
Man. City (1) vs. Atlético Madrid (0) 
Liverpool (3) vs. Benfica (1) 


SEMIFINAL PHASE 

First leg, April 26, or April 27 
Benfica/Liverpool vs. Villarreal, 3 p.m. 
Man City/Atlético vs. Real Madrid, 3 p.m. 
Second leg, May 3, or May 4 

Villarreal vs. Benfica/Liverpool, 3 p.m. 
Real Madrid vs. Man City/Atlético, 3 p.m. 


CHAMPIONSHIP, Saturday, May 28 
At Saint-Denis, France 
Semifinal winners, 3 p.m. 


U.S. WOMEN’S SCHEDULE 
Tuesday: U.S. 9, Uzbekistan 0 


WORLD RANKINGS 

RK. GOLFER COUNTRY AVG 
1. Scottie Scheffler U.S. 10.06 
2. Collin Morikawa U.S. 7.98 
3. Jon Rahm Spain 7.84 
4. Viktor Hovland Norway 7.47 
5. Cameron Smith Australia 7.39 
6. Patrick Cantley U.S. 6.92 
7. Rory Mcllroy N.Ireland 6.46 
8. Justin Thomas U.S. 5.73 
9. Dustin Johnson U.S. 5.48 
10. Sam Burns U.S. 5.10 
11. Xander Schauffele U.S. 5.06 
12. Hideki Matsuyama Japan 5.04 
13. Billy Horschel U.S. 4.39 
14. Louis Oosthuizen S.Africa 4.29 
15. Joaquin Niemann Chile 4.17 
16. Brooks Koepka US: 4.16 
17. Tyrell Hatton England 4.12 
18. Abraham Ancer Mexico 4.12 
19. Bryson DeChambeau U.S. 4.07 
20. Jordan Spieth U.S. 4.06 
21. Sungjae Im S.Korea 4.05 
22. Daniel Berger U.S. 3.97 
23. Matt Fitzpatrick England 3.96 
24. Tony Finau U.S. 3.92 
25. Harris English U.S. 3.92 
26. Paul Casey England 3.82 
27. Kevin Kisner U.S. 3.67 
28. Will Zalatoris U.S. 3.61 
29. Jason Kokrak U.S. 3.60 
30. Shane Lowry Ireland 3.48 
31. Corey Conners Canada _ 3.30 
32. Kevin Na U.S. 3.22 
33. Patrick Reed U.S. 3.11 
LPGA RACE TO CME GLOBE 

RK. GOLFER EV PTS W 
1. Danielle Kang 6 1,043.283 

2. Nanna Koerstz Madsen 6 1,019.375 


831.958 
791.950 
789.500 
788.625 
703.850 
665.854 
654.300 
637.200 
622.625 
560.475 
491.254 
473.539 
446.325 
444.150 
433.733 
386.707 
360.600 
331.500 
326.550 
324.527 
323.081 
298.067 
216.122 
270.915 
262.050 
252.500 
239.408 
237.354 
235.625 
230.000 
221,182 


3. Brooke M. Henderson 
4. Atthaya Thitikul 

5. Jennifer Kupcho 

6. Celine Boutier 

7. Lydia Ko 

8. Leona Maguire 

9. Jin Young Ko 

10. Xiyu Lin 

11.Lexi Thompson 

12. Jessica Korda 

13. Patty Tavatanakit 
14. Yuka Saso 

15. Minjee Lee 

16. In Gee Chun 

17. Amy Yang 

18. Sarah Schmelzel 

19. Charley Hull 

20. Gaby Lopez 

21. Jeongeun Lee 

22. Pajaree Anannarukarn 
23. Nasa Hataoka 

24. Stacy Lewis 

25. Na Rin An 

26. Hyo Joo Kim 

27. Inbee Park 

28. Nelly Korda 

29. Hannah Green 

30. Madelene Sagstrom 
31. Georgia Hall 

32. Maude-Aimee Leblanc 
33. Ryann O’Toole 


HIP BNP WHHPBNNNONIAAAHPAAHPHSAWAGIAANAD A 
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Owner Daniel Snyder, above, and the Washington Commanders are under the microscope 
again after Congress said the team engaged in potential financial misconduct. AP FILE 


NFL 


Commanders may 


Congress: Evidence of potential 
financial misconduct by team 


By Stephen Whyno 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The USS. House Over- 
sight Committee sent a letter to the Federal 
Trade Commission on Tuesday saying it 
found evidence the NFL’s Washington 
Commanders engaged in potentially unlaw- 
ful financial conduct for more than a decade 
by withholding ticket revenue from visiting 
teams and refundable deposits from fans. 

In the letter obtained by The Associated 
Press, the committee outlined through the 
testimony of former employees and access 
to emails and documents a pattern of finan- 
cial impropriety by owner Dan Snyder and 
team executives. At one point in 2016, the 
committee said the team retained up to $5 
million from 2,000 season-ticket holders 
while also concealing sharable revenue 
from the league. 

An NFL spokesman said the league has 
engaged former Securities and Exchange 
Commission chair Mary Jo White “to 
review the most serious matters raised by 
the committee.” She chaired the SEC from 
2013-17. 

One former employee testified before 
Congress saying the team had two separate 
financial books: one with underreported 
ticket revenue that went to the NFL and the 
full, complete picture. 

According to testimony, Snyder was 
aware of the numbers shared with the 
league while also being privy to the actual 
data. 

The business practice was known as 
“juice” inside Washington’s front office. 
And, if correct, it could spell significant 
trouble for Snyder and the Commanders. 

Ticket revenue is shared among all 
32 NFL teams, with 40% of it deposited in 
a visiting team fund. Such money is among 
the pillars of the league’s revenue-sharing 
commitment. 

A team spokeswoman said there was no 
new comment and referred to the statement 
from March 31: “The team categorically 
denies any suggestion of financial impro- 
priety of any kind at any time.” 


IN BRIEF 


‘have broken laws 


“We adhere to strict internal processes 
that are consistent with industry and 
accounting standards, are audited annu- 
ally by a globally respected independent 
auditing firm, and are also subject to regular 
audits by the NFL. We continue to cooper- 
ate fully with the Committee’s work.” 

The House Oversight Committee said it’s 
sharing documents with the FTC because 
the commission has the authority to inves- 
tigate unfair or deceptive business practices 
and determine if any laws were broken. 

“We request that you take any other 
action you deem necessary to ensure that all 
funds are returned to their rightful owners 
and that those responsible are held account- 
able,’ said the letter signed by commit- 
tee chairwoman Carolyn B. Maloney and 
economic and consumer policy subcommit- 
tee chairman Raja Krishnamoorthi. 

The letter is addressed to FTC chair Lina 
M. Khan but was also sent to the attor- 
neys general of Maryland, Virginia and the 
District of Columbia, and NFL Commis- 
sioner Roger Goodell. 

Congress launched an investigation into 
the team’s workplace misconduct after the 
league didn’t release a report detailing the 
findings of an independent probe into the 
matter. The committee said the NFL and 
the team “have taken steps to withhold key 
documents and information.” 

That led investigators to seek testimony 
and documents in other ways. 

The committee said its investigation 
uncovered everything from “pervasive 
sexual harassment and other workplace 
misconduct to potential financial miscon- 
duct.” 

According to testimony, financial miscon- 
duct included making it intentionally dif_- 
cult for season-ticket holders to recoup 
refundable deposit money, counting some 
of those leftover funds as a different kind 
of revenue that doesn’t need to be shared 
with the league, and shifting money from 
ticket sales for NFL games to other events 
at FedEx Field as a way of hiding that money 
from the league. 

The committee in the letter shared 
spreadsheet data showing evidence of 
deposits that weren’t returned. 


AP reporter Farnoush Amiri contributed. 


UCL runs over for Bayern, Chelsea 


News services 


Villarreal stunned six-time European 
champion Bayern Munich to reach the 
Champions League semifinals for the 
first time in 16 years on Tuesday thanks to 
Samuel Chukwueze’s 88th-minute goal 
that salvaged a 1-1 draw and a 2-1 aggregate 
victory. 

Villarreal’s 1-0 lead from the first leg was 
wiped out by Robert Lewandowski seven 
minutes into the second half, but Chuk- 
wueze completed a counterattack within 
four minutes of coming off the bench to 
extend the Spanish team’s surprising run 
in the competition. 

The entire city of Villarreal — popu- 
lation of 50,000 — could fit into Bayern’s 
75,000-capacity stadium in Munich. 

And while Bayern lifted the European 
Cup in 2020, the furthest Villarreal has 
reached in the competition is the semifi- 
nals in 2006. 

But the same resolve that saw Villarreal 
beat Manchester United in the 2021 Europa 
League final has now seen Unai Emery’s 
side oust both Juventus and Bayern in the 
knockout phase of the Champions League. 

Liverpool or Benfica awaits in the semi- 
finals, with the English club holding a 3-1 
lead over the Portuguese side heading into 
Wednesday’s second leg at Anfield. 

@ Chelsea’s UCL title defense ended 
despite a 3-2 win against Real Madrid as 
Karim Benzema spoiled its comeback by 
scoring in extra time to put the Spanish 
powerhouse back into the semifinals. 
Benzema had scored a hat trick in the first 
leg to give Madrid a 3-1 lead. He got the deci- 
sive goal at the Santiago Bernabéu Stadium 
with a header offa cross by Vinicius Junior 
six minutes into extra time. The hosts had 


looked beaten after going down 3-0 in regu- 
lation, but substitute Rodrygo evened the 
aggregate score in the 80th and Madrid 
found a way to reach the last four for the 
10th time in the last 12 seasons. 


Golf: Shirley Spork, one of the 13 founders 
of the LPGA Tour who learned two weeks 
ago she would be inducted into the LPGA 
Hall of Fame, died. She was 94. While she 
never won on the LPGA Tour, Spork’s 
impact stretched across seven decades of 
starting the tour and teaching the game. On 
May 6, 1950, while teaching in the Detroit 
public school system, Spork turned pro and 
became one of 13 women who signed the 
original charter of the LPGA. 


NBA: All-Star G Stephen Curry could return 
to full practice for the Warriors this week as 
he recovers from a sprained ligament and 
a bone bruise in his left foot. Coach Steve 
Kerr said Curry is “day to day” but won’t 
play for the Warriors in the postseason 
until after he has scrimmaged. The team 
is next expected to scrimmage Thursday. 
ESPN reported that Curry remains a close- 
call to be available Saturday for Game 1 of 
the Warriors’ first-round series against the 
Nuggets. Curry missed the Warriors’ last 12 
games of the regular season. 


NHL: Kings defenseman Drew Doughty will 
miss the rest of the season after undergo- 
ing surgery on his wrist. The former Norris 
Trophy winner was injured March 7, and 
had missed 16 straight games. ... The league 
pushed back a scheduled matchup between 
the Kraken and Jets as a winter storm 
sweeps through southern Manitoba. The 
game, originally scheduled for Wednesday, 
will instead be played May 1. 
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UCONN MEN’S BASKETBALL 


Huskies lose another guard as Floyd Jr. enters portal 


By Shreyas Laddha Tyrese Martin had previously On Saturday former East from Roselle Catholic Highin 
Hartford Courant announced planstoturn pro. Carolina point guard Tris- |NewJerseyearly and entered 
The Huskies now have five ten Newton visited campus. UConn the fall of 2021 asa 

The UConn men’s basket- openscholarship spots avail- | Newtonaveraged 17.7 points, redshirt freshman. 
ball team is losing another ableforthe2022-23season. 4.8reboundsand 5.0 assistsin Floyd was one of three 
guard as redshirt freshmen UConn coach Dan Hurley the 2021-22 season. Accord- members of the Huskies’ 
Corey Floyd Jr. willbe enter- will have to fillinthe roster ing to CBS’s Jon Rothstein, Class of 2022. He was joined 
ing the NCAA transfer portal, gaps via the transfer portal the Huskies have alsobeen by Alex Karaban, a 6-8 
a UConn source confirmed asthe Huskies aredownto interestedin Texastransfer forward from Northbor- 
on Tuesday. three guards: Andrew Hurley, CourtneyRameyandformer ough, Mass., who wasalso an 

He will have four years of Andre Jackson and Jordan South Carolina guard Devin — early entry and redshirted, 
eligibility left. Hawkins. Carter. and Bristol Central High star 

Floyd joins fellow guards Currently UConn lacks a Floyd is ranked No. 93. Donovan Clingan. 
Rahsool Diggins and Jalen true point guard with Jack- _ overall in the Class of 2022 = . 
Gaftiney as players who have son the only one who has according to 247sports. He Shreyas Laddha can be Rahsool Diggins, left, and Corey Floyd, Jr. during UConn’s 


entered the portal. In addi- 
tion, guards R.J. Cole and 


reached at sladdha@courant. 
com or at shre98 on Twitter. 


annual First Night celebration on Oct. 15, 2021. Both players 
have chosen to enter the transfer portal. JESSICA HILL/AP 


was originally a Class of 
2022 recruit, but graduated 


played significant minutes at 
the position. 


Amore 
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in Manhattan, it was a 
sign that there would be 
no Huskies taken in the 
first round. Still, it was 
weird to see that unfold 
when the Sun completed 
the first round by taking 
Nia Clouden of Michigan 
State and Williams, who 
had been slotted there or 
higher in some mock drafts, 
remained. 

There were shades of 
other first-round vigils 
like the 2021 NBA Draft, 
when UConn’s James 
Bouknight waited longer 
than expected and bris- 
tled as the Hornets took 
him at No. 11. Or in 2002 
when Caron Butler went 
No. 10 and vowed to “make 
them pay for passing on 
me.” Williams didn’t seem 
quite as annoyed to fall into 
the second round, where 
Washington took her with 
the 14th pick, but she’s too 
much a competitor not to 
take note. 

“Absolutely,” Williams 
said. “It’s all motivation. 

I will play with a chip on 
my shoulder. It’s all about 
motivation, me not getting 
invited, all the teams pass- 
ing up, blah, blah, blah, I 
know God has me in the 
right place at the right time 
and Washington is a great 
fit for me.” 

By the weekend, 
Williams will be with her 
new team, surrounded by 
former All-Americans and 
fighting along with No. 3 
pick Shakira Austin of Ole 
Miss to impress at train- 
ing camp. There she will 
learn, as most draftees do, 
that once the pro career 
starts the number next to 
the draft pick becomes less 
and less relevant. It’s more 
important to go to the team 
that wants you, and for the 
right reasons. 

“We were a little 
surprised when she wasn’t 
invited,” said Thibault, 
who coached the Connecti- 
cut Sun from 2003-12. “As 
it turns out she came to 
the 14th pick. As a league, 
youre not going to get it 
right on who you invite 
to the draft or not. I know 
they take input from the 
various teams, some of us 
tell the truth, some of us 
don’t. I don’t, all the time. 

I don’t want everybody to 
know who I like. ... When 
Vegas was picking with the 
13th pick we were all cross- 
ing our fingers and toes and 
everything else in hoping 
Christyn was still going to 
be there. And luckily she 
was.” 

Williams scored 1,850 
points for UConn, a stellar 
career that ended witha 
bad taste as she went 1-for-7 
in the NCAA champion- 
ship game. It was the only 
time in 16 NCAA Tourna- 
ment games she fell short 
of double digits. She’d 
averaged 16.7 points in 
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State on March 28 in Bridgeport, Conn. FRANK FRANKLIN II/AP 


Connecticut Sun add three 
more to training camp roster 


The Connecticut Sun are going to have quite the 
competitive training camp ahead of the 2022 season. 

The team announced Tuesday that it signed three 
more players to training camp contracts: 6-foot forward 
Alexus Dye (Tennessee), 5-10 guard Delicia Washing- 
ton (Clemson) and 6-3 forward Aleksa Gulbe (Indiana). 

The trio will be fighting for roster spots alongside 
Taj Cole, Joyner Holmes, Keyona Hayes and Yvonne 
Anderson, who were also signed to such agreements, 
along with Nia Clouden and Jordan Lewis, who were 
both drafted by the Sun on Monday night. 

Dye averaged 10.2 points and 7.7 rebounds in 23.1 
minutes per game for the Volunteers this past season. 
She spent two years before that at Troy. Washington, 
the seventh guard Connecticut has added in some 
capacity this offseason, put up 17.2 points, 6.4 rebounds, 
3.0 assists and 2.1 steals per game for the Tigers in 2021- 
22; she spent two seasons at Clemson and three at Flor- 
ida. Gulbe produced 11.8 points and 6.3 rebounds per 
game for the Hoosiers this past season. 

The Sun open the 2022 season on May 7 at the New 


York Liberty at 6 p.m. 


— Lila Bromberg 


the previous 15. During 
the Women’s Final Four, 
she won the Ann Meyers 
Drysdale award as the 
nation’s top shooting guard. 

Thibault likes his guards 
to be able to play with 
or without the ball, and 
Williams can do that. He 
looks for players who can 
defend multiple positions. 
He believes Williams can 
do that despite her lost 
night against South Caroli- 
na’s Destanni Henderson, 
who was drafted six picks 
later on Monday between 
Nelson-Ododa at No. 19 
and Westbrook at 21. 

His roster as it is, 
Thibault said his rook- 
ies will have to earn every 
minute they get without 
the luxury of bruised feel- 
ings. 


“T don’t have any expec- 
tations,” Williams said. “I 
just know I’m going to goin 
there, work my hardest, give 
my full effort and do what- 
ever Coach tells me to do.” 

Thibault unmuted again. 
“Good answer,” he said. 

“The chip on her shoul- 
der, I kind of kidded her 
about it,” Thibault said. 
“That’s another thing she 
can use. For any player it’s 
natural to remember what 
people passed you by. But 
you also can be grateful for 
the ones that love you, too. 
When she walks in the door 
this weekend to get ready 
for training camp, she’s 
going to be excited and 
happy to be with us.” 


Dom Amore can be reached 
at damore@courant.com 






‘Coaches Road Show’ 
relaunches next month 


By Dom Amore 
Hartford Courant 


With the pandemic 
subsiding, UConn has 
deemed it safe to put its 
coaches back on the road. 

Not only are they back 
on the recruiting trail, 
but UConn’s coaches 
will be on the road, meet- 
ing and greeting fans and 
alumni this spring in anew 
“Coaches Road Show,” 
the first since 2019. Geno 
Auriemma, Dan Hurley 
and new football coach 
Jim Mora will make all 
three stops, in Southington, 


Stratford and New York, 
with other coaches joining 
at various stops. 

“We are excited to 
revive the ‘Coaches Road 
Show’ this spring,’ AD 
David Benedict said. “As 
we continue to emerge 
from the pandemic, it is 
important that we make 
every effort to engage with 
UConn Nation and show 
our fans how deeply we 
appreciate their support. 
Our coaches and staffhada 
great time interacting with 
our supporters in previ- 
ous road shows and we are 
all eager to connect in this 


NHL BLUES 4, BRUINS 2 


Tarasenko scores twice, 
Blues push past ailing Bruins 


Associated Press 


Vladimir Tarasenko 
scored twice, including the 
go-ahead goal inthe second 
period, and the visiting St. 
Louis Blues rallied to beat 
the Boston Bruins 4-2 on 
Tuesday night. 

Torey Krug and David 
Perron each finished with 
a goal and an assist as the 
Blues (43-20-10) posted 
their sixth straight victory. 

Ville Husso had 39 saves 
to win his fifth straight start. 
Robert Thomas added his 
48th assist of the season, 
extending his career-best 
point streak to 10 games. 

Boston (45-23-5) has lost 
three of its last four since a 
three-game winning streak. 
Patrice Bergeron scored his 
20th goal of the season, and 
rookie Marc McLaughlin 
had his second career goal. 
Jeremy Swayman finished 
with 26 saves. 

St. Louis arrived for its 
first visit to Boston since 
October 2019 as one of the 
league’s hottest teams, but 
started slowly against a 
Bruins squad looking to 
bounce back after dropping 
two of three to end a four- 
game road trip. 

Boston played well in the 
early going, despite being 


Softball 


from Page 1 


It was a rough outing for 
Garner-MacKinnon, who 
gave up 15 hits. 

“Today, unfortunately, 
she didn’t have her best 
stuff and she was still able 
to battle and go out there 
every inning for us,” Hall 
coach Rebecca Lewis said. 


without leading goal scorer 
David Pastrnak, who missed 
his fourth consecutive 
game with an undisclosed 
injury, along with defense- 
men Matt Grzelcyk (upper 
body) and Hampus Lind- 
holm (lower body). 

But the loss of defense- 
man Brandon Carlo just 
4:48 into the game with an 
undisclosed issue proved to 
be too much for Boston as 
the game wore one. 

The Blues entered with 
a plus-36 goal differential 
in the second period and 
added to it Tuesday. 

Trailing 2-1 and on 
the power play, Krug got 
his stick on a loose puck, 
weaved his way through 
Boston’s defense and tied it 
up with his shot into the top 
of the net from the middle 
ofslot. Barely three minutes 
later, Tarasenko was wide 
onabreak when he received 
a pass from Thomas, spun 
and fired in his 27th goal of 
the season to make it 3-2. 

The puck was flying 
around early, with both 
teams scoring in the first 
minute of action. 

The Blues needed just 34 
seconds to get on the board 
after Ryan O’Reilly led a 
2-on-1 breakaway and fed 
the puck ahead to Perron, 


“T give her a lot of credit 
for that — to not have your 
top game and have to battle 
through every inning and 
battle through every single 
at-bat. 

“You got to give it to 
Southington hitters, they 
made her work in every 
single at-bat. They had a 
great game plan in terms 
of how they wanted to 
approach her and they 


setting once again.” 

The events are open to 
the public, admission $25. 
Space is limited and regis- 
tration is required at these 
links: May 16 at the Kins- 
man Brewing Company in 
Southington, May 17 at Two 
Roads Brewing Company 
in Stratford and May 18 at 
the Hard Rock Cafe in New 
York, all 6-8 p.m. 

The format will include 
an opportunity to meet 
and greet coaches and 
administrators, a short 
speaking program, a ques- 
tion-and-answer session, 
appetizers and a cash bar. 


who put away a backhander 
past Swayman. 

Hurricanes 4, Rangers 2: 
At New York, Seth Jarvis 
and Jordan Staal scored 
third-period goals and 
Frederik Andersen made 
28 saves as Carolina won the 
showdown for first place in 
the Metropolitan Division. 

Chris Kreider scored 
late for his 50th goal of the 
season, but Carolinamoved 
four points ahead of second- 
place New York with eight 
games remaining in the 
regular season. Kreider 
became the fourth player in 
Rangers history to reach the 
milestone. 

The Rangers had their 
three-game winning streak 
snapped but are 7-2-1 in 
their last 10. They clinched 
a playoff berth for the first 
time since 2017 with a win 
over Ottawa last Saturday 
and are 24-8-4 at home. 

After the teams traded 
goals in the second period, 
Jarvis put the Hurricanes 
ahead at 1:04 of the third, 
taking a pass from Sebastian 
Aho and flipping a back- 
hand past Rangers goalten- 
der Igor Shesterkin. Aho 
finished with a goal and two 
assists. He leads the Hurri- 
canes with 41 assists and 75 
points. 


executed the plan well.” 

Lewis said her team was 
missing a few starters and 
had to shift some players 
around. 

“My players are able to 
play in those positions I 
put them,” she said. “I just 
think we weren’t mentally 
locked in today.” 


Lori Riley can be reached 
at lriley@courant.com. 


Safety Tip of the Day 


If you are taking multiple drugs and supplements each 


day, it’s essential to understand each one’s potential side 
effects and drug interactions. 


RIB) RisCassi & Davis 


Protecting the rights of the 
injured for more than 60 years 


riscassi-davis.com 


131 Oak Street * Hartford, Connecticut 
860.522.1196 * 800.344.5297 
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Mavs: Doncic’s injury status unclear 


The Mavericks are not putting a timeta- 
ble on Luka Doncic’s return from a calf 
strain four days before the opener of a 
first-round NBA playoff series against 
the Jazz. The team said Tuesday that 
the 23-year-old All-Star had begun 
treatment. Doncic strained his left calf 
in what turned out to be a meaningless 
regular-season finale Sunday. The Mavericks open the 
playoffs at home Saturday against the Jazz. The fourth- 
seeded Mavericks have home-court advantage in the 
playoffs for the first time since they won their only cham- 
pionship in 2011. That’s also the last time the Mavs won 
a postseason series. “He’s in great spirits today,” coach 
Jason Kidd said after Tuesday’s practice. “We'll see how 
his body feels tomorrow. I think we'll prepare with him 
and without him.” Doncic finished as the NBA’s third-lead- 
ing scorer at 28.4 points per game. He was the only player 
in the league to average at least 28 points, eight rebounds 
and eight assists per game. Jalen Brunson said he was opti- 
mistic Doncic would play. “I hope for the best,” Brunson 








Another prestigious honor for Scully 


Vin Scully won the second Lifetime 
Achievement Award presented by 
Baseball Digest. The longtime Dodg- 
ers announcer was honored Tuesday 
with an annual distinction that recog- 
nizes a living individual “who has made 
significant contributions to the national 
game.” The 94-year-old Scully retired 
after the 2016 season, ending a 67-year broadcasting career 
that stretched back to when the Dodgers played in Brook- 
lyn before moving to Los Angeles in the late 1950s. It was 
easily the longest tenure of any announcer with one team. 
He was one of six finalists last year, when Willie Mays won 
the inaugural award. This year, a 17-member panel chose 
from a list of candidates that included Bobby Cox, Sandy 
Koufax, Rachel Robinson, Bud Selig and Joe Torre, among 
others. “Any award that’s already been won by Willie Mays 
... ls an honor,” Scully said in a news release. “It’s an honor 
to even have my name linked with his in some way.” Scully 
won the National Baseball Hall of Fame’s Ford C. Frick 
Award for broadcasting excellence in 1982 and received 


said. “I mean, that’s our organization right there.” 
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the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2016. 





All-Star point guard Ja Morant led the Grizzlies to a 56-26 regular-season record, which was second best in the NBA. AP FILE 


NBA PLAYOFFS 





All-Star’s all-around play 
has Grizzlies thinking big 


By Teresa M. Walker 


Associated Press 


A rested and rehabbed Ja Morant 
will back for the NBA playoffs, and the 
All-Star guard has the young, talented 
Grizzlies believing they’re ready to 
make a deep postseason run. 

Morant sat out the regular season 
finale Sunday, but returned the night 
before after missing nine games with 
asore right knee. 

“T felt like I needed a game or two to 
get my legs back under me, to get the 
game-type feel” Morant said. 

It appears he has his legs back under 
him. 

Morant scored 21 points in a win 
over the Pelicans that tied the Griz- 
zlies’ franchise record for victories 
in a season at 56. Then along with the 
team’s other starters, he sat out the 
regular season finale. 

It has been a steady ascension for 
Morant, who uplifts the Grizzlies with 
each step he takes. 

The overall No. 2 pick in the 2019 
draft and 2020 rookie of the year, 
Morant helped end the Grizzlies’ play- 
off drought in 2021 as they played their 
way to the No. 8 seed. 

Now with resume worthy of MVP 
consideration, he has led the Grizzlies 
to their highest seed ever at No. 2 in 
the Western Confernce with the NBA’s 
second-best record of 56-26. 

The Grizzlies believe they’re ready 
to take the next step, reaching the play- 
offs is no longer good enough for this 
team. 


Morant makes them go 


The Grizzlies start their quest Satur- 
day hosting either the Timberwolves 
or Clippers, whose play-in game 
Tuesday night ended too late for this 
edition. 

Not that the opponent matters to 
Morant. 

“I’m focused on us,” the third- 
year guard out of Murray State said. 
“Getting better during that week 
stretch and just being ready to go out 
there and play the first two games here 
at home. No matter who it is, we go into 
the game’s the same way. It’s going to 
be different coverages, depending 
on the team, but our play style never 
changes.” 

This franchise was swept in the 2013 
West finals, which was the only time it 
got past the second round. 

Morant’s value to the Grizzlies goes 
beyond mere stats. 

Head cheerleader when on the 
bench, he brings everyone to their feet 
by dunking over 7-footers, throwing 
down lobs or dishing the ball off to a 
teammate for an easy basket. 

Even his high-flying blocks on 
defense are must-see TV. 

His own coach wants to see what 
Morant does next to attack with his 
“elite level” ball-handling skills. 

“That’s what you need at this level,’ 
Grizzlies coach Taylor Jenkins said. 
“T’m trying to follow him at times to see 
what’s coming next but when he does 
something I’m like, “Here we go!’ This 
is what he does. 

“T know he has more in store moving 
forward that’s going to definitely 
surprise me.” 

And likely opponents as well. 

Morant boosted his scoring average 
by 8.3 points a game and improved in 





every statistical category this season. 
He averaged 274 points, 5.7 rebounds 
and 6.7 assists in 57 games. 

Magic coach Jamahl Mosley said 
people get so enamored watching 
Morant’s nightly highlight-reel plays 
that they forget his high basketball IQ. 

“His ability to understand where 
the reads are on the floor, teams are 
still going under him and he’s still 
able to get to the paint at such a high 
clip,’ Mosley said. “He’s just playing 
at a tremendous pace, and he has the 
ability to get to the paint continuously 
without teams being able to stop him.” 

Morant’s speed and fearlessness 
driving to the basket helped him shoot 
49.3% in the paint where he averaged 
an NBA-high 16.8 points. He had 
22 games this season scoring at least 
20 points in the paint, most by a guard 
over the last 25 seasons according to 
ESPN Stats & Info. 

With this ability to get to the basket, 
when he’s making 3s Spurs forward 
Doug McDermott said Morant has is 
almost un-guardable. 

“He’s so quick,” McDermott said. 
“He can split ball screens and he gets 
everyone else involved. He’s a great 
player. 

“We'll be seeing a lot of him in the 
coming years.” 

Having Morant healthy for the post- 
season is a confidence boost for the 
Grizzlies, even though they went 20-5 
without him during the season. 

“He’s the motor for our team ...,” 
forward Brandon Clarke said. “Obvi- 
ously we’re still a good, good team 
without him. But with Ja, we’re great.” 


AP freelance writer Clay Bailey in 
Memphis contributed to this report. 


Djokovic drops clay-court opener 
."4 Novak Djokovic opened his clay-court 
season witha surprising loss to Alejan- 
dro Davidovich Fokina at the Monte 
Carlo Masters on Tuesday. Davidovich 
Fokina stunned the top-ranked Serb 
6-3, 6-7 (5), 6-1 in the second round to 
‘© hand Djokovic another setback as he 

tries to move on from the controversy 
surrounding his refusal to get vaccinated against COVID- 
19. It makes for rare back-to-back losses for Djokovic, who 
hadn’t played since being eliminated in the quarterfinals 
of the Dubai Tennis Championships in February — his 
only previous tournament this year after he was barred 
from playing at the Australian Open. Djokovic struggled 
from the start against the 46th-ranked Spaniard. Djokovic 
couldn’t defend his Australian Open title in January after 
he was deported from the country for not being vacci- 
nated. He had to skip tournaments in the United States for 
the same reason. The authorities in France and Monaco 
lifted most COVID-19 restrictions last month. That means 
Djokovic will be able to play at the French Open, which 
remains his “big goal of the clay season.” —AP 





NBA PLAYOFFS 


Hawks place focus 
squarely on present 


By Paul Newberry | Associated Press 


ATLANTA — The Hawks never expected to be in this 
position. 

Not after last summer’s surprising run to the Eastern 
Conference final. 

But here they are, needing to win two play-in games just 
to make the playofts. 

First up: the Hornets on Wednesday night in a matchup 
between the ninth and 10th seeds in the East. 

“Our destiny is in our hands,” Hawks center Clint Capela 
said. 

The Hawks were one of the biggest surprises of the 
2021 postseason, knocking off both the Knicks and the 
top-seeded 76ers before losing to the eventual-champion 
Bucks in a highly competitive conference final. 

With a young core led by Trae Young, the Hawks set 
a goal of finishing in the top four in the East this season. 
Instead, after a year plagued by COVID issues, injuries and 
a strange lack of chemistry, they had to settle for the next- 
to-last play-in spot. 

“We have to live in the moment,” coach Nate McMillan 
said. “We can’t think about all of that. We have a game we 
have to win.” 

The Hornets are in the play-in tournament for the 
second year in a row. While they haven’t made the play- 
offs since 2016, they appear to be a franchise on the rise. 

“We feel like we can definitely win and sneak into the 
playofts,” guard Terry Rozier said. 

The winner of the 9-10 game advances to a road contest 
Friday against the loser of the 7-8 game between the Nets 
and Cavaliers for the final playoff spot in the East. The 
Nets-Cavs game Tuesday night ended too late for this 
edition. 

“We’ve still got a chance to make the playoffs,’ Young 
said. “We’ve got to take advantage of it.” 


Play-in redux 


The Hornets had 10 more victories than a year ago in the 
abbreviated 72-game schedule, but they still finished 10th 
in the East for the second straight season. 

In the 2021 play-in game, the Hornets were routed 
144-117 by the ninth-seeded Pacers. Several Hornets 
players have talked about the sting of that loss providing 
momentum coming into this season. 

The Hornets are healthier and playing much better than 
they were a year ago. The Hornets won 11 of their last 15. 

“Most years we would be the seven or the eight seed — 
most years — but this year the East was more competitive,” 
Hornets coach James Borrego said. “I am really proud of 
this group. 


Doubling down? 


Young had a historic season, becoming only the second 
player in NBA history after Tiny Archibald to lead the 
league in both total points (2,155) and assists (737). 

The Hornets had good success against Young in their final 
regular-season matchup, using a wave of double teams to 
hold him to a season-low nine points on 3-of-12 shooting. 

Young did manage to dish out 15 assists in that game. 

“We can’t let him breath,” Rozier said. “He’s a pretty 
confident player, but we have to make it tough for him.” 


Hawks vs. Hornets 


Where, when, TV: Atlanta; 7 p.m. (EDT) Wednesday; ESPN. 
Bottom line: The Hawks host the Hornets in the NBA 
playoffs play-in tournament. The winner earns the eighth 
seed in the Eastern Conference playoffs. The Hawks are 
26-26 against East opponents. They have a 7-3 overall 
record in one-possession games. The Hornets are 27-25 

in conference games. They’re fourth in the NBA scoring at 
115.3 points per game while shooting 46.8% from the field. 
Top performers: Trae Young is scoring 28.4 points pe 
game and averaging 3.7 rebounds for the Hawks. Bogdan 
Bogdanovic is averaging 3.7 made 3-pointers over the last 
10 games. LaMelo Ball is averaging 20.1 points, 6.7 rebounds, 
7.6 assists and 1.6 steals for the Hornets. Miles Bridges is 
averaging 21.4 points and 6.8 rebounds while shooting 
52.6% over the last 10 games. 


Pelicans vs. Spurs 


Where, when, TV: New Orleans; 9:30 p.m. (EDT) 
Wednesday; ESPN. 

Bottom line: The Pelicans host the Spurs in the 

NBA playoffs play-in tournament. The winner earns 

the eighth seed in the Western Conference playoffs. 

The Pelicans are 25-27 against West opponents. They’re 
23-21 when they win the turnover battle and average 13.3 
turnovers per game. The Spurs are 24-28 in conference 
games. They’re ninth in the NBA with 13.6 fast break points 
per game. Dejounte Murray leads the Spurs, averaging 2.9. 
Top performers: Devonte’ Graham is shooting 34.1% from 
beyond the arc with 2.5 made 3s per game for the Pelicans, 
while averaging 11.9 points and 4.2 assists. CJ McCollum 

is shooting 46.9% and averaging 21.3 points over the last 
10 games. Murray is averaging 21.1 points, 8.3 rebounds, 

9.2 assists and two steals for the Spurs. Keldon Johnson is 
averaging 22.7 points over the last 10 games. 
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| 67/53 J oe f mh x Yesterday (by 7 p.m.) 0.14 0.14 12 
| NewHaven  \\» = 2 55/48 od vie / Month to date 2.77 1.52 7 
wy a \ Vineyar S ve \ 
| Dclelea)! ond se bros Sroto” 60/48 Nantucket 0tal this year 12.25 11.74 4. 
Bhidgeport 8 fe 50/50 997/50 h 55/48 Precipitation, temperature at 0.4 
‘62/51 @ Milford ta Maen a 0.2 
ee Pe 69/5) Block Island a 
t hgpr 55/47 ; 3/20 3/27 4/3 4/10 
‘\ / iapseat ie Air Quality Forecast For Today Tides High Low Temp. 
N.L. State Pier 7:53am. 1:43am. 50° 
8:09 p.m. 2:07 p.m. 
ee a M d i o 
Good Ogi Moderate 37” SaybrookJetty 9:04am. 2:36am. 50 
9:20 p.m. 3:00 p.m. 
Connecticut River 11:47 a.m. 6:22 a.m. 
O : : at Portland p.m. 6:46 p.m. 
, \ 40s 50g Air —_ Ultraviolet Pollen Wind ' : - : 
: Y Y206 el O 2 O O Minneape Quality Index Count. Chill Madison 9:24a.m. 2:56a.m. 48 
44/66/ S ee faa Today Today Yesterday Today 9:34 p.m. 3:20 p.m. 
QO 090 Af 57/42/C : 
“30s 7 @ | New Haven 9:44a.m. 3:20am. 46 
| — adelphia 9:54p.m. 3:44 p.m. 
a Chicago ' 
A Denver 20°°67/57/PC fo | 19/63/PC Stamford 9:48am. 3:34am. 46 
Francisco 44/22/PC Kansas Ci | "Fa — ee ee ee Sen 
S7/4/PC /495 "ON , i) y — Sunrise 6:14a.m. 6:13 4.M. River Stage at Hartford: 9.69 feet at 6:30 p.m. 
os \wn50s © ) Wi Ro © B3/651PC Sunset 7:28p.m. 7:29 p.m. 
Angeles 6()< Ss @ ye : Moonrise 4:05 p.m. 5:15 p.m. Boating L.I.SoundW L.I.SoundE _ B.I.Sound 
R) : Phoenix | 40s 7 80s Moonset 5:04am. 5:28am Weather PCloudy PCloudy PCloudy 
-v 16/53/58 | a ° —_=* Wind SE, 5-10 SE, 5-10 S, 5-15 
f = 50s \ a» Atlanta S 1 ft 1 ft 2 ft 
ee 605 79/6VWC eas : , : 
IPaso.. 
e) | Slee Moon Phase 
Ho ulntes M4273 90s ANE 80s Temperature High Low 
83/71/PC J Ke 4/69/PC\ Tuesday 71 at 3:59p.m 48 at 3:09 a.m 
SUS had YZx7 : 80s . 
000. Ye. a 20s 82/717 Miarni Full Last New First Normal for date 39 3f 
Snow Rain 83/74/PC Apr16 Apr23  Apr30  May8 Record fordate 88 net 22 ne 
year ago 
Range this year 76 -2 
. Last 
AROUND THE WORLD Today's forecast in cities not included in the maps above: Kingston = 90 77 PC Stockholm = 48 34SH_~— Heating DegreeDays = Season Normal Season 
pai 64 54PC Sydney = 72: 59SH For July1-April12 4941 5415 5001 
desl act Balti 80 60 PC  Nashvill 77 48 T SanJ 85 73 PC Bud t 63 36 S me a ee 
Bangor 54 39SH_ Dallimore own an Juan udapes Madrid 68 50PC Tokyo 77 50 C 
BuHindton 56 47SH Bismarck © 33 23SN NewOrleans 82 64 C Tucson 74 41 S Buenos Aires 72 46PC MexicoCity 9774 S Toronto 63 52SH 20-day Temperature History 
Caribou 53 33 c_ Bolse 43 30 SF NewYork 7061PC Wopin Cairo 74 53PC Milan 68 46 C Vancouver 52 37PC 80 
Concord 64 47 C_Butfalo 7152 T Okla.City 63 37 PC Cancun 85 76PC Montreal 5241 R Warsaw 5737 S JOHIGHS 
, 60 
Montpelier 53 44SH Charleston 82 64PC Omaha 50 27PC Amsterdam 64 46 C Dubai 95 77PC Moscow A836. (R <wastherpage wedicadiby ao 
Mt.Wash. 41 39SH_ Cincinnati = 71 49 T Orlando 85 66PC Athens 66 48 S_ Dublin 59 48 C_ Nassau 81 66 SH _ 40 
Portland 56 42 C Cleveland 71 50 SH Pittsburgh 73 54 C Bangkok 99 82PC Edinburgh 57 41SH NewDelhi 102 75PC ——— 30 
Woods Hole 59 49pc_ |ndianapolis 69 42 T Raleigh 83 61 PC Barbados 85 73 S_ Helsinki 48 34PC Paris 64 50 SH WESTERN 20 FGWs 
Jacksonville 83 61PC St.Louis © 67 36 T Beijing 66 43 C HongKong 84 72SH Prague 68 43 PC CONNECTICUT a 3/20 3/27 4/3 40 
NATION LasVegas 69 51PC SaltLakeCity 45 35 SF Beirut 67 53 PC Istanbul 57 45 C_ Riode Janeiro 93 72 T STATE Atraoenhere Hish Lew 
Miami Beach 81 75PC SanAntonio 92 53PC_ Berlin 70 48PC Jerusalem 66 43PC R 72 46SH UNIVERSITY p & 
pipaby 7156 Ci ; we Barometer 30.03 at7p.m. 29.92 at6a.m 
Albuquerque 57 31PC Milwaukee 63 37 T San Diego 67 56PC Bermuda 72 65 S Johannesburg 72 55PC Seoul 61 48 R Weather Center = TI. = elTT. 
Atlantic City 75 61PC KEY: S Sunny, € Cloudy, PC Partly Cloudy, R Rain, SH Showers, SN Snow, SF Snow Flurries, TT-storms Singapore 91 75 T Dew point 49 atl2p.m. 36 at/ p.m. 
LOCAL SCOREBOARD 
| PPD. Shoreline Middletown, 6p.m. | BUTLER 3, UIC 2 
MONDAY’S LATE CCC-Inter CROMWELL 185, OLD LYME 214 NCCC: East Granby at Stafford, 11a.m.; TUESDAY’S PROVIDENCE AT HARVARD, CANCELED 
Bran co BRISTOL CENTRAL AT NEWINGTON, Medalists: Jack Wise and Dillon Rozich, HMTCA at East Windsor/SMSA, 3:15 COLLEGE RESULTS WEDNESDAY’S 
PPD. Cromwell, 39at TPC River Highlands, p.m.; Canton at Suffield; Coventry at 
U NCCC Cromwell. Rockville; Somers at Bolton, 4p.m. BASEBALL SCHEDULE 
BASEBALL COVENTRY AT BOLTON, PPD. OLD SAYBROOK 184, NORTH Shoreline: Hale-Ray at East Hamp- QUINNIPIAC 9, HARTFORD 8 (11) LIU at St. John’s, 3p.m. 
Shoreline BRANFORD 184 ton; Morgan at Old Saybrook, 4p.m.; CENTRAL 16, SIENA 4 Fairfield at UConn, 6p.m. 
CCC-East OLD LYME 4, COGINCHAUG 3 Medalist: Drew Kulmann, Old Cromwell at Coginchaug, 4p.m.; Valley = WESLEYAN 14, TRINITY 4 Eastern League standings 
EAST CATHOLIC 2, E.0. SMITH 0 ECC Saybrook, 41at Fenwick GC, Old Regional at Westbrook/Portland, 4 EASTERN 23, WESTERN 2 Northeast WL PCT GB 
EC 000-200-0—2-4-2 GRISWOLD 17, WINDHAM 5 Saybrook. p.m.; Old Lyme at Haddam-kKilling- FAIRFIELD 5, SACRED HEART 4 Hartford 2 1. 667 — 
EOS 000-000-0-0-4-2 LYMAN MEMORIAL AT BACON MORGAN 174, VALLEY REGIONAL 201 worth, 4p.m. MARIST AT UCONN. LATE NewHampshire2 1 667 — 
sh He ete Aiden Gilbert. Rec.: ACADEMY, PPD. Medalist: CJ Giuliano, Morgan, 41at CTC: Prince Tech at Goodwin Tech, 10 2G n d Somerset 7 1 667 — 
—4-U; ae Clinton CC. a.m.; O’Brien Tech at Wilcox Tech, 10:30 FTBALL Binghamton 1 2 333 1 
SOFTBALL BOYS LACROSSE CTC a.m.; Vinal Tech at Cheney Tech, 11 sare 1 2 333 1 
CCC-Inter VINAL TECH 235, PRINCE TECH 316 a.m.; Windham Tech at Ellis Tech UCONN 12, RHODE ISLAND 8 Reading 1 > 333 «| 
CCC-Inter AVON 16. BERLIN 3 NVL SCC: Sheehan at Lyman Hall; North EASTERN 3-8, WESTERN 1-0 Southwest  W | PCT GB 
BRISTOL EASTERN 12, WINDSOR 3 shoreline ST. PAUL 178, TORRINGTON 241 Haven at Hand; Mercy at Guilford, 4 SACRED HEART 1-4, MANHATTAN 0-3 Erie 2 i 67 = 
W 101-010-0—3-6-2 VALLEY REGIONAL 10, OLD LYME 7 ear. wes oe St. Paul, 37at p.m.; Cheshire at Lauralton Hall, 4:15 |MEN’SLACROSSE sy Harrisburg 2 1 665 = 
aia mnie Goals: VR—Jackson DeFelice (3), Jake cid aaa ian Se vais whieinGe aia eaecnhent Richmond 2 1 6670 
WP: A. Tellier. LP: Taylor Falotico. HR: Burdick (3), Cooper Strecker, Ben BOYS TRACK & FIELD : Lyman Memorial at Bacon Acad- WESTERN 18, EASTERN 8 Akron 1 2 33301 
BE—Tellier, S. Policki, J. Gonzalez, Costanzo, Michael Kollmer, Drew Siny, poe | WOMEN’S LACROSSE Altoona 1 7 233 1 
sen iel aeta ne Uae wee Delouchry; OL—Nick Cox (4),Brendan —-- CCC-South A she oben sae Bowie 1 2 333 1 
— tee; Wend. ° O’Brien, Sam Mullaney, Kian Kard- BRISTOL CENTRAL 110, PLATT 40 beewetae etagealip EMMANUEL 15, ST. JOSEPH 7 5 
strikeouts. estuncer. Saves: VR—Noah Santangelo, LEWIS MILLS 101, BERLIN 49 sae Leadership/Aerospace at HMTCA, ; TUESDAY’S 
Shoreline 10; OL—Dan Stack and Joseph Monta- GIRLS TRACK & FIELD ov WEDNESDAY’S RESULTS 
HADDAM CUUNGWORTHILEAST cola irecs ee 2z0L03 6 ES Soe COLLEGE Se reer 
OLD SAYBROOK 16, CROMWELL 4 : ; 
a : rin NORTH BRANFORD AT HADDAM- TLC ARAL 73. PLATT 73 Shoreline: Morgan at Valley Regional, SCHEDULE ERIE AT SOMERSET, LATE 
WP: Kaleigh Bodak. LP: Chelsea Woods. oe eaters BERLIN 92, LEWIS MILLS 56 ee at North Haven, 7p.m. BASEBALL SOW NG UAMATON. LATE 
ee tries am 12, XAVIER 11 BOYS TENNIS Others: East Catholic at St. Paul, 7p.m. Army at Hartford, 3:30p.m. READING AT AKRON, LATE 
; hae i inity, 3:30p.m. y 
out 7over 5innings and hit a 2-run STONINGTON AT BACON ACADEMY, Shoreline fe} | >] 9 Wed > (0) 5-7 = fen ee WEDNESDAY = 
homer at the plate. Bella La Torre had 2 PPD. OLD LYME 7, COGINCHAUG 0 . SCHEDULE 
doubles, a sac fly, 5RBI for H-K. Olivia others CTC rd ata pe Windsor at Northwest [RY SyN ie Portland at Harrisburg, noon 


DeMartino had a 2-run triple for East 


FAIRFIELD WARDE 11, HALL 5 


WILCOX TECH 4, PLATT TECH 3 


Shoreline: Valley Regional at Morgan, 


Hartford at New Hampshire, 6:30p.m. 


Hampton. EAST CATHOLIC AT ST. PAUL, PPD. SCC pres aM ara ; Erie at Somerset, 6:30p.m. 
NVL CAPITAL PREP AT WILBUR CROSS, PPD. LYMAN HALL5, WEST HAVEN 2 oe rinity at ot. JoSepn (2), 3p.m. Altoona at Richmond, 6:30p.m. 
ST. PAUL 15, KENNEDY 1 (5) Others: Southington at Watertown, 5 Bryant at Quinnipiac, 3p.m. Bowie at Binghamton, 6:30p.m 
SP 261-33—15-12-0 ‘ej | >] B-9 Ved -(0)-4-4 = GIRLS TENNIS p.m. Fairfield at UConn, 6p.m. Reading at Akron, 6:30p.m. —_ 
K 100-00—1-3-0 AHL standings 
WP: Gillian Smith. LP: Elizabeth NCCC oe tue 6. COGINCHAUG 1 sted belt ch holo |MEN’SLACROSSE Atlantic ° GP W LOTLSOLPTS 
Albright. HR: SP—Meg Gaudreau. Rec.: setipintoded 14, SUFFIELD 7 ; CTC , SCC: Cheshire at Amity, 5:30p.m. Wesleyan at Trinity, 7p.m. PCT 
SP—1-2;K—1-1.Note: Gaudreauhada Goals: G—Makenna Cassin (6), Evelyn Others: Xavier at Hand, 4p.m.; Maloney _ St, Joseph at Emmanuel, 7p.m Charlotte 67 3923 5 083.619 
_ Danke (4), Charlotte Kamfmann (2) ABBOTT TECH 7, PRINCE TECH 0 : : : ? ot PAM: ; 
grand slam. Kate Marchak, Sofia Steph Al M ’ Powcki. ZoeKelive SG an SCC at St. Joseph, 4p.m.; Glastonbury at Springfield 67 3722 6 282.612 
ani and Emily Tornberg each had 2hits lyssa Mackowskl, Zoe Kelly; eor CAVE AN ANS Staples, 4p.m.; Rockville at Stamford, 5 fe) ay ee Ned = C0} 5-1 = Providence 63 3320 4 676.603 
for St. Paul. gia Qua (2), Gabby Mandirola (2), Izzy p.m.; Newington at Trumbull, 5:45p.m. Hershe 69 3327 5 475.543 
Sperazza, Makenzie Chevier, Tara MERCY 4, FORAN 3 : : Siena at Quinnipiac, 3p.m. W-B/S y ton67 3128 4 470 522 
|={o) 6-9 WP Xod - fo}--1 5 Martin. Saves: G—Alexis DeMeo,5;S— = ECC BOYS GOLF Monmouth at Fairfield, 3p.m. eee 
Anna Washburn, 8. Rec.: G—4-0; S—1-3. EAST LYME 7, WINDHAM/WINDHAM Trinity at Wesleyan, 6p.m. Hartford oe 2 
SCC SOMERS 19, ROCKVILLE 3 TECH 0 NCCC: SMSA/HMTCA at Bolton, 2:30 AERIS RIG eee e - = : ; 7 
SHEEHAN 13, HAMDEN 8 Goals: S—Caroline Colton (8), Jamie 5 p.m. |WOMEN’STENNIS | 
Rutkowski (3), Beau Rutkowski (2), Ashley Birkenshaw (2), Emily Lawlor, SCHOOL SCHEDULE sold Saybrook at Valley Regional, 3p.m. | ap rb al ; Oia PCT 
Tanner Drobish (2), Eddie Laudano (2), —_— allie Watt; R—-Lauren Poulin, Olivia ALL GAMES AT 3:45 P.M. UNLESS SCC: Hand at Shelton, 2:45p.m. cert eee oer” Gu. BET a a7 Fee ee 
Lorenzo DeFilio; H—Owen Trautner Mistretta, Audrey Molin. Saves: S— NOTED ECC: Stonington at Bacon Academy, abl Laval oe) 2 ea 
(4), Todd Collins (2), Jack Gaffney (2). svoine: Je Rewind Bi UConn 3-0 1.000 24-7 W774 Syracuse = 67 3424 7 277.575 
y Elena Riggins, 3; R— Mandi Rivard, 10. 3p.m. igh 
Saves: S—Jacob Shook, 13; H—Elias Rec.: S—1-2: R—-1-4 BASEBALL NVL: St. Paul at Waterbury co-op, 2:30 Creighton 3-0 1.000 18-8 .692 Toronto 64 3426 3 172.563 
“i -C_9-1°H_0. . ’ : SetonHall 2-1 .667 8-23 .258 Rochester 68 3326 6 375.551 
bela ea a aecel ss dele ELLINGTON S, CANTON 2 CCC-South: Platt at Lewis Mills; aol Villanova 3-3. 500 11-16-1 .411 Belleville | 64 3327 4 070.547 
TUESDAY’S HIGH ao, path ’ Fea Middletown at Plainville eel HOERmniave aneog/nenaud: Georgetown 2-4 .333 19-13 .594 Cleveland 67 2430 8 561.455 
SCHOOL RESULTS F Are 7 a ae dianace ea CCC-East: South Windsor at East SARC IGE EIEN Xavier 1-2 333. 17-17 500 _— Central GP W LOTLSOLPTS 
Harnois; C—Gabby DelSanto (2), Elle alls CCC-East: East Catholic at Enfield, 11 Butler , 2 a PCT 
BASEBALL Bah (2) iordan Derino.Sa EF CCC-West: Conard at Hall Peet St. John’s 0-3 .000 12-21 .364 Chicago 67 4413 5 598.731 
hin Kovlk, 8: c—Alla Whitney 14 CCC-Inter: Simsbury at RHAM, 2p.m.; CCC-West: Northwest Catholic at Avon TUESDAY’S Manitoba 65 3721 5 281.623 
CCC-North : me eee Bristol Central at Avon; Wethersfield at noon ; Milwaukee 70 3626 4 480.571 
WETHERSFIELD 17, HARTFORD PUBLIC/ — Rec.: E—2-1; C—4-1. Manchester; Bristol Eastern at Tolland; eee: Coventry, Granby at Rockville RESULTS Rockford 63 3325 4 171.563 
HMTCA 0 NORTH BRANFORD 14. HADDAM- Maloney at Farmington; Berlin at Shoreline: Cromwell, Old Saybrook at ST. JOHN’S 6, HOFSTRA 4 lowa 64 2927 4 466.516 
NCCC : Southington; East Catholic at New Brit- XAVIER 13, WRIGHT STATE 4 Texas 65 2726 6 566.508 
GRANBY 12, EAST WINDSOR 2 KILLINGWORTH 9 in; Novinbrantore 
Shoreline LAURALTON HALL 9, SHEEHAN 8 NCCC: Stafford at East Granby, 11a.m.; Montville ' EVANSVILLE 11, BUTLER 1 Pacific GP W LOTLSOLPTS 
OLD LYME AT PORTLAND, PPD. af Ellington at Granby, noon; Rockville at MARIST AT UCONN, LATE PCT 
ECC BOYS VOLLEYBALL Coventry, noon; Suffield at Canton, 2 BOYS TENNIS BUCKNELL AT VILLANOVA, LATE Stockton 60 4212 4 290.750 
BACON ACADEMY 14, GRISWOLD 1 p.m.; Bolton at Somers, 4p.m. GEORGETOWN AT UMBC, LATE Ontario 61 3715 5 483.680 
NEW LONDON 14, WINDHAM 0 CCC-East Shoreline: Haddam-Killingworth at Old CCC-Inter: Manchester at Simsbury, CREIGHTON AT NEBRASKA, LATE Colorado 63 3620 4 379.627 
Others ENFIELD 3, WETHERSFIELD 0 (25-15, Lyme, 3:30p.m.; North Branford at Port- noon; Enfield co-op at Bristol Central; 5 Abbotsford 61 3421 5 174607 
NEWINGTON 13, CANANDAIGUA 25-7, 25-14) land, 4p.m.; Hale-Ray at East Hampton, | RHAM at Southington; Platt/Maloney THURSDAY’S Bakersfield 613219 5 574.607 
ACADEMY (N.Y.) 1 E: John Bellafronte, 7kills, 4aces, Fritz- 4p.m.; Westbrook at Valley Regional, 4 at Conard SCHEDULE Henderson 61 2928 3 162.508 
CA 020-000-0—1-2-2 Carly Andre, 6kills, 2blocks; W: Evan p.m.; Coginchaug at Cromwell, 4p.m.; Shoreline: Westbrook at Portland; UConn at Seton Hall, noon SanDiego 59 2728 3 158.492 
N 030-460-x—13-14-0 Terry, 4digs, 3blocks. Rec.: E—4-0; Old Saybrook at Morgan, 4p.m. Coginchaug at Valley Regional; Old Creighton at St. John’s, 3p.m. Tucson 61 2035 5 146.377 
WP: Gavin Gray. LP: Jay Smith. Rec.: W-1-2. CTC: Goodwin Tech at Prince Tech, 10 Saybrook at Haddam-Killingworth Villanova at Xavier, 3p.m. San Jose 63 2038 3 245.357 
N—3-0; CA—3-2. Note: Shaun Callahan CCC-West a.m.; Wilcox Tech at O’Brien Tech, 10:30 | SCC: Amity at Xavier, 11a.m.; Lyman Georgetown at Butler 4p.m. M 
had a 3-run triple and Nick DiCioccio SOUTHINGTON 3, LEWIS MILLS 0 a.m.; Cheney Tech at Vinal Tech, 11 Hall at Wilbur Cross; Cheshire at Hand; . ve MONDAY S LATE 
: ’ ye ; ’ Big East softball standings 
was 2-for-2with 2doubles, 2RBI for (25-16, 25-13, 25-13) a.m.; Ellis Tech at Windham Tech, 4p.m. — Shelton at Sheehan RESULTS 
: ’ ’ ; ; ’ ’ : Team CONF CPCT OVR PCT 
Newington. S: Matthew Morgan, 10kills, 8digs, SCC: Hand at West Haven; NotreDame- _— Others: East Hartford at Rockville UConn 13-2 .867 25-13 .658  LAVALS, BELLEVILLE1 
BLOOMFIELD CO-OP 11, UNIVERSITY/ 4aces, Ben Roper, 20assists. Rec.: West Haven at Lyman Hall; Sheehan at GIRLS TENNIS Providence 8-4 .667 21-12 .636 PROVIDENCE 2, LEHIGH VALLEY 1 
CLASSICAL 10 S—4-1; LM—0-4. Cheshire, 4p.m. Butler O65 649 9944 611 
“ : 5 
FAIRFIELD WARDE 12, BERLIN 3 Others NVL: St. Paul at Oxford, 4p.m. CCC-Inter: Newington at Berlin; Villanova 7-4 .636 19-19 .500 WEDNESDAY’S 
SMSA 13, PUTNAM 9 PUTNAM 3, BULKELEY/SMSA 0 Others: Innovation at Bloomfield co-op Glastonbury at Rocky Hill; Bloomfield DePaul 6-6 .500 17-19 .472 SCHEDULE 
SOFTBALL WESTHILL 3, EAST HARTFORD 0 SOFTBALL at East Hartford, 4:15p.m. SetonHall 4-8 .333 15-16 .484 _—_ Hartford at Belleville, 7p.m. 
=Ye)s-Ae10) Ml = Shoreline: Valley Regional at Cogin- Creighton 4-9 .308 14-17 .452 Cleveland at Grand Rapids, 7p.m. 
CCC-North CCC-East: South Windsor at Enfield; chaug; Haddam-Killingworth at Old St.John’s 4-11 .267 9-27 .250 Hershey at Lehigh Valley, 7p.m. 
BLOOMFIELD AT WINDSOR, PPD. CCC-South East Hartford at East Catholic Saybrook; Westbrook at Portland; Georgetown 2-8 .200 12-20 .375 Charlotte at W-B/Scranton, 7p.m. 
CCC-South MALONEY 196, PLAINVILLE 240 CCC-Inter: Northwest Catholic at Plain- | North Branford at Old Lyme TUESDAY’S Syracuse at Springfield, 7p.m. 
BERLIN 18, MALONEY 8 Medalist: Dylan Miller, Maloney, 44at ville, 1p.m.; RHAM at Conard; Tolland at | CTC: Platt Tech at Wilcox Tech Laval at Rochester, 7p.m. 
CCC-East Hunter GC, Meriden. Hartford Public; Lewis Mills at Glaston- SCC: Guilford at Cheshire; Mercy at RESULTS Chicago at Texas, 8p.m. 


E.O. SMITH AT EAST CATHOLIC, PPD. 
CCC-West 

SOUTHINGTON 18, HALL 4 
NORTHWEST CATHOLIC AT CONARD, 


CCC-East 

TOLLAND 166, EAST CATHOLIC 176 
Medalist: Shane Luca, East Catholic, 38 
at Tallwood CC, Hebron. 


bury; Platt at New Britain; Manches- 
ter at Newington, 4p.m.; Southington 
at E.0. Smith, 4:30p.m.; Rocky Hill at 


SHA; Lyman Hall at Branford; Hand at 
Amity 
Others: Maloney at Pomperaug, 11a.m. 


UCONN 12, RHODE ISLAND 8 
ILLINOIS STATE 9, DEPAUL 4 
SETON HALL 5, RUTGERS 3 


Milwaukee at lowa, 8p.m. 
Ontario at San Diego, 10p.m. 

Bakersfield at San Jose, 10p.m. 
Stockton at Henderson, 10p.m. 


